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T.N. starts scheme to help children who have lost

Empowering initiative: Tamil Nadu Chief Minister M.K. Stalin
launching ‘Anbu Karangal’ scheme in Chennai on Monday. R. RAGU

T.N. starts scheme to
help children who
have lost parents

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

The DMK government
treats power as a responsi-
bility, and views its author-
ity as a means to work for
the welfare of ordinary pe-
ople, Tamil Nadu Chief Mi-
nister M.K. Stalin said on
Monday. On the occasion
of the birth anniversary of
former Chief Minister C.N.
Annadurai, Mr. Stalin
launched the ‘Anbu Karan-
gal’ programme, which
provides financial aid for
the education of children
who have been orphaned
or have lost one parent,
until they turn 18.

In the first phase, a total
of 6,082 children will re-
ceive a monthly aid of
¥2,000 each till they com-
plete their schooling. The
initiative is part of the go-
vernment’s ‘Thayumana-
var’ programme, which
aims to support livelihoods
of those living in poverty.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Mr. Stalin said: “Many
believe politics is about
coming to power, clinging
to the post while overlook-

ing the responsibilities that
come with it, implement-
ing a few populist pro-
grammes, and then gear-
ing up for the next
election. But for us, the
foundation is responsibili-
ty, not just the post. Auth-
ority exists so that we can
work for the welfare of or-
dinary people.”

Welfare measures

Listing various welfare
measures implemented by
his government, such as
the Chief Minister’s Break-
fast Scheme, financial aid
to persons with disabilities
and transpersons, and aid
to children who lost their
parents during the CO-
VID-19 pandemic, among
others, Mr. Stalin asked:
“Are these for vote bank
politics? No. How are they
related to vote bank polit-
ics? Votes symbolise the
confidence of the people
we have won over.”

Earlier, he led the Coun-
cil of Ministers and elected
representatives in paying
floral tributes to former
Chief Minister C.N. Annad-
urai in Chennai.

parents

daffraTg A arar-faar o @t g 9wl ot
e & [T I T IRF @t

e The DMK government treats power as a responsibility, and views
its authority as a means to work for the welfare of ordinary people,
Tamil Nadu Chief Minister M.K. Stalin said on Monday.

FTAS WPR 1 ! T DR & U 7 A § 3R 3ot
IATIPSTIGT BT JTLYRUT TR P HdTUT & Y BTH B BT ATHH
A, afrerTg & Tl TH.%. TIferd A SHaR &1 68T

¢ On the occasion of the birth anniversary of former Chief Minister
C.N. Annadurai, Mr. Stalin launched the ‘Anbu Karangal’
programme, which provides financial aid for the education of
children who have been orphaned or have lost one parent, until they
turn 18.

qd gt H.¢. 3raTges o1 e & SR W, o werfer A <3y
AT PRIHH 3= BT, St 18 adf Bt 31 I SF1Y T Il A1 TP
w1a-faT HY @ go =) B Rien & fore faxita wgradr veH axar gl
¢ In the first phase, a total of 6,082 children will receive a monthly
aid of ¥2,000 each till they complete their schooling.

Ugd WRUT H, T 6,082 T=| Bl 3! Tpal 1T T 8 I 22,000
AR Fergdr &l Sel |

¢ The initiative is part of the government’s ‘Thayumanavar’
programme; which aims to support livelihoods of those living in
poverty.

IE Usd WMBR & “UTIHATGY’ FTAHH &1 71 &, o 3539 TRi6t
H Sfia=T a1 7 I8 AN B SHfaeT BT U S

e Speaking on the occasion, Mr. Stalin said: “Many believe politics is
about coming to power, clinging to the post while overlooking the
responsibilities that come with it, implementing a few populist
programmes, and then gearing up for the next election.

T AR W Siad gU, ot TR = FgT: “3 Al AHd & fob reiifa
&1 gIad T B 31, U I fuds 81 3R S &t orwerivay ot
3T FRAT, TS ABGUTTT BTIBHL B AN HRAT 3R R 3Tl

A9 B IR BT B

¢ But for us, the foundation is responsibility, not just the post.
Authority exists so that we can work for the welfare of ordinary
people.”

AP R g, &rrerr{ﬁlﬁ'c:r&% Fad UG TET | FRTISTIRGT 3T & aTfce &9 TR @RI
& HTU & U ST B T 17

Welfare measures

HATUHRT U

Listing various welfare measures implemented by his government, such as the Chief
Minister’s Breakfast Scheme, financial aid to persons with disabilities and
transpersons, and aid to children who lost their parents during the COVID-19 pandemic,
among others, Mr. Stalin asked:

MWmmﬁwmmaﬁﬁéﬁ@ﬁﬁﬁﬁWWm,

fawaiT 3R geisR

feral &t foita ggmr,

COVID-19 HETHRY & SR Hrar-fudr

DI @l gb gl B Jgrar, St werfer 3 ger:
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o “Are these for vote bank politics? No. How are they related to vote bank politics? Votes
symbolise the confidence of the people we have won over.”

“F1 T dYe dF ISITd & U g2 7811 T die 9 Ier-ifd § HI IS 82 dle 9 JdT &

faara 1 el € 58 g st g 1

e Earlier, he led the Council of Ministers and elected representatives in paying floral
tributes to former Chief Minister C.N. Annadurai in Chennai.

T TR, 321 s ¥ gd grerwEl W 3reges o) geieiter orfifa wa F widufiug

3R fraffra wfafif) o1 3 fea

BEIJING

China says U.S. firm Nvidia flouted
anti-trust law, vows extra probe

o A
NnVIDIA

China said on Monday that a probe found that U.S. chip giant Nvidia
had run afoul of the country’s anti-trust rules, and vowed an
additional probe just after trade talks between Beijing and
Washington entered a second day. Beijing is engaged in a contest
with the U.S. for supremacy in the field of semiconductors. AFP

REUTERS

China says U.S. firm
Nvidia ‘flouted’ anti-
trust law, vows extra
probe

A HT He1 8 &
3AR®T HUT Nvidia =
UAI-a BT DI
Jewgd for,

ST B BT aTel
e China said on Monday that a
probe found that U.S. chip giant

Nvidia had run afoul of the country’s
anti-trust rules, and vowed an
additional probe just after trade talks

between Beijing and Washington
entered a second day.

I = AHIR &I Hel [ T Sia |
g a1 fob 3Rt R fawrs
Nvidia = <¥1 & Tdt-g%e forawi &1
Ioorg fopan 8, iR IR ardi &
TR 3T 9w %7 & 31 a1
3ifafad ST & &1 arel |

o Beijing is engaged in a contest with the U.S. for supremacy in the field of

semiconductors.

i
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Adolescence and

BT RS The Studio win big
Adolescence and The Studio win at television’s Emmy

big at television's Emmy Awards Awards
5 Y TSaig 3R g

wfear A eefifasH &
Tt Srarga H wSt
oitd gTiieT ot

. Teen murder saga
Adolescence was the big winner at
the Emmy Awards, claiming eight
prizes including best limited-
series, while The Pitt prevailed in
a tight race for best drama at
television’s equivalent of the
Oscars.

AFP PR g1 BT My Teadw A it

N ST & 5 S g a8, Rred
Teen murder saga Adolescence was the big winner at the Emmy 36 REHR M &, o v
Awards, claiming eight prizes including best limited series, while fofrcs- AR Wﬁff &, Sfah §
The Pitt prevailed in a tight race for best drama at television’s fore 3 SoiifasH & sifey & T
equivalent of the Oscars. Seth Rogen’s The Studio dominated a¥e g 3 ferg et wferee 7 ofta
comedy categories with 13 Emmys — a record for comedies. AFP BT 11

. Seth Rogen’s The Studio
dominated comedy categories
with 13 Emmys — a record for comedies.

T3 MBI g ¥gfSal 7 prast Aorat 7 13 gHt Siid — S HES! & fw T Revls g

Emmy Awards
Introduction

o« The Emmy Awards are among the most prestigious awards in the world of television and
streaming media.

e They are often considered the television equivalent of the Academy Awards (Oscars —
film), Grammy Awards (music), and Tony Awards (theatre).

History & Background

o First held: 1949, in Los Angeles, USA.

e Organized by: Academy of Television Arts & Sciences (ATAS), later joined by National
Academy of Television Arts & Sciences (NATAS) and International Academy of
Television Arts & Sciences (IATAS).

e The name “Emmy” comes from “Immy,” a nickname for the image orthicon camera tube,
crucial in early television technology.

Types of Emmy Awards
1. Primetime Emmy Awards
o Awarded for excellence in primetime television programming.
o Includes dramas, comedies, limited series, talk shows, and reality TV.

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

PageJ


https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

www.patrioticias.in

o Presented by the Academy of Television Arts & Sciences.
2. Daytime Emmy Awards
o For daytime programming such as soap operas, morning shows, and children’s
programs.
o Organized by the National Academy of Television Arts & Sciences.
3. International Emmy Awards
o Honors television programming produced and aired outside the United States.
o Conducted by the International Academy of Television Arts & Sciences.
4. Engineering Emmy Awards
o Recognizes technical and engineering achievements in television technology.
Significance
» A recognition of creative excellence in the global television industry.
e Promotes innovation, storytelling, and cultural diversity in visual media.
o Boosts the global reputation of winners, similar to the impact of Oscars in cinema.
e India:
o Delhi Crime (2019, Netflix India) won the International Emmy Award for Best
Drama Series — a historic achievement.

Adolescence
o Adolescence is the transitional stage of growth between childhood and adulthood.
e As per WHO, adolescence spans 10-19 years of age.
e As per Ministry of Health and Family Welfare (Gol), it includes 10-19 years, while youth
is defined as 15-24 years.
Characteristics of Adolescence
e Physical Changes (Puberty):
o Rapid growth in height and weight.
o Development of secondary sexual characteristics.
o Cognitive Development:
o Abstract thinking, problem-solving, and identity formation.
o Emotional Changes:
o Mood swings, sensitivity, search for independence.
e Social Development:
o Peer influence increases.
o Desire for social acceptance and experimentation.
Stages of Adolescence
o Early Adolescence (10-13 years): Puberty begins, self-consciousness.
» Middle Adolescence (14-16 years): Risk-taking, peer dominance.
o Late Adolescence (17-19 years): More emotional stability, career focus, clearer identity.
Importance of Adolescence
e Represents about 21% of India’s population (over 250 million adolescents).
o A critical window for education, health, skills, and values formation.
e Strong link with demographic dividend and nation-building.
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Central completes formalities

DULEEP TROPHY FINAL

Ashwin Achal
BENGALURU

Central Zone overcame a
few hiccups to defeat
South Zone by six wickets
on the final day of their Du-
leep Trophy summit clash
here on Monday.

Needing 65 runs to lay
claim to the title, Central
lost four wickets but man-
aged to reach the target in
the morning session. This
was Central’s first Duleep
Trophy triumph since the
Piyush Chawla-led side
took top honours in the
2014-15 edition.

Having posted a massive
511 in the first essay, Cen-
tral stayed in the driver’s
seat for a majority of the
match. South will rue an

abysmal batting perfor-
mance on the first day,
when it was bowled out for
149 on a batting-friendly
pitch.

Batting woes

South coach and former
India pacer L. Balaji admit-
ted that the batters should
have displayed more cau-
tion in the first innings. “In
hindsight, you can say that
some of the shots were a
bit unnecessary. But this is
a young batting unit,” said
Balaji, referring to R. Sma-
ran and Andre Siddarth.
“They will definitely learn
from this.”

Madhya Pradesh all-
rounder Saransh Jain was
declared the Player-of-the-
Series. He finished as the
highest wicket-taker of the
tournament (16 wickets),
and also contributed with

two crucial fifties with the
bat. The 32-year-old is hap-
py to have started the dom-
estic season with a good
showing. “It is a very im-
portant series for me, be-
cause it helps prepare for
all the upcoming tourna-
ments. It all starts with the
Duleep Trophy. It is very
important for me to carry
this momentum forward,”
Saransh said.

Performances on this
stage is sure to be noticed
by the national selectors.

“This is an important
tournament, so all the se-
lectors are here. My aim is
to give my best. The rest is
up to the selectors,” Sa-
ransh said.

The scores:

South Zone 149 & 426 lost to
Central Zone 511 & 66/4 in 20.3
overs. PoM: Yash Rathod; PoS:
Saransh Jain.
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Central completes formalities

Hed 7 Siu=mieant I3t &1

Central Zone overcame a few hiccups to defeat South Zone by six wickets on the final day
of their Duleep Trophy summit clash here on Monday.

Tgd OfF 7 $© GRedl B UR $HRd gU AISY WiF P B8 fddbe & g 3U- AT grwt
ww&mmwm

Needing 65 runs to lay claim to the title, Central lost four wickets but managed to reach the
target in the morning session.

TTged 1 GTd1 B & (AT 65 T =6V 3, Yoo 3 °R fddbe QY fs Yog & 91 H ¢ed b
Ugad o 9% d @l

This was Central’s first Duleep Trophy triumph since the Piyush Chawla-led side took top
honours in the 2014-15 edition.

gg Ao 1 Ugal AU erbt oitd U1 o ¥ firgy aradr &t dwr-i ardt ¢ = 2014-15
HEHOT 7 Y TR g foba ol

Having posted a massive 511 in the first essay, Central stayed in the driver’s seat for a
maijority of the match.

Ugd ST H 511 I §9H & 918, A A 79 & SIS I0g & o dgd a1 9t

South will rue an abysmal batting performance on the first day, when it was bowled out for
149 on a batting-friendly pitch.

II3Y &1 Ugd fad P 98¢ WRIE deaidrol USRI &1 Usdral g, 9id 3 149 I W ATASM3T
DR f&ar 7T U1, T Seciarell 3fdpd g WR|

Batting woes

qeaarel @t gied

South coach and former India pacer L. Balaji admitted that the batters should have displayed
more caution in the first innings.

II3Y & B 3R Jd HRTG UIR TeA. qTeroit 3 1 {3 Feaiarst & uga 31 o 3iftres Tadsar
fozarit ey <t

“In hindsight, you can say that some of the shots were a bit unnecessary. But this is a young
battlng unit,” said Balaiji, referring to R. Smaran and Andre Siddarth.

SR 3Q Ol o Yicy UIg SFaegs | b I8 T gaT Sexiaroll TS 8, STarol A
W IR, Waﬁv@mﬁmmwﬁw
“They will definitely learn from this.”
9 FYd U I 359 T
Madhya Pradesh allrounder Saransh Jain was declared the Player-of-the-Series.

A USH & SUTeRISSY WY 9 o IS & 99y Rt & u & oifta far man

He finished as the highest wicket-taker of the tournament (16 wickets), and also contributed
with two crucial fifties with the bat.

Igi- gHffic & Haffie fake a7 ara faarst (16 fadre) & w0 o wuTE fara, iR Ieaiaroit
# g1 Hgayul sreferas off a9l

The 32-year-old is happy to have started the domestic season with a good showing.

32 gy FEarS! 2 & fob SIA TR T B YB3 3! U= & 1Y H |

“Itis a very important series for me, because it helps prepare for all the upcoming
tournaments. It all starts with the Duleep Trophy. It is very important for me to carry this
momentum forward,” Saransh said.

“Tg R oY 9gd Aeagul YRS §, Fifes g ot st gAel &t ol & Heg axdl o | 99
$O AT TP A = i1 31 TR Y I8 agd Hewayyl © fob & 59 71fa &1 omY sgrds,” Wi 3
Cal

Performances on this stage is sure to be noticed by the national selectors.
39 H9 R ez Fyd Fu 3 wdha aaeatel gr1 a@n S|

“This is an important tournament, so all the selectors are here. My aim is to give my best. The
rest is up to the selectors,” Saransh said.
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Duplantis soars
into immortality

Swedish phenom vaults to new world record of 6.30m; Beamish pips

El Bakkali by narrowest of margins; Simbu wins men's marathon

ATHLETICS .
Duplantis’ Pole Vault
Agencies World Record Progression
TOKYQ The peerless 25-year-old has improved on the world mark
- centimetre-by-centimetre since he first set the world record

ondo Dllpla.nl‘.lS lit in February 2020

up the third night

of the Tokyo
world championships

when he broke the pole
vault world record for the
14th time with a jump of
6.30 metres after securing
a third straight World title
on Monday.

The gold was already in
the bag for the Swede and
all the other events fin-
ished when he had the bar
raised a centimetre higher
than the record height of
6.29m he managed in Bu-
dapest last month.

He failed by the narrow-
est of margins at his first
two attempts but, roared
on by a packed house at
the National Stadium, slid
over on the third with the
bar giving a slight wobble
before settling.

Greek Emmanouil Kara-
lis won silver as the only
one apart from Duplantis
to get over at 6.00m, while
Australian Kurtis Marschall
jumped 5.95m to win a se-
cond world bronze medal.

Earlier, New Zealand’s
Geordie Beamish claimed
a stunning world gold in
the 3,000m steeplechase

Height When and Where
6.17m | Torun, Poland

Date
February 8, 2020

6.18 Glasgow, UK

February 15, 2020

6.19 Belgrade, Serbia

March 7, 2022

6.20 Belgrade, Serbia (World Indoors) | March 20, 2022

6.21 Eugene, USA (World Champs) July 24, 2022

6.22 Clermont-Ferrand, France

February 25, 2023

6.23 Eugene, USA

September 17,2023

6.24 Xiamen Diamond League

April 20, 2024

6.25 Paris Olympics

August 5, 2024

6.26 Chorzow Diamond League August 25,2024

6.27 Clermont-Ferrand, France

February 28, 2025

6.28 Stockholm, Sweden

June 15, 2025

6.29 Budapest, Hungary
(Gyulai Istvan Memarial)

August 12, 2025

6.30 Tokyo (World Champs)

September 15,2025

world champion in devas-
tating fashion as she be-
came the second-longest

Indian long jumper Mu-
rali Sreeshankar failed to
qualify for the finals with a

when he dipped todefeata  thrower in history with a  14th place finish in his
shocked Soufiane El Bakka-  winning effort of 80.51m. qualification group on
li on the line and deny the In the morning, Tanza- Monday. He could only
Moroccan a fifth successive  nia’s Alphonce Felix Simbu  produce a best jump of

global title. Beamish
snatched it in eight mi-
nutes 33.88 seconds, beat-
ing the champion by seven
hundredths of a second.

won the marathon by the
smallest of margins, edging
out German Amanal Pe-
tros.

The  photo  finish

7.78m in his three attempts
to end 25th overall out of
37 competitors.

In women’s 3000m
steeplechase, National re-

Switzerland’s Ditaji showed the 42.195km race  cord holder Parul Chaud-
Kambundji stunned the wasdecided by three hun- hary and Ankita Dhyani
field to win the women’s  dredths of a second as Sim-  finished ninth and 1ith res-

100m hurdles in 12.24s. bu surged past the diving pectively in their respec-

Petros at the line. Both tive heats. In men’s 110m
Delight for Rogers were timed at two hours, 9 hurdles, Tejas Shirse fin- (@)
Canada’s Olympic cham- minutes and 48 seconds ished sixth in his eight-man )
pion Camryn Rogers be-  while Italian Illias Aouani heat and failed to qualify o0
came a double hammer took bronze in 2:09.53. for the semifinals. Qo
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The scores:
THR:

South Zone 149 & 426 lost to Central Zone 511 & 66/4 in 20.3 overs.
TISY S 149 & 426 TR AT Aed W1 511 & 66/4 P fJATE 20.3 3fiaR A1
PoM: Yash Rathod; PoS: Saransh Jain

g 1 949y fFars): awr wets; W &1 Jd 9y fRaars): Wi o

Duplantis soars into immortality

SWifed 7 SRl Bt 3R BANT TS

Swedish phenom vaults to new world record of 6.30m; Beamish pips El Bakkali by
narrowest of margins; Simbu wins men’s marathon.

e uferu = Fa1 fay Rl 6.30 Wiex T, S A T gadml! & 9ad BIC 3R 4
&r; g A el &t BR1eA Sfid ot

Mondo Duplantis lit up the third night of the Tokyo world championships when he broke the
pole vault world record for the 14th time with a jump of 6.30 metres after securing a third
straight World title on Monday.

Aiel gwifew 7 et fay Aftaafm ot f 3a & e o w9 3R WHaR & i
AR fay fare Siaq & a1 149 R 0 diee 3y Ris 6.30 Hiex ot Sai1 & 91y d@rsT

The gold was already in the bag for the Swede and all the other events finished when he had
the bar raised a centimetre higher than the record height of 6.29m he managed in Budapest
last month.

wWifsw faarst & forw wof uga 8 0 U1 3R 9t 3= Srferd ToTw 81 71T o S5 iA U
TR FeTU¥E & §1Y T 6.29 Hiex & Rbis I Teb YR $a1 IR UR o]

He failed by the narrowest of margins at his first two attempts but, roared on by a packed
house at the National Stadium, slid over on the third with the bar giving a slight wobble
before settling.

I U UgaH &l PIRIR H Had BIC 3R H 3 Hd g, i ARMd Rfsad T -1 s &
I8 W, AR IR T TR Dl §odhl <! od gU UR b

Greek Emmanouil Karalis won silver as the only one apart from Duplantis to get over at
6.00m, while Australian Kurtis Marschall jumped 5.95m to win a second world bronze medal.

quaqawﬁvﬁaoo:ﬂamwﬁaﬁmémmﬁwm Safd
Sffecferars wfdw amRia 7 5.95 Hex B AT TNHR gURT 9y B IgH oirdT |

Earlier, New Zealand’s Geordie Beamish claimed a stunning world gold in the 3,000m
steeplechase when he dipped to defeat a shocked Soufiane El Bakkali on the line and deny
the Moroccan a fifth successive global title.

Ugd, geiicis & foraST diftrr 3 3,000 wex Whuaaw & 2R fay wguf Siar oe 311 agA
TR g3 YIPaM T apell B! gHR ARGD! &I AR Uiadi afye faare a9 3 e fea

Beamish snatched it in eight minutes 33.88 seconds, beating the champion by seven
hundredths of a second.

T A 59 e fieTe 33.88 Ads T Sitdy, AT &1 U1d Uid fe® & SR ¥ &
Switzerland’s Ditaji Kambundji stunned the field to win the women’s 100m hurdles in 12.24s.
RgeoRde ot feereit Higssh 3 Afkar 100 Hiex g3 HI 12.24 AHs A SdHR HaH & didT
feam

Delight for Rogers

o & forg =it

Canada’s Olympic champion Camryn Rogers became a double hammer world champion
in devastating fashion as she became the second-longest thrower in history with a winning
effort of 80.51m.

HISI DI Ml AT FHR Ao = YA I S99 a6 fay dfva= 571 7%, sk gfoga &
TIRI G Tell b & 1Y 80.51 HWex Pi Sild STRIA ol

In the morning, Tanzania’s Alphonce Felix Simbu won the marathon by the smallest of
margins, edging out German Amanal Petros.
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JEE, AT & Srehig Wiora Rig 3 ARTYA Wa BT 3R I Sffdr, e srTe U &
Ui Bred gul

e The photo finish showed the 42.195km race was decided by three hundredths of a second
as Simbu surged past the diving Petros at the line.

wiel AT 7 fomn fb 42.195 fraidier &1 3l i W14 i & Ads I qu g3, ola Rig,
S W STRIAT U &I UR & 1T

¢ Both were timed at two hours, 9 minutes and 48 seconds while Italian lllias Aouani took
bronze in 2:09.53.

aﬁf%ﬂma’tﬁi9&%%48@%@@%%%%3@%2:09.531?@
U fem|

¢ Indian long jumper Murali Sreeshankar failed to qualify for the finals with a 14th place finish
in his qualification group on Monday.

YR AT SR Gag NRB THAR DI 307 BT B U H 143 RIMH W I§H & SR
BIEAd & foTE SIAwTS Ta! B T |

e He could only produce a best jump of 7.78m in his three attempts to end 25th overall out of
37 competitors.

I SO i HIRRN & Fad 7.78 Wer & T 3 SN @S 3R Hot 37 Wlaaiiay o
2591 R g1 foban|

¢ In women’s 3000m steeplechase, National record holder Parul Chaudhary and Ankita
Dhyani finished ninth and 11th respectively in their respective heats.

Afgel 3000 Hier Klueradt H, I RS glesk ured et 3R sifdrar et oiom-30 gie
o B 9F SR 11d R”IH W I |

¢ Inmen’s 110m hurdles, Tejas Shirse finished sixth in his eight-man heat and failed to qualify
for the semi-finals.

T3 110 R gec &, o R 3= o13-7 gic # 98 WM W 7 3R If-wrga & faw
DICBTS To! B b |
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GS Paper 1: History, Society and Geography
TOPICS COVERED 16 September 2025

1. Transgender enumerators fan out for first survey of
sexual minorities in Karnataka

FAled § T ACTHTAD] Dt Ugell SI-uHET & forg
SiaSiSY MUHETEHd! a1
2. ‘India is lagging in women'’s representation in politics’
et # Afgarst & ufafftea § 4R s w18
3. SC dismisses plea to extend POSH Act to women in
politics

IS A Afgareii & fore POsH sififraw &1 faaR
P B! AIRIDT GRS S JWH B A
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4. Court’s nod to mental health as right

AFRIS WA &1 ATUDR & U H AT g+ H
qTaTad D1 HoR!
5. Strengthening Kerala’s secular legacy

Pd B YHFRUE fORTHa B geigd BT

6. Civilians killed in Burkina Faso jihadist attacks since

May

7% A gfdb-1 vt 9 forgrdl gaal # AR ¢ ARTR®

7. SC on anticipatory bail in caste crime

STfd SRy | SR SHHT UR SC

8. Sixth tranche of auction for critical, strategic minerals
to kick off today

Wmm%mmmwwm

RIS
9. Pakistan ‘kills 31 militants’ in the northwest as TTP

offers dialogue

UTfbe A IR ufdw o 31 fifides & ury, Addi A
FIA<Id PI URTHTT B

10. Malaysia’s largest island state eyes ‘green battery’
role

AARMT T Ja9 IsT gIUia 354 < st 3t Yffrer ot
3R T 8
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11. Cluster bombs ‘killed, injured more than 1,200 in
Ukraine’ since 2022

T T 7 2022 T b A 1,200 F 34w AN B ART 3R
T foar

Riding the wave

People get a ride on a boat lashed to a vehicle as they head toward a flooded area after monsoon rain swelled the Indus river on the
outskirts of Sehwan in the Sindh province of Pakistan on Monday. REUTERS

People get a ride on a boat lashed to a vehicle as they head toward a flooded area after monsoon

rain swelled the Indus river on the outskirts f Sehwan in the Sindh province of Pakistan on Monday.
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e |ndia — 28 states, 8 UTs
e Pakistan — 4 provinces, 2 autonomous territories, 1 federal capital territory

Provinces (4)

Pakistan has four provinces, each with its own provincial assembly and government:

1. Punjab (Capital: Lahore)
. Sindh (Capital: Karachi)
3. Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KPK) (Capital: Peshawar)
o Includes areas of the erstwhile FATA (Federally Administered Tribal
Areas), merged in 2018 through the 25th Constitutional Amendment.
4. Balochistan (Capital: Quetta)

2. Autonomous Territories (2)
These are administered by Pakistan but have a special constitutional status.

1. Azad Jammu and Kashmir (AJK) (Capital: Muzaffarabad)
2. Gilgit-Baltistan (GB) (Capital: Gilgit)
o Both territories are part of the larger Jammu & Kashmir region, claimed
by India as its own.
o Pakistan administers them separately, but they are not full provinces.
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3. Federal Capital Territory (1)

o Islamabad Capital Territory (ICT)
o Capital: Islamabad
o Administered directly by the federal government.

Transgender enumerators fan out for first
survey of sexual minorities in Karnataka

Shilpa Elizabeth
BENGALURU

The Karnataka govern-
ment on Monday set the
ball rolling for what it
claimed to be India’s first
survey of sexual minori-
ties.

The survey, which will
be held at Anti-Retroviral
Therapy (ART) centres of

government hospitals
across Karnataka, aims to
collect data, including

housing, employment and
education, of the over
40,000 transgender com-
munity members of the
State to form inclusive and
targeted policies for them.

“The survey started at
the taluk to district-level
government hospitals of all
31 districts. All survey en-
umerators are from the

Chief Minister Siddaramaiah launching the State-wide baseline
survey of transgender minorities on September 3, 2025

transgender community,
so that the participants feel
no difficulty in expressing
themselves,” said N. Ma-
hesh Babu, managing di-
rector, Karnataka State
Women’s Development
Corporation.

The survey will be held

over 45 working days.

The first day of the sur-
vey, however, saw some
teething issues.

Network issues were re-
ported at centres, as a re-
sult of which people who
turned up could not parti-
cipate. Some of the enum-

erators also struggled with
operating the tablets.

Devadasi survey

The third survey of devada-
sis in Karnataka com-
menced on Monday amid
confusion over the list of
documents sought by the
government to establish
the identity.

Activists claim many are
not even aware that a sur-
vey is under way.

A number of devadasis
who went to their respec-
tive taluk office of the Wo-
men and Child Welfare De-
partment had to return
home without completing
the survey, since they
lacked documents that in-
cluded the family tree. In
some places, server issues
slowed down the
registration.

Transgender enumerators fan out for first survey of sexual
minorities in Karnataka
Ficd U i UG ID| I Ugd! STRIUHET & T giaeiss
TUETH ! =T

e The Karnataka government on Monday set the ball rolling for what it claimed to be India’s
first survey of sexual minorities.

Plch IXPR 1 THIR Bl o 16T {51 IV HRd B Ugelt A eURISIH S0l & TY

T 3= foan|
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The survey, which will be held at Anti-Retroviral Therapy (ART) centres of government
hospitals across Karnataka, aims to collect data, including housing, employment and
education, of the over 40,000 transgender community members of the State to form
inclusive and targeted policies for them.

g qA&T, Ol N HITed & IXPRI SRUATel! & TeIIgiarRa &Rt (ART) Fel R maiford
3T SITU, T 35 40,000 F RUF TASSY UG & ! & T, ISR 3R e
TfEd ST THa ST § dlfc 30 forg quma=i oiR @féra et s o 9ds |

“The survey started at the taluk to district-level government hospitals of all 31 districts.
All survey enumerators are from the transgender community, so that the participants feel
no difficulty in expressing themselves,” said N. Mahesh Babu, managing director, Karnataka
State Women’s Development Corporation.

“Tg waeror gt 31 foral & arge | fRre ¥R & SReRY sRuarl O & gof | g wderur
TMUHTEAl giRTolSR TG I &, difds WU &1 g &I 3Jad $3- § SIS Hie-Ts - 8l,” T§
I1d FHle® d Afgdn faewr i & vey e v, ugxr a1 - ol
The survey will be held over 45 working days.

g A&l 45 BT fEawl & smafora foam e
The first day of the survey, however, saw some teething issues.

BT, A&l & Ugd fo & URFI® Tuwg <8 T |
Network issues were reported at centres, as a result of which people who turned up could
not participate. Some of the enumerators also struggled with operating the tablets.

&l R Aead GuETS & Ja-1 fireh, foryd uRumRa=y 9gf ugd a1 YT 81 d 9% | $8
TMUHTE TS &1 eqde &1 Jara- o34 8§ o B g3
Devadasi survey
gt wdeor
The third survey of devadasis in Karnataka commenced on Monday amid confusion over
the list of documents sought by the government to establish the identity.

Pl H Jaerial BT TR &1 IR & Y& g3, e WeR gRT uga wifd
P & AU AR U el Pt G D ABR IAS B |
Activists claim many are not even aware that a survey is under way.

HHTRTS SRIwarsii &1 Bl § [ bs ANl B Jg ab Udl Ta! § [P By Y& I 361 6|
A number of devadasis who went to their respective taluk office of the Women and Child
Welfare Department had to return home without completing the survey, since they
lacked documents that included the family tree.

3 2GRN B 3UA-3(0 HIFHT Td dTel Hed1vr FAHRT & AT BraTerd I Fa&0T QT
e famT 8 =R e s, Fife 3796 U uRaR g 9ftd snavgs qwaras 6l A
In some places, server issues slowed down the registration.

FS VM IR, T TATS F HROT Golh0T BT 1 <fieft 81 S|

Devadasi System

Purpose and Role in Ancient Society

Decline and Exploitation

Devadasi literally means “female servant of god”.

Traditionally, young girls were dedicated to temples and married to a deity or
temple idol.

Origin can be traced back to 6th century CE in South India, especially during
Chola, Chalukya, and Vijayanagara periods.

The system was initially associated with dance, music, and temple rituals.

Devadasis were entrusted with:

o Performing rituals, singing, and dancing in temples.

o Preserving and propagating arts like Bharatanatyam and Odissi.

o Acting as custodians of temple culture and literature.
They were respected in early medieval India and often patronized by kings and
wealthy donors.

Over time, the system degenerated due to:
o Decline of royal patronage.
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o Increased temple corruption and exploitation.
o Association of Devadasis with forced prostitution and sexual
exploitation under the garb of religion.
o By 19th century, it had lost its cultural sanctity and became a social evil.
Regional Spread
e Prominent in Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh, Tamil Nadu, Maharashtra, Odisha.
e Known by different names:
o Karnataka & Maharashtra — Jogini / Mathamma.
o Andhra Pradesh & Telangana — Jogini system.
o Tamil Nadu — Devaradiyar.
5. Social Impact
e Women from lower castes were often pushed into the practice.
o Caused social stigma, economic exploitation, and caste-based
discrimination.
e Children of Devadasis faced social exclusion.
6. Legal Reforms
o British era: Social reformers like Muthulakshmi Reddy (first woman legislator of
Madras Presidency) campaigned against it.
o Madras Devadasi (Prevention of Dedication) Act, 1947: First major legislation
abolishing the system.
o Karnataka Devadasis (Prohibition of Dedication) Act, 1982.
o Andhra Pradesh Devadasis (Prohibition of Dedication) Act, 1988.
e Today, the system is illegal across India, but continues in some regions in
hidden forms.

Muthulakshmi Reddy

e  Muthulakshmi Reddy (30 July 1886 — 22 July 1968) was an Indian medical
practitioner, social reformer and Padma Bhushan award recipient.

e Muthulakshmi Reddy was appointed to the Madras Legislative Council in
1926.

e This nomination marked the beginning of her lifelong effort to "correct the balance
for women by removing social abuses and working for equality in moral
standards." She was a women's activist and social reformer.

e She had a number of firsts to her name: the first female student to be admitted into
a men's college, the first woman House Surgeon in the Government Maternity and
Ophthalmic Hospital, the first woman Legislator in British India, the first
Chairperson of the State Social Welfare Advisory Board, the first woman
Deputy President of the Legislative Council, and the first woman in the Madras
Corporation. She built Avvai Home in 1931.

e Reddy was born in the princely state of Pudukkottai of Tamil Nadu. In spite of
various constraints faced by girls in India of her time, she completed her higher
education and was admitted into the medical profession. In 1907, she joined the
Madras Medical College, where she achieved a brilliant academic record. With
several gold medals and prizes to her credit, Reddy graduated in 1912 to become
one of the first female doctors in India. Soon after, she came under the influence of
Annie Besant, and then of Mahatma Gandhi.

Page17

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS
CONTACT: 9971932488

e Her name was included in the first national flag hoisted on Red Fort in 1947.

Born: 30 July 1886, Thirukokarnam, Pudukkottai State, India (now in Pudukkottai
District, Tamil Nadu, India)

Died: 22 July 1968 (aged 81), Madras, Madras State (now Chennai, Tamil Nadu, India)
Known for: Social Reformer, Women's Rights Activism and Writing

Spouse: Sundara Reddy

Children: S. Krishnamurthi, S. Rammohan

Relatives: Gemini Ganesan (nephew)

Awards: Padma Bhushan (1956)
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India is lagging in women’s
representation in politics’

San!eep !!u!an

TIRUPATI

India is lagging behind in
politically  empowering
women and ranks 148 out
of 193 countries when it
comes to participation in
Parliament, the Governor
of Andhra Pradesh Justice
S. Abdul Nazeer (Retd) said
on Monday.

Justice Nazeer made the
remarks in the presence of
Lok Sabha Speaker Om Bir-
la at the valedictory ses-
sion of the first national
conference on parliamen-
tary and legislative com-
mittees on the empower-
ment of women.

“Where women are ho-
noured, divinity flourish-
es, and where women are
dishonoured, nothing be-
comes fruitful,” Justice Na-
zeer quoted a verse in San-
skrit. The former top court
judge also extensively qu-
oted different laws and
judgments that seek to pro-
tect women. Against that
backdrop, he mentioned
the passage of the Wo-
men’s Reservation Bill,
which would increase the
share women legislators in
Parliament and in the State
Assemblies.

Amongst the State Legis-

?

=l S

p———

N ———l

A.P. Governor Justice S. Abdul Nazeer receives a memento from
Legislative Assembly Speaker C. Ayyanna Patrudu, in the presence
of Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla on Monday. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

lative Assemblies, Chhattis-
garh has the highest share
of women legislators at
18%, while Himachal Pra-
desh has just one woman
MLA, and Mizoram has
none, he said.

The law to reserve 33%
of the seats in State Assem-
blies and in the Lok Sabha
for women would now en-
able their greater partici-
pation in policy making
and equitable governance
at the State and national le-
vels, Justice Nazeer said.

“In terms of women’s
participation in Parliament
at the global level, I am sor-
ry, India is ranked at 148
among 193 countries and
ranked 3Ist among 47

Asian countries,” he said.

Mr. Birla, addressing the
valedictory session of the
conference,  expressed
concern over the absence
of legislative panels in sev-
eral State assemblies. He
made a strong pitch for
constituting legislative
committees on the empo-
werment of women to ad-
dress issues, including gen-
der accountability in
budgetary allocations.

“I will soon write to the
presiding officers of the
State Assemblies to have
legislative committees on
the empowerment of wo-
men, and [on] child deve-
lopment,” the Lok Sabha
Speaker told presspersons.
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‘India is lagging in women’s representation in politics’

Irerifa & Afgarsi & yfafAfaa d yrRa Uss @ e

¢ Indiais lagging behind in politically empowering women and ranks 148 out of 193 countries

when it comes to participation in Parliament, the Governor of Andhra Pradesh Justice S.
Abdul Nazeer (Retd) said on Monday.

YR o U I Afgarsii &1 T=ed a9 8 Ui § 3R g & yrifierl & ama & 193
M T T 1483 I W g, TT 91 AT UM F AU S TH. gd oI (HaTi=gw) 7
HHAR &1 gl

o Justice Nazeer made the remarks in the presence of Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla at the

valedictory session of the first national conference on parliamentary and legislative
committees on the empowerment of women.

S ek A I8 fewoh dieauT srtael i faran o Sufkufa o afgarsi & axifaasmor
W GHEH IR fyyrdt wftfodt & ugd WP wWes & wHuE 65 3

e “Where women are honoured, divinity flourishes, and where women are dishonoured,
nothing becomes fruitful,” Justice Nazeer quoted a verse in Sanskrit.

w81 WigaTail &1 T il B, T8 feeudr wadl-perd 8, 3R Sigi Afgamaif &1 SuHH gl
2, 951 76 W AEd T8 a1, FfR TolR 3 YPpd B U Wi Bl Igvl |

o The former top court judge also extensively quoted different laws and judgments that seek
to protect women.

ga =i =amarera & =aranefier 3 Afgarsit @ grem & fore s e faftm Sl ok =l
fAoial &1 oUs U ¥ ISR foaT |

e Against that backdrop, he mentioned the passage of the Women’s Reservation Bill, which
would increase the share of women legislators in Parliament and in the State Assemblies.

39 Ged H, I afar smRevr R & uikd 81 &7 Scera faar, S Wvig 3R 37
Ry # wiger furas! #! TR Jgem|
¢ Amongst the State Legislative Assemblies, Chhattisgarh has the highest share of

women legislators at 18%, while Himachal Pradesh has just one woman MLA, and
Mizoram has none, he said.

Iy fgmauTsh & a<iTe & wigar fAurge) &) 9 iftre TR 18% 8, 9iafs
fenTee udw ¥ Faa v Afger fauras g iR ey & ue off afgen fauras =81 8, 3=
Dl

e The law to reserve 33% of the seats in State Assemblies and in the Lok Sabha for women

would now enable their greater participation in policy making and equitable governance
at the State and national levels, Justice Nazeer said.

Ty fyuraurelt ok deaur & afgensit & forg 33% W SRfEd A &1 S o6 39
Hifafrafor & siftre Hrfier SR @ I & Y& SHE, 98 914 SRked TR A $a |

¢ “Interms of women'’s participation in Parliament at the global level, | am sorry, India is
ranked at 148 among 193 countries and ranked 31st among 47 Asian countries,” he said.
“fYp TR W TG W Algansit 1 Urfie™ & e A, 73 We § 5 uRd 193 A=W F F 1489
R TR 3R 47 TRATS 3= F 319 RIF W ,” 321 Hel

e Mr. Birla, addressing the valedictory session of the conference, expressed concern over
the absence of legislative panels in several State assemblies.

oft fare 1 T & THIA I B WSIUd $HRd gU B Ied faurayre § fyurdt
aftfoay 3t srgufyfa & ffar e &1

e He made a strong pitch for constituting legislative committees on the empowerment of
women to address issues, including gender accountablllty in budgetary allocations.

FeH HRReTen & e R Ry AR % Mo B SRGR 7T &, Al aeie
3Tded ¥ A Saraed! dfed Ge! &1 ST fovar o 9 |

o “l will soon write to the presiding officers of the State Assemblies to have legislative
committees on the empowerment of women, and [on] child development,” the Lok
Sabha Speaker told presspersons.

7 Sleg o1 Tod faymayTet & guTafaal &1 forgim fos o uiganeit & a=ifaaswor ok ara
faora W faurdt afafoal &1 767 R, Ayt e A THHRI 9 Hall
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SC dismisses plea to
extend POSH Act to
women in politics

Il!’E !]ll!l.l !I.IIEEII.I

NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Monday said agreeing with
a plea to bring women pol-
itical workers within the
ambit of protection of the
Sexual Harassment of Wo-
men at Workplace (Preven-
tion, Prohibition and Re-
dressal) Act, 2013 or POSH
Act would “open a Pando-
ra’s box”. Dismissing the
plea, a Bench headed by
Chief Justice of India B.R.
Gavai questioned the sub-
missions made on behalf of

‘employer’

petitioner-advocate M.G.
Yogamaya by senior advo-
cate Shobha Gupta and ad-
vocate Sriram Parakkat
that political parties came
within the definition of
‘employer’.

The plea had contended
that there was no rational
or intelligible differentia to
exclude women in politics
from protections available
in other professions. It had
said the definitions of
‘workplace’ and ‘em-
ployer’ under the Act must
be expanded to include the
political spectrum.

SC dismisses plea to
extend POSH Act to
women in politics

oG | Afgars & fog
POSH 3if&faH &1 fawr
I DI GIfIBT WISl Bt

gt 3 A

. The Supreme Court on Monday
said agreeing with a plea to bring women
political workers within the ambit of
protection of the Sexual Harassment of
Women at Workplace (Prevention,
Prohibition and Redressal) Act, 2013 or
POSH Act would “open a Pandora’s box”.
Ut B¢ A FHaR &1 F51 i afgar
IeHIfaP Priwdisi B g Idig
fraror arfif=aw, 2013 (POSH Act) & a”R
T A arell YTRIDT o) WIHR AT “YSRT
FioT e ST g |

o Dismissing the plea, a Bench
headed by Chief Justice of India B.R.
Gavai questioned the submissions made on
behalf of petitioner-advocate M.G.
Yogamaya by senior advocate Shobha
Gupta and advocate Sriram Parakkat that
political parties came within the definition of

mﬁmﬁmaﬂﬁgﬂ, YRA & G&I <Atz d1.3R. 7198 &1 sregern arell §is A
gIRIETEal-Tsaide TH.Sf. TR &1 3R I WA vsaide MHT T 3R Tsaldbe
SR WRawe gRT T TN 39 I R FaTd ST [ IoHifa® o Frratear o1 ufeum & ama

gl

e The plea had contended that there was no rational or intelligible differentia to exclude
women in politics from protections available in other professions.

grfeeT § g8 I a1 T o foh et & afgamsh & o o= & Iucisy JRam I 916% 9
BT PIS dlfehes a1 IR MYR 2T R

e |t had said the definitions of ‘workplace’ and ‘employer’ under the Act must be expanded to
include the political spectrum.

A Hgl T T fh

I & &1 fAd fosar S anfeul

Sffras & ded ‘erieer 3R FFrayer ot gumrel o faraid &=
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Court’s nod to mental health as right

n July 2025, the Supreme
Court of India pronounced
a verdict which has been
called a constitutional
landmark. The case, Sukdeb Saha
vs The State Of Andhra Pradesh,
was anchored in the anguish of a
father who had lost his 17-year-old
daughter, a NEET candidate, in a
Visakhapatnam hostel. Dissatisfied
with what he believed was the
failure of the local police to make
a full investigation of the cause, he
demanded a Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) inquiry. His
petitions were rejected by the
Andhra Pradesh High Court,
which then saw him approach the
Supreme Court. The result was
not only an order shifting the
investigation to the CBI but also a
much-needed acknowledgment of
mental health being an integral
part of the right to life, under
Article 21 of the Constitution.

The top court’s argument
transcended the specific case and
revolved around a crucial social
issue: India’s runaway epidemic of
student suicides. From a
criminological perspective, the
case highlights what can be
termed structural victimisation.
Student suicides are rarely framed
in these terms. Yet, systemic
neglect of mental health
combined with the exploitative
culture of coaching centres and
the indifference of schools and
universities, produce an
environment where young people
become vulnerable to harm. By
failing to provide safeguards, the
state and institutions become
complicit. When institutions
create or ignore conditions that
drive individuals to the brink, the
line between personal tragedy and
institutional culpability becomes
blurred.

The gaze of victimology, which
has long examined the dynamics
between victims and perpetrators,
can be extended to state
institutions as de facto
perpetrators. Students are not just
“victims” of internal psychological
battles. They are the victims of an
education system that treats them
shabbily. It is also about social

Shabin 0.S.

is Assistant Professor,
Rashtriya Raksha
University,
Puducherry campus

Nabeela Siddiqui

is Assistant Professor,
Vinayaka Mission’s
Law School, Vinayaka
Missions Research
Foundation -
Deemed to be
University, Chennai

The Supreme
Court’s
judgment in
‘Sukdeb Saha vs
The State Of
Andhra
Pradesh’,
acknowledges
mental health to
be an integral
part of the right
to life

values that link self-esteem to
hierarchy and of a governance
collapse that subordinates mental
health as a secondary concern. By
recognising mental health as an
inherent right, the Court was
recognising the structural aspect
of victimisation. It recast the
problem not as a personal
bereavement but as a public
injustice.

Legally, the verdict fills a vital
gap. The Mental Healthcare Act
2017 already enshrines the right to
receive mental health care. But it
has not been implemented
consistently, and enforcement
mechanisms are still poor. By
entrenching mental health in the
Constitution, the Court has
established an elevated normative
benchmark. Citizens can insist on
safeguarding their psychic health
as a fundamental right, not just a
statutory right. To ensure that this
did not become mere rhetoric, the
Court ordered a package of
binding interim orders — now
referred to as the “Saha
Guidelines”. Here, schools,
colleges, hostels and coaching
institutes are required to
proactively develop support
systems to address the issue of
mental health. They instruct
States and Union Territories to
bring the rules into force in two
months and obligate the setting up
of district-level monitoring
committees. Until Parliament
passes a full code, these guidelines
will have legislative force.

The ruling also poses significant
criminological questions regarding
state responsibility. If suicides
among students are partially an
outcome of institutional neglect,
can this form of neglect be
regarded as structural violence?
Johan Galtung’s theory of
structural violence posits that
societal structures causing
systematic harm to individuals by
depriving them of basic needs are
equally blameworthy as direct
violence. By not creating a safe
environment, the state and
educational institutions indirectly
perpetuate harmful
circumstances. This perspective

changes student suicides from
being viewed as “individual
failures” to a result of systemic
injustice. As a victimology case, it
is a point where hidden victims
become visible. Students,
frequently silenced by stigma or
system competitiveness, are
seldom heard as rights holders
when it comes to mental health.
Placing psychological integrity in
Article 21 means that the Court has
opened up room for these victims
to be heard and safeguarded. It
leaves the door ajar for restorative
measures — counselling, reform in
institutions, mechanisms of
accountability that go beyond
retribution to prevention.

The way the judgment has been
received by mental health activists
and professionals highlights its
revolutionary potential. But along
with optimism there must be
caution. Powerful judicial
pronouncements cannot, by
themselves, uproot established
cultural and institutional norms.
The challenge is whether schools,
universities, and State
governments will meaningfully
apply the guidelines, invest in
resources, and train personnel to
deliver real mental health care.

Ultimately, Sukdeb Saha
represents a convergence of law,
criminology and victimology. It
recognises that harm can be
produced not just by individuals
but also by institutions and
systems. It acknowledges that
students, often treated as passive
subjects of education, are rights
holders whose mental well-being
deserves constitutional protection.
And, it challenges society to
confront an uncomfortable truth —
that neglect, indifference and
structural pressures can be as
deadly as acts of direct violence.
In affirming that the right to life
must include a healthy mind, the
Court has given voice to a
generation of students who have
too often been silenced by despair.
Whether this voice translates into
meaningful change will determine
whether the judgment remains a
beacon of hope or a missed
opportunity.
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Court’s nod to mental health as right

ﬁu%mﬁmnaﬁaﬁ‘wa?wﬁméﬁﬁwﬁ

Sukdeb Saha vs The State Of Andhra Pradesh (July 2025 Verdict)

hod HTGT T-TH 38l WSRT ST (JATS 2025 HT e

e In July 2025, the Supreme Court of India pronounced a verdict which has been called a
constitutional landmark.
\—g'm;zozsﬁ, YRd & qdiel <ARTad - U Byl gAam ok Jaenfe did &7 ueR o5
sl

e The case, Sukdeb Saha vs The State Of Andhra Pradesh, was anchored in the anguish of
a father who had lost his 17-year-old daughter, a NEET candidate, in a Visakhapatnam
hostel.
g HTAT, b d AT TTH ST W= I, U [Ual & ga | fenid of, {5l oot 17
quifa 9, S to NEET Iwftqar i, 3! famarea=a givea o @ far a1l

e Dissatisfied with what he believed was the failure of the local police to make a full
investigation, he demanded a Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) inquiry.
R e &t gut o & SRIBadr & HRUT SRIGE 1) 3014 Bald oid &R1 (CBI) g
D HT DI

e His petitions were rejected by the Andhra Pradesh High Court, which then saw him
approach the Supreme Court.
DY I

e The result was not only an order shifting the investigation to the CBI but also a much-
needed acknowledgment of mental health being an integral part of the right to life, under
Article 21 of the Constitution.

URUTTRGR=Y Had SI1d BT CBI B AT BT TSR &1 e A1, Sfets ATRIS WA &1 Sfta=
F AFUPR T D 31T w1 g &1 1} sraadmd &1 g 55, WAy & geg 21 5

dedl

The top court’s argument

Jai= ATy 91 geitdd

e The top court’s argument transcended the specific case and revolved around a crucial social
issue: India’s runaway epidemic of student suicides.

Haed Ty &1 Gaid [aiRIs AT ¥ SMF Sedx U Agayul ATET® Je, IR diad Ot URa
T BT ATHG AT DI gl HFHRT |

e From a criminological perspective, the case highlights what can be termed structural
victimisation.
R f¥HIT ¥, T8 Ter 39 AT HY SRR R § O TRaHTeH S RIeR 99T
HET A FHhl & |

e Student suicides are rarely framed in these terms. Yet, systemic neglect of mental health
combined with the exploitative culture of coaching centres and the indifference of
schools and universities, produce an environment where young people become vulnerable
to harm.
B ST DI 3 Xeal H HH 51 TSI 1 5| R 1ft, Ay wara & yomethra
Iten, HIRA Fg) B Muw TPl iR wpal 7 fyfremert #t IgriaT v Tar wEid Tar
FRT & W8T gaT IR g & Ui Hae=id 81 o |

e By failing to provide safeguards, the state and institutions become complicit.
TRET SUTT USTH 7 HIA IR, IST 3R TR g1t 79 9t § |

o When institutions create or ignore conditions that drive individuals to the brink, the line
between personal tragedy and institutional culpability becomes blurred.
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Victimology perspective
Caj

www.patrioticias.in

e The gaze of victimology, which examines the dynamics between victims and perpetrators,
can be extended to state institutions as de facto perpetrators.

WfEafayE o1 =P, 5 Rl iR Ry & diw o1 nfoxfied &\ Bl 8, 3 I
Y13} Y arafas SrqR1eh & T # off a1 51 Ypar g

¢ Students are not just “victims” of internal psychological battles. They are victims of an
education system that treats them shabbily.

B Had ATai® AFRIS Fuul & “Wfed 761 &1 9 39 Rram yumedt & Wifsd § i 3% 3fua
| 1 gt |

e |tis also about social values linking self-esteem to hierarchy and a governance collapse
that subordinates mental health as a secondary concern.

Tg Hft 37 AT geut & IR H § S TR $1 UgTIehd | wisd & 3R 39 W+
JoITel @ fawedar & SR § § S AFRIe TRy &1 1) g T ol

¢ By recognising mental health as an inherent right, the Court was recognising the structural
aspect of victimisation.
AFRI® WA &1 3T ATYBR THDHR, T A WRAATHD RIGR BT Uge] A=A <l |

e |t recast the problem not as a personal bereavement but as a public injustice.

3 G B had AfRITT &ffd & U H g1, sfcr e 3<Img & 0 # 99 faan

Legal significance

S g

o Legally, the verdict fills a vital gap.

HTL U T, T8 HOdl b Hgedyul @I HI Rl |

e The Mental Healthcare Act 2017 already enshrines the right to receive mental health care,
but it has not been implemented consistently and enforcement mechanisms are still poor.

AFRIS WY ¢E@UTA R 2017 U8d I g1 ATFR® WA S™UTA UTW HA BT
SFUPR RAIT FHRaT 8, Al T/ AR AN e foba 7 g iR FRramwes a st +ff HaeiR
gl

¢ By entrenching mental health in the Constitution, the Court has established an elevated
normative benchmark.

Tfaur A ARIe WrRA &) WAd b, Ty - Uh 3w AF® R fhar gl

o Citizens can insist on safeguarding their psychic health as a fundamental right, not just a
statutory right.

TR 3T AR WaTRA $ TR R TaYd ARPBR & =4 H 9R ¢ IHd §, Had S
SHFUBR & Fu H 77|

e To ensure that this did not become mere rhetoric, the Court ordered a package of binding
interim orders — now referred to as the “Saha Guidelines”.

Y Had HIV S T b & 7T, T 3 IIHAPRY SIAiH SN BT b Uobol feam —
R 31 «wmeT feanfAd=r w1 S 2|

o Here, schools, colleges, hostels and coaching institutes are required to proactively
develop support systems to address mental health.

TgT, Wpd, P, TREA 3R BIFAT HRIT B! AFRIS WY & e, B g B & oY
a1 YUITel! fhg 70 ¥ fasRid &t gift

o They instruct States and Union Territories to bring the rules into force in two months and
obligate the setting up of district-level monitoring committees.
d 3Tl 3R Fg R TSN &1 G <d § fob Faw! o1 g Agi=l & a &s ¢k forar-wadiy
R afafoat &1 o sifard &3

o Until Parliament passes a full code, these guidelines will have legislative force.

ST q WG QU 1S U TEY B, A RN ST R v W
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Criminological Questions and Structural Violence

SrRTyfag= Heth Uy R SReATHS &

The ruling also poses significant criminological questions regarding state responsibility.

Ig Tl Ied Bt RrAert & Yoo & mgayuf srovrufagm wesh uy of 33 gl

If suicides among students are partially an outcome of institutional neglect, can this form
of neglect be regarded as structural violence?

I BT | ATHTENY 3RS FU I TRITT JUET BT YR &, Al 1 39 UHR B SUET B
TS &1 AT S Tt 82

Johan Galtung’s theory of structural violence posits that societal structures causing
systematic harm to individuals by depriving them of basic needs are equally blameworthy as
direct violence.

ST TegT B! HREATHS A B W Tardlt © fob qrmiorep GRammd Sif safekrall i I7eb
grardt smazaedrail | 9 e afRyd g1 ugard €, 3 weaer fa Rt 8 e |
By not creating a safe environment, the state and educational institutions indirectly
perpetuate harmful circumstances.

TRIT ATaTaRuT 9 991 WR, I 3R AeiOrd TRITE 3mer U F g1feRe® uRfRufaal o
Y Tl B

This perspective changes student suicides from being viewed as “individual failures” to a
result of systemic injustice.

S ERHI I BT ATHTETSA B Had “HATRITT SRABAAY’ & ¥ H 37 & Il
Rewma srara & o & =0 & a1 ST |
As a victimology case, it is a point where hidden victims become visible.

te Nifsafagm & ama & Su H, ug 9g fig ¢ el fst gu difsa fier <a &

Students, frequently silenced by stigma or system competitiveness, are seldom heard as
rights holders when it comes to mental health.

3, o SRR Foe 1 Rew 9t ufauyf & SR U a1 911 7, aFie W@y & A
A PR UR® & T H HH € AT 1T 8

Placing psychological integrity in Article 21 means that the Court has opened up room for
these victims to be heard and safeguarded.

3féPpd 21 7 AR SRESdT ! M B HT A ¢ fob array 3 37 fifSdt & g
3R e TEA & forg @ Wi fean 21

It leaves the door ajar for restorative measures — counselling, reform in institutions,
mechanlsms of accountablllty that go beyond retribution to preventlon

& 1T <RaTol Wieldl § — PISATT, TR # YUR, araeg! o, o
muﬁmwﬁﬁmwaﬁ‘d%ﬂ

Reception and Challenges

wepfa ok o

The way the judgment has been received by mental health activists and professionals
highlights its revolutionary potential.

ATRI® WA Hriwarsi iR IR6aR] gRT 39 had &1 Wibid 9@t sifadRt edr &I
SR M 5

But along with optimism there must be caution.

Afp1 ST=ITaTE & A1y ATt o e gl

Powerful judicial pronouncements cannot, by themselves, uproot established cultural and
institutional norms.

el |

The challenge is whether schools, universities, and State governments will meaningfully

apply the guidelines, invest in resources, and train personnel to deliver real mental health
care.

TN 7 © & a1 T, fayfaemey oik Ta @ren fexnfad=n &) arde &0 arp a3,
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a1y § o H3ft, 3R HHETAY &) aRdfds ATRIG WA 3WHTA U H3- & fog
ufRrférd &t

Convergence of Law, Crlmlnology and Victimology

S, SrRTUfA 3R Wifsafasm &1 @

UItlmater, Sukdeb Saha represents a convergence of law, criminology and victimology.
3fefct, G TGN BT+, JURTUIATH 3R FSarag= S1 FT a2 2

It recognises that harm can be produced not just by individuals but also by institutions and
systems.

Ig A &l & [ g1 Paat cafaaal gR1 81 -7g1, dfce Weutaii 3R Rivedl g1 off Oar 31 &
BEIE

It acknowledges that students, often treated as passive subjects of education, are rights
holders whose mental well-being deserves constitutional protection.

Ig WIHR Il § [ B, forg 3R Rign & fAfesa fawa & S0 8 @ 91 &, ifter
YR § o aFfe Hars & daenfe grem fHe el

And, it challenges society to confront an uncomfortable truth — that neglect, indifference
and structural pressures can be as deadly as acts of direct violence.

3R, T8 U B U 35S T BT YMET A BI A Sl § — [ SueT, Igrfi=ar sk
IYTIATHS a9 Ia- 8] UTdd 81 Jbd o ford-1 fob ueaes fgam ot fopard|

In affirming that the right to life must include a healthy mind, the Court has given voice to a
generation of students who have too often been silenced by despair.

g Y ®Rd gU foh SitasT &1 IR o Jee ariae fRufa wnfia gt arfee, =marea 7 39
BT 1 ATl <1 & e SRR foRT=m S gu s feam

Whether this voice translates into meaningful change will determine whether the judgment
remains a beacon of hope or a missed opportunity.

Tg fob 1 T oA A1 aedTa | Sgadl §, U8 99 B P U el ST HI fhwor s+t
&l € U1 U Bl §8 SaER|
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Strengthening Kerala’s secular legacy

Sabarimalas inclusivity stands in opposition to sectarian narratives

STATE OF PLAY

M.A. Baby

s one of the largest an-
A nual pilgrimage sites

in the world, Sabari-
mala has long symbolised de-
votion, discipline and fraterni-
ty. The Global Ayyappa
Sangamam - an initiative by
the Travancore Devaswom
Board (TDB) as part of its plati-
num jubilee celebrations — on
September 20, is a step to-
wards recognising this univer-
sal appeal, and strengthening
Kerala’s secular legacy.

Sabarimala is more than
just a temple. It is a symbol of
Kerala’s social and cultural
synthesis. Pilgrims from
across caste-based and reli-
gious boundaries, climb the
sacred hill after weeks of pe-
nance and self-discipline, reaf-
firming equality and collective
spiritual pursuit. The pre-
sence of Vavar Nada, dedicat-
ed to a Muslim companion of
Lord Ayyappa, is a reminder
of interfaith harmony. The pil-
grim routes also connect with
Arthunkal Church, a Christian
pilgrim centre of historical sig-
nificance.

Equally symbolic is the ren-
dering of the devotional song
‘Harivarasanam’, played as a
lullaby to Ayyappa and his de-
votees at the temple every
day. The song was composed
by the late G. Devarajan, also a
committed atheist and com-
munist, and immortalised in
the voice of K.J. Yesudas, an
iconic singer and a Christian
by birth. Together, these ele-
ments highlight Sabarimala’s
secular, harmonious, and in-
clusive legacy — a space where
devotion is never reduced to
communal identity.

The TDB is celebrating and
reaffirming this long-standing
secular tradition. It signals a
recognition that Sabarimala

belongs to the world, which is
reflected in the words that
greet one at the shrine, ‘that-
wam asi (thou art that’), indi-
cating that the same spirit
sprouts in everyone, or no one
is alien. Yet, Opposition par-
ties have opposed this pro-
gressive step. Adding to this,
the Sabarimala Karma Sa-
mithi, dominated by commu-
nal forces, has announced its
plan to hold a so-called ‘Vis-
wasa Sangamam’ (Faith Con-
gregation) at Pandalam on
September 22. It is a calculat-
ed attempt to inject a commu-
nal narrative into what has his-
torically been a unifying
space.

It is crucial to recognise the
distinction between believers
and communal forces. The
first draws from faith a sense
of discipline, moral strength,
and fraternity. The second
manipulates religious senti-
ments for narrow political
gain. Kerala’s history has
shown that believers have of-
ten stood on the side of reform
and progress. The struggles
led by Sree Narayana Guru,
Ayyankali, and other reform-
ers emerged from within so-
ciety and religious traditions,
and yet they pointed towards
liberation, equality, and social
transformation. It is in this re-
formist tradition that the Glo-
bal Ayyappa Sangamam must
be located.

The secular character of Sa-
barimala is the outcome of
centuries of reform, negotia-
tion, and the struggles of or-

dinary devotees. Reforms at
Sabarimala and other temples
came from within society it-
self. The Left has always held
that such internal reform
movements are essential to
weaken caste hierarchies and
communal divisions. This is al-
so why the attempts to com-
munalise the Sangamam must
be resisted. The BJP and its af-
filiates have long sought to
weaponise Sabarimala for pol-
itical gain, portraying progres-
sive reform as an attack on
faith. Sabarimala has never
belonged to communal forces.
Its inclusivity, its connections
across communities and its
history of reforms, stand in
opposition to sectarian narra-
tives. Efforts are on to portray
the event as an effort by the
CPI(M) to interfere in a reli-
gious gathering as commu-
nists are critics of religion.
Communists study and eri-
tique all aspects of the society
so that a better future can be
ensured. So, quite naturally,
religion also falls within their
radar, asit is part and parcel of
the society. Marx said, “Reli-
gion is the sigh of the op-
pressed creature... It is the
opium of the people.” He was
highlighting the fact that reli-
gion helps the oppressed to
forget their sufferings. Back
then, opium was used by prac-
titioners of medicine as a pain
reliever.

The Global Ayyappa Sanga-
mam is also a platform to dis-
cuss developmental projects —
the Sabarimala Master Plan,
the proposed airport and oth-
er initiatives. It is a political
statement, which asserts that
Kerala’s public sphere will not
be surrendered to divisive
forces. It also declares that
secularism is not an abstract
constitutional principle, but a
living practice embodied in
our pilgrim traditions.

M.A. Baby is CPI(M) General
Secretary

Strengthening Kerala’s secular legacy

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur

Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in .

Page27


https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

www.patrioticias.in

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

A B yHRUe faRTaa ) goga w1

Sabarimala and the Global Ayyappa Sangamam
TrafRuTen 3R TATe ST WTH

As one of the largest annual pilgrimage sites in the world, Sabarimala has long symbolised

devotion, discipline and fraternity.

;@m%a@a@mﬁaﬁﬂwﬁﬁ@w%wﬁ, AR T I & yied, s
YR &1 Uit 38T 8|

The Global Ayyappa Sangamam — an initiative by the Travancore Devaswom Board

(TDB) as part of its platinum jubilee celebrations — on September 20, is a step towards

recognising this universal appeal, and strengthening Kerala’s secular legacy.

TS W JITH — Travancore Devaswom Board (TDB) P Ugd, Sl m wfeTHq
el TURIE &1 few § — 20 RydaR &1, 39 Grd e s & A ¢ 3R Hd 3t
yHfARYe faRTHT & Foied o &1 330 & T HeA

Sabarimala is more than just a temple. It is a symbol of Kerala’s social and cultural
synthesis.

AEFATET Had T UR 781 31 U8 Ha Bt Ao MR GiRpfas fryor &1 udfis 3|
Pilgrims from across caste-based and religious boundaries climb the sacred hill after
weeks of penance and self-discipline, reaffirming equality and collective spiritual pursuit.
fafir wnferTa 3R enfife Wareit & dhfaEh w3 gudl &1 auwT 3R M-SR & &1
3 U UgTS R ded o, THIHGT 3R ATfI® SMeariais v & g4: gf¥ &d 5 |

The presence of Vavar Nada, dedicated to a Muslim companion of Lord Ayyappa, is a
reminder of interfaith harmony.

qraR ATST Pt SRR, S WATaT Sreawr & JRaw it & gufta g, siavurfife Jga o
7e; feandt g1

The pilgrim routes also connect with Arthunkal Church, a Christian pilgrim centre of
historical significance.

Frfefrat & art srfaee o @ ot gea € o Ui Hed &1 $ars i w71

Equally symbolic is the rendering of the devotional song ‘Harivarasanam’, played as a
lullaby to Ayyappa and his devotees at the temple every day.

T ¥ ¥ UliaTad § Ui mia gRarma=m &1 mae, R d@fer & 82 37 srgmn iR 397
Yot & o gam & Ma & U o gom o1 8|

The song was composed by the late G. Devarajan, also a committed atheist and
communist, and immortalised in the voice of K.J. Yesudas, an iconic singer and a Christian
by birth.

gg d W G. Devarajan GRT XA o1, S T AU ATfed® iR drgfaRe f 9 iR 30
K.J. Yesudas @ 3TaT H 3R a1 T, S Ueh URIg A% iR 79 A 54T1S ¢

Together, these elements highlight Sabarimala’s secular, harmonious, and inclusive
legacy — a space where devotion is never reduced to communal identity.

, A I ATaTHATET B eePRYe, syl SR gHTaR R &) ISR B § —
TH U1 R o1 Yied H1ft areifie ugam= oo Hfid et gt
The TDB is celebrating and reaffirming this long-standing secular tradition.
TDB 39 @d T ¥ Tt 3T 76T YHfARU e URURT &1 919 T 8T § 3R 0 T IS HR @I 8
It signals a recognition that Sabarimala belongs to the world, which is reflected in the words
that greet one at the shrine, ‘thatwam asi (thou art that)’, indicating that the same spirit
sprouts in everyone, or no one is alien.
Ig Tobvd BT © [ ATSIRHATAT GFAT BT §, S I Wsal § URTET gl & Sl [t 1wz d
%amaﬂﬁ%, TR (GH a8 B, T8 e & b agt 3imem guft & Sorelt €, a1 b1S uRrar ey

I

Yet, Opposition parties have opposed this progressive step.
o5 o, faueft qat 7 39 wifasia weu &1 Ry fFar g1
Adding to this, the Sabarimala Karma Samithi, dominated by communal forces, has
announced its plan to hold a so-called ‘Viswasa Sangamam’ (Faith Congregation) at
Pandalam on September 22.
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TP ST, HIGRATET HH AT, S e aredl gr1 154 &, 7 22 RideR &1

giswmfraawﬁm Iy WIW (Faith Congregation) {TIINIA B DI AISHT &1 GO Bl
I

It is a calculated attempt to inject a communal narrative into what has historically been a

unifying space.

Ig TSI [T T T © fos UsTRies U ¥ Us Uobigpd R & ATSIRIS ST STalt

e|

It is crucial to recognise the distinction between believers and communal forces.

I8 HedqUl ¢ for Hal SR ASIRA® ardpdl & aid SfdR &I UgaHT ol |

The first draws from faith a sense of discipline, moral strength, and fraternity.

gga Hida I SR, Afae =fa 3k UISER & |11 Ui ol g |

The second manipulates religious sentiments for narrow political gain.

GIRT i yraeai &1 Arg-Ramdt a1y & fore geua HRar 8|

Kerala’s history has shown that believers have often stood on the side of reform and

progress.

A & Sfag™ A fEEmn g f yal 7 SIRR JUR MR WIfd & U & US gU &

The struggles led by Sree Narayana Guru, Ayyankali, and other reformers emerged from

within society and religious traditions, and yet they pointed towards liberation, equality,

and social transformation.

oft ARTIVT 7%, SrA@Ter, 3R 3T YRS GRT A Bt 18 TJud guTeT 3R erfifes weummaif

¥ HfiaR I 3R, 3R b ot 351 g, war=ar ok wrnfore aRads ot 3iR Tard faan

It is in this reformist tradition that the Global Ayyappa Sangamam must be located.

T8 GURAT! WRURT € ford Telad srerwr T &) Ryd 8141 31|

Secular Character of Sabarimala

IIFRATeT BT yHfARue I

The secular character of Sabarimala is the outcome of centuries of reform, negotiation,
and the struggles of ordinary devotees.

; o1 effAROer aie »3 afeal & gur, araf iR Aremur Haal & wauf o1 gk
|

Reforms at Sabarimala and other temples came from within society itself.

3R 3wl H UR JANS & 3ieR | & 3|
The Left has always held that such internal reform movements are essential to weaken
caste hierarchies and communal divisions.

AT H1 SHRM AT 6T ¢ fob T Sk GUR SAigIa=T SfaiTd UeTIspd 3R AGIRS
fAUTS &1 FHAR B & o 3Tz ¢
This is also why the attempts to communalise the Sangamam must be resisted.

e RO § fb T Y Ireite a9 & ward) o1 o)ty foear s Al

The BJP and its affiliates have long sought to weaponise Sabarimala for political gain,
portraying progressive reform as an attack on faith.

BJP 3R 3% TgAIfIal 3 da I0g ¥ [raiyrar &1 IJe-ifae ard & e gRaR a1 &1
T forar , oiR wifafier gurR &1 ufdd wR gwar foam

Sabarimala has never belonged to communal forces.

graftearer HH f ageRie aredl o1 few T8t 5T

Its inclusivity, its connections across communities and its history of reforms, stand in
opposition to sectarian narratives.

IS GUTATRIET, TSR & ST JaY 3R GURT $7 sfoe™ arerie syt & fay o
EeSI]

Efforts are on to portray the event as an effort by the CPI(M) to interfere in a religious
gathering, as communists are critics of religion.

U HRIGH DI CPIM) ERT UTRIE TUT T 58T I & TN & U H URgd $H= & T Id
] ¢, Hife srgfaee o & smaes g

Communists study and critique all aspects of society so that a better future can be
ensured.
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FrRfRe Jae & Gt ugqait &1 srerae 3R At IR § dife U dgar Hfasy
gfAfaa fovar g |

So, quite naturally, religion also falls within their radar, as it is part and parcel of society.
Y, WrHIfas =4 ¥, 4w +ff 370 WD H 31T 5, i a5 AT B STV fewa 3
Marx said, “Religion is the sigh of the oppressed creature... It is the opium of the people.”
AT A &g, “yH difsa uroft &1 e Ig ANl BT i B

He was highlighting the fact that religion helps the oppressed to forget their sufferings.
I8 T8 o g 2 for e fifeal &t 391t et Y@ # weg wear 3|

Back then, opium was used by practitioners of medicine as a pain reliever.

I THY, W &1 Iuan Rifecas o 1 T3 & faw Hvd 3

The Global Ayyappa Sangamam is also a platform to discuss developmental projects —
the Sabarimala Master Plan, the proposed airport and other initiatives.

TS W I Ue 31 1 i § Sef faery uRaisrset «R ==t o Skdt 8 — Jrafararn
AR WM, YRATad ga18 33T 3R 319 Ugal W

It is a political statement, which asserts that Kerala’s public sphere will not be surrendered
to divisive forces.

g U ISP 99 &, 51 I8 YA Hal ¢ i dea 1 ardefae a3 faursert
ATl & g1y H g1 S|

It also declares that secularism is not an abstract constitutional principle, but a living
practice embodied in our pilgrim traditions.

Tg g8 +t 9iftd o § fop erifARUerdaT daa te Aifae Haufe Rigia 78 8, 9fes AR
Tef g waRiei 7 fAftd ue Sftda srara g |

Civilians killed in Burkina Faso

Civilians killed in jihadist attacks since May

Burkina Faso jihadist ~ ¥% ¥ Sf&-1 wraT d ﬁlﬂFﬁ gl |

attacks since May IR Y AR

|

Muslims (GSIM) in Djibo and Youba, while

. At least 40 civilians were killed in attacks by the
At least 40 civilians were Group for the Support of Islam and Muslims (GSIM) in
killed in attacks by the Group  Djibo and Youba, while the Islamic State in the Sahel
Province (IS Sahel) killed nine civilians in an ambush on a
humanitarian convoy to Gorom Gorom.

HH Y FHH 40 AR et 3R gar & Ju Bk § Ui Si1H

for the Support of Islam and

the Islamic State in the Sahel Province (IS . e 7 R &
Sahel) killed nine civilians in an ambush on ; ts % . (GSIM) ? A f{qﬁﬁ g, 5
humanitarian convoy to Gorom Gorom. arp '\‘%?&3; ;m uTd (IS £=ﬁ o a?ﬁﬁgwﬁl
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SCon ant1c1pat0ry bail in caste crime

Supreme Court cancels anticipatory bail granted to a caste crime accused, upholding Section 18 of the SC/ST Act; the ruling reinforces protection for Dalit victims,

bars pre-trial relief, and warns courts against conducting a ‘mini-trial’ at the bail stage

LETTER & SPIRIT
Vikram Karuna

The story so far:
n September 1, the Supreme
Court quashed a Bombay High
Court order that had granted
anticipatory bail to an accused
of caste crimes. In the case of Kiran vs
Rajkumar Jivaraj Jain, a Bench led by
Chief Justice of India B. R. Gavai held that
Section 18 of the Scheduled Castes and
Scheduled Tribes (Prevention of
Atrocities) Act, 1989, creates a specific bar
against anticipatory bail for crimes made
out prima facie. This case involves
caste-based assault, abuse, and
intimidation linked to an electoral
dispute.

Facts of the case

In this case, on November 26, 2024, a
First Information Report (FIR) was filed
by Kiran, a member of the Scheduled
caste community, alleging that Rajkumar
Jain and others had attacked him and his
family after he refused to cast a vote as
directed in the Assembly elections.
According to the complaint, the accused
attacked him with iron rods, abused him
with his caste name, molested his mother
and aunt, looted the mangalsutra, and
threatened to burn their home with petrol
bottles. The incident was witnessed by
independent witnesses. The Additional
Sessions judge at Paranda rejected
anticipatory bail, noting clear casteist
intent and corroboration. However, the
Bombay High Court (Aurangabad Bench)
reversed this decision, terming the case
politically motivated, exaggerated, and
inconsistent, and granted bail. This
prompted an appeal before the Supreme
Court.

Why is anticipatory bail barred under
the SC/ST Act?

The Supreme Court underlined that
Section 18 of the Scheduled Castes and
the Scheduled Tribes (Prevention of
Atrocities) Act, 1989, categorically

excludes the application of Section 438 of
the Criminal Procedure Code (CrPC)
(Section 482 of BNSS), which allows
anticipatory bail. The Parliament has
inserted this bar to protect victims from
intimidation and to ensure effective
prosecution.

Drawing upon precedents such as State
of M.P. vs Ram Krishna Balothia (1995),
Vilas Pandurang Pawar vs State of
Maharashtra (2012), and Prathvi Raj
Chauhan vs Union of India (2020), the
court reiterated that offences under the
Act form a distinct class tied to systemic

GETTY IMAGES

untouchability and caste discrimination.
The bar is constitutionally valid and does
not violate Article 14 or 21 of the
Constitution. Courts, the Bench clarified,
cannot conduct a “mini-trial” at the bail
stage and are only required to examine
whether a prima facie case exists.

In this case, the use of caste slurs, the
public nature of the assault, and the
electoral motive made the offence
squarely fall within the ambit of the
Scheduled Castes and the Scheduled
Tribes (Prevention of Atrocities) Act, 1989,
thereby ruling out anticipatory bail.

Key observations

The Bench clarified that insults and
assaults that occur outside the
complainant’s house, in a manner visible
to others, count as acts “within public
view,” a statutory requirement under
Section 3(1)(r). It further noted that the
attack was triggered by the complainant’s
voting choice, which attracted Section
3(1)(0) of the Act that criminalises
coercion or retaliation in voting against
SC/ST members. Independent witness
accounts, recovery of weapons, and
medical evidence strengthened the
prosecution’s case, making the High

THE GIST

v

The court cancels anticipatory
bail in Kiran vs Rajkumar
Jivaraj Jain, reaffirming that
Section 18 of the SC/ST
(Prevention of Atrocities) Act,
1989 bars anticipatory bail for
offences like caste-based
assault, abuse, intimidation,
and electoral retaliation.

v

Court’s di 1 of the FIR bl

The jud hasises that

The court also cautioned High Courts
against overstepping into evidence
appreciation at the pre-arrest bail stage.

Ultimately, the Supreme Court
cancelled the anticipatory bail, calling the
High Court’s order a “manifest error and
jurisdictional illegality.”

The way forward

The ruling reinforces that the SC/ST Act is
not a procedural formality but a
substantive shield to safeguard the dignity
and security of vulnerable communities.
The bar on anticipatory bail, although
strict, is constitutionally sound because it
addresses the very real threat of
intimidation and retaliation against Dalit
and tribal complainants.

Going forward, courts must respect the
legislative intent of Section 18 and avoid
diluting its force by treating allegations as
exaggerated without trial, and apply the
“prima facie test” strictly on the face of
the FIR, without slipping into evidentiary
analysis. The judgment also recognises
that electoral retaliation against SC/ST
voters carries broader implications for
democratic participation and social
justice.

The judgment strengthens
accountability under the SC/ST Act and
underscores that the rule of law must
stand firmly on the side of protecting the
most marginalised.

Vikram Karuna is an Assistant Professor
at the School of Law, Justice & Governance,
Gautam Buddha University, Greater Noida

courts must respect the bar on
anticipatory bail, avoid
mini-trials at the pre-arrest
stage, and apply the prima
facie test, reinforcing
protection of vulnerable SC/ST
communities and
accountability for caste crimes.

SC on anticipgtory bail in caste crime
oTfd SruRTY H S| SHEd IR SC

e Supreme Court cancels anticipatory bail granted to a caste crime accused, upholding
Section 18 of the SC/ST Act.

T HIC A S1fa SrRTY SR 1 < 12 SR THTa ¥E AR <, 3R SC/ST Uae &Y URT 18
DI THIT |
e The ruling reinforces protection for Dalit victims, bars pre-trial relief, and warns courts
against conducting a ‘mini-trial’ at the bail stage.

g iy gfera Rifedl & forg gRam &) Aoigd od1 8, gd--a1iie Irgd ! A 7, 3R SHMAd
& TR F Ff-graer B3a § el &Y Adra a2

Supreme Court on Anticipatory Bail under SC/ST Act
Tt fifawm & dga S sHTHa W i 3

e On September 1, the Supreme Court quashed a Bombay High Court order that had
granted anticipatory bail to an accused of caste crimes.

1 fydew &1,

fH DI 7 i 7S DI P SMTaN B & B o, forgd wfar smenfya srovrel
& RIG DT SR STHTT & 778 |
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In the case of Kiran vs Rajkumar Jivaraj Jain, a Bench led by Chief Justice of India B. R.
Gavai held that Section 18 of the Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes (Prevention
of Atrocities) Act, 1989, creates a specific bar against anticipatory bail for crimes made out
prima facie.

o1 3T TP HR foraRTe 99 & Ama §, g iR ot SR, ag &t sreger arelt
e A gl [ Srggfa Wi 3R Srggferd Sefa (SR 3t AHum) sifufraw, 1989 &t
YRT 18 VI ORTeN o oy 3R ST IR WY A ATt @ S urdfie &9 @ gifad 81d 2
This case involves caste-based assault, abuse, and intimidation linked to an electoral
dispute.

agmn%wﬁrrﬁfanumm ATl 3R SIA-UHST I ST 8, Sl Ueb gAY farare 9
Heifer g

Facts of the Case

HHS & a9

On November 26, 2024, a First Information Report (FIR) was filed by Kiran, a member of
the Scheduled caste community, alleging that Rajkumar Jain and others had attacked him
and his family after he refused to cast a vote as directed in the Assembly elections.

26 AR, 2024 &, fHvur, S SryfIa wfa TS & e €, 7 wyw e Ruid (FIR) aof
FRTS, oI SRIT AT 3 ISTHHR A 3R 3T 7 37 W 3R 3% URAR W gHal i1 5@
I fauraur gamEl & Afdy e 3 7deM a3 3 $70R |

According to the complaint, the accused attacked him with iron rods, abused him with his
caste name, molested his mother and aunt, looted the mangalsutra, and threatened to
burn their home with petrol bottles.

RGP & SER, SRIUT A 39 W @l &I Bl U 5T [, I I ATfd ATH Y et &,
ID! 01 3R AT & WY FSBTS BT, WA e for, 3R 3% R &I Uetd Pt diaal o
S B YHD! Al |

The incident was witnessed by independent witnesses.

Y Tl S TdF Targ! - Jigd fea|

The Additional Sessions judge at Paranda rejected anticipatory bail, noting clear
casteist intent and corroboration.

WISt ¥ ffaied w3 arardiwr 3 of¥m ST Wi o &), R Wy aifard 382 ok
gfY <t S|

However, the Bombay High Court (Aurangabad Bench) reversed this decision, terming the
case politically motivated, exaggerated, and inconsistent, and granted bail.

gTaifap, a@eﬁaﬁé(mhﬁsﬂmﬁwﬁm A &I IS AR, Fe1-
QT B TATIT 7T 3R ST Hgl, 3R A |

This prompted an appeal before the Supreme Court.

SO G I H 3rdiel &1 URd foba |

Why is Anticipatory Bail Barred under the SC/ST Act?

R ffraw & agd A SHHT R AP 1 872

The Supreme Court underlined that Section 18 of the SC/ST Act, 1989, categorically
excludes the application of Section 438 of the CrPC [Section 482 of the Bharatiya Nagarik
Suraksha Sanhita (BNSS)], which allows anticipatory bail.

gita ®1d 7 Xaifehd fhar fo weitreadt siffeam, 1989 #t 4RT 18 WY ¥4 ¥ crPC @t
TRT 438 B! AN HR U et g, off T FTHAG BT AT it 8

The Parliament has inserted this bar to protect victims from intimidation and to ensure
effective prosecution.

g A I8 A SO STl § o1 NifSal ot svm-aue™ 3 gRam fia oik gurdt sl
gHfEa gl

Drawing upon precedents such as State of M.P. vs Ram Krishna Balothia (1995), Vilas
Pandurang Pawar vs State of Maharashtra (2012), and Prathvi Raj Chauhan vs Union of
India (2020), the court reiterated that offences under the Act form a distinct class tied to
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systemic untouchability and caste discrimination.
ud fAufaY S % State of M.P. ST Ram Krishna Balothia (1995), Vilas Pandurang
Pawar §-ITH State of Maharashtra (2012), 3R Prathvi Raj Chauhan §-TH Union of India
(2020) T BATET < §U, SfaTad A alexrdl fd o & ded SRy Ueh S1a Auft §91d & St
ArIoIe SRYREdT 3R Sfa Vguma d et 81

e The bar is constitutionally valid and does not violate Article 14 or 21 of the Constitution.

Ig A% HAUTHS ©T A Y g 3R AU F 3rTsde 14 TT 21 BT Icwd el et |

e  Courts cannot conduct a “mini-trial” at the bail stage and are only required to examine whether a
prima facie case exists.

SIETAd ST & RN & “JEA-TaA” gl IR qohdll 3R Had I8 oWl ¢ 1o 1 UIIfd g
¥ grer Hivg B

¢ In this case, the use of caste slurs, the public nature of the assault, and the electoral
motive made the offence fall within the ambit of the SC/ST Act, 1989, thereby ruling out
anticipatory bail.

=g A H, irfa sienfe e, gHa o1 rdwee Wy, 3R gATd) SERd A SRy
DI TERitEadt sftferad, 1989 & R § o faan, o R swTd 3Riva 81 TS|

Key Observations

=0

¢ The Bench clarified that insults and assaults that occur outside the complainant’s house, in
a manner visible to others, count as acts “within public view,” a statutory requirement under
Section 3(1)(r).
i3 3 Wy fovan i Risrrdaewal & R & 8R4 arel SruiT 3R g0d, S g¥Ri &! fowr 3a
§, 3! «qrdeife Txa 97 fU U SR A1 S, ST 3(1)(r) & d8d ST Al ]

o |t further noted that the attack was triggered by the complainant’s voting choice, which
attracted Section 3(1)(o) of the Act that criminalises coercion or retaliation in voting
against SC/ST members.

U 3ramal ag |t e fovan T foh Ig gt Rieradd! &1 HaglH URiG & HRUI g, off
SFAFTTH B URT 3(1)(0) F SfFTA AT 7, STt THi/wad) Gexl & f@arw Hagr # wik-
TG a1 Ufa=ie o1 SORTY AT B |

¢ Independent witness accounts, recovery of weapons, and medical evidence strengthened
the prosecution’s case, making the High Court’s dismissal of the FIR untenable.

WA TaTEl & g9, AR @ e, ok Rifeer wiey 7 freH & Aamad &) aeed
o, o I <ITITed §IRT FIR WIS ST 3RYd 1 77

e The court also cautioned High Courts against overstepping into evidence appreciation at
the pre-arrest bail stage.

SfETad A I arTed o1 9g Iaraqt o & i RRuat & vga sa avor | Anedl &
i ¥ fUD gxaad 7 B

¢ Ultimately, the Supreme Court cancelled the anticipatory bail, calling the High Court’s
order a “manifest error and jurisdictional illegality.”

3fca:, G I A R FTHHT 35 R &Y, 3R I AT & AT B! Y Ffe 3R
ARPIRS Srderar sar|

The Way Forward
ST BT I

e The ruling reinforces that the SC/ST Act is not a procedural formality but a substantive
shield to safeguard the dignity and security of vulnerable communities.

Tg fAufa gfY oxar 2 fo vaiimadt sifufaw Saa uftearers siuariear =8 8, afew
Tae-TRite Tqeral @1 TRUT 3R GRET H1 & FHA a1a Hiferd Had ¢ |

e The bar on anticipatory bail, although strict, is constitutionally sound because it
addresses the very real threat of intimidation and retaliation against Dalit and tribal
complainants.
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R ST W A, S T 8, HauTfe U & JRid T Fife 78 afera aiv
Jnfeanft Rreradeatel & fRaame s 3R ufawiy & IRafds TR & Jafd s gl

o Going forward, courts must respect the legislative intent of Section 18 and avoid diluting
its force by treating allegations as exaggerated without trial, and apply the “prima facie
test” strictly on the face of the FIR, without slipping into evidentiary analysis.

3T TAHR, SASTAd] DI URT 18 F AUTD ILRT BT W HT A1 3R fo71 wieor &
SRIUY P TGT-TGTHI HIFDR SUD! Yo DI HHSIR ol BT ALY, 3R FIR F YR TR
YT RIS o Tt ¥ AR A1 ANy, fom area fawawor 3 ug|

e The judgment also recognises that electoral retaliation against SC/ST voters carries
broader implications for democratic participation and social justice.

ﬁ@%ﬁm%%@@ﬂmﬁm@ﬁ% ATl ufa=nY &1 Abdis
wﬂmﬁ YIS <YTY TR ATUH YHTT TSl g

e The judgment strengthens accountability under the SC/ST Act and underscores that the
rule of law must stand firmly on the side of protecting the most marginalised.

g5 oo Taeitewdt Sty & agd Sraraeg! &1 Holgd adl § 3R I8 L@ifdhd Pl ¢ &
P BT AT SHIT T SR W @ a1 AN BT YR&T & g8 § g1 anfeul

www.patrioticias.in

Sixth tranche of auction for critical,

strategic minerals to kick off today
GS T Disviuion of Resoures

Saptaparno Ghosh
NEW DELHI

The sixth tranche of auc-
tion for critical and strateg-

The latest round would
feature  four  mineral
blocks, where full-fledged
mining operations can be
undertaken alongside 19

mence mining. Stationed
across “multiple States”,
the mines housed several
minerals including rare-
earths, tungsten, lithium,

ic minerals will be unveiled  blocks with a prospecting cobalt, gallium, potash,
on Tuesday, the Ministry of  licence-cum-mining lease, = among others, the Ministry
Mines said on Monday. and can thereafter com- informed.

Sixth tranche of auction for critical, strategic minerals to

kick off today

memaﬁvﬁ%mﬂﬁnﬂmwwm
qE

e The sixth tranche of auction for critical and strategic minerals will be unveiled on Tuesday,

the Ministry of Mines said on Monday.
3R Yurfifae @i & e B81 @Rur @1 Hreardt Sear &1 IJE & e, NHIR S

@ /AT A Fg|

e The latest round would feature four mineral blocks, where full-fledged mining operations can
be undertaken alongside 19 blocks with a prospecting licence-cum-mining lease, and can
thereafter commence mining.
Y FdHaY IROT § IR @S sAteRT g1, ST81 4ot UM IR G- B 6T S davd §, 14 81 19
TR g oM U 3-AWUT AT3A HE WA UST €, 3R 3P dIg T Y& (a1 S Yol 7
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e Stationed across “multiple States”, the mines housed several minerals including rare-earths,
tungsten, lithium, cobalt, gallium, potash, amo gé)thers the Ministry informed.

% AP F R, 37 W B B @il e & O b el gedt e, dvreed, i,
ﬁw,ﬁﬁw,ﬁm,aﬁ?&m,wﬁqﬁam|

¢ Government has released a list of 30 critical minerals for India.

e These minerals are Antimony, Beryllium, Bismuth, Cobalt, Copper, Gallium,
Germanium, Graphite, Hafnium, Indium, Lithium, Molybdenum, Niobium, Nickel,
PGE, Phosphorous, Potash, REE,Rhenium, Silicon, Strontium, Tantalum,
Tellurium, Tin, Titanium, Tungsten, Vanadium,Zirconium, Selenium and Cadmium.

. . Pakistan ‘kills 31
PramLman militants’ in the

Pakistan ‘kills 31 militants’ in the northwest as TTP offers

northwest as TTP offers dialogue dialogue
= mmm = IR ufdw |

31 fuferdes &1 Ay,
T A aradia 1
U=[HI DI

. Pakistan’s security forces raided
two separate militant hideouts in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa in the country’s northwest,
killing 31 insurgents.

Ui D1 Y& i 7 G/ & IR Uiy
& WR USTAEAT H &l S(eRT-3 Af
3rgt W B1ur AR, B 31 fagifedt Y aR
e

. In a surprise move, the Pakistani
Taliban under the group TTP offered to

Pakistan’s security forces raided two separate militant hideouts in

Khyber Pakhtunkhwa in the country’s northwest, killing 31 hold talks with the Pakistani government

insurgents. In a surprise move, the Pakistani Taliban under the to address the “root causes” of two decades

group TTP offered to hold talks with the Pakistani government to of conflict.

address the “root causes” of two decades of conflict. ap TH HTYASHS Hed o, Ig St & dgd
UIfPEaTt aTfereT 3 < Greh! & Juy o

“Td SR DI FAAT B & o UIfHar-t TRER & 1Y qradid B &1 UH Bl |
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Alogo of Sarawak Energy at an electric vehicle charging
station in Kuching on the island of Borneo. FILE PHOTO

Malaysia’s largest
island state eyes
‘oreen battery’ role

Agence !rance-Presse
KUCHING

Malaysia’s verdant, river-crossed state of Sarawak
is charging ahead with plans to become a regional
“green battery”, but its renewable energy dreams
could come at serious environmental cost, ex-
perts warn.

Wedged between peninsular Malaysia, Indone-
sia, Singapore and the Philippines, Sarawak’s lea-
dership believes it could become a keystone in a
regional energy transition.

Its many rivers and streams offer potentially
abundant hydro-electricity and could one day
power production of green hydrogen. It is also in-
stalling solar and touting biomass to grow its re-
newable capacity, with Premier Abang Johari Tun
Openg telling investors in Europe the state is
“committed to a low-carbon and sustainable ener-
gy future”. But environmental groups warn much
of this green energy infrastructure contributes to
deforestation. And for now, Sarawak’s main ex-
port is a fossil fuel: liquefied natural gas.

Sarawak began generating hydroelectricity sev-
eral decades ago, and is currently building a
fourth hydro-power plant. They currently ac-
count for around 3,500 megawatts — enough to
light about two to three million Southeast Asian
households daily. With a population of fewer than
three million, the huge potential energy surplus is
obvious, he said. By 2030, Sarawak aims to gener-
ate around 10,000 megawatts, mostly from hydro-
power, with solar and natural gas contributing.

It wants to supply neighbouring Sabah state
and Brunei, and potentially mainland Malaysia,
Singapore and the Philippines.
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Malaysia’s largest island state
eyes ‘green battery’ role

HARMT &1 99 987 g4 Iy
i dedl’ B YfireT 1 R
¢Eal g

¢ Malaysia’s verdant, river-crossed state of Sarawak is
charging ahead with plans to become a regional “green
battery”, but its renewable energy dreams could come
at serious environmental cost, experts warn.
HARIT BT g1-4R1, it J o1 Iy WRmare &= =
A o7 31 diorFsi & 1Y 3 §¢ T |, Afp 3B
Tdievoiig et & guA 1R wafaRuig anma w s
Thd €, faRg Jaraht <d §1

o Wedged between peninsular Malaysia, Indonesia,
Singapore and the Philippines, Sarawak’s leadership
believes it could become a keystone in a regional

energy transition.

wafRmr yraghu, sSAfRmT, RimgR i fedhdiia &
o fRUd, TR1aT BT g T & fob g &= Seit
HHHU § TP P 9 9hal gl

e Its many rivers and streams offer potentially
abundant hydro-electricity and could one day power
production of green hydrogen.

TP P el AR AT AT FU F TR

WWW%WW%WE%@W%
IdTe &) Qe ¢ Febd B

e ltis also installing solar and touting biomass to
grow its renewable capacity, with Premier Abang
Johari Tun Openg telling investors in Europe the state
is “committed to a low-carbon and sustainable energy
future”.
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But environmental groups warn much of this green energy infrastructure contributes to
deforestation.

Qfe qafarr T Tara od § b 39 I ol SIRCIR PT ISR figwar =R &
BB KRG
And for now, Sarawak’s main export is a fossil fuel: liquefied natural gas.

, IRTaTH HT A Fafd T ey $UF §: IR Wipfa® |
Sarawak began generating hydroelectricity several decades ago, and is currently building a
fourth hydro-power plant.

TRIATH - S G UG BTG SISATREINIET BT SATE L fobdT T, 3R IdAH H AT BT3S)-
TR Wie §1 38T 5

They currently account for around 3,500 megawatts — enough to light about two to three
million Southeast Asian households daily.

AT & T T 3,500 TIMETE & SRISR & — o A THT &t A i frferas eféror-gd ekmarg
WY &1 ufafe A=m w3 & forg wafa g1

With a population of fewer than three million, the huge potential energy surplus is obvious,
he said.

i forfere @ w1 e aret &1 ), faer Guifad et Sty Wy 8, S<i9 gl
By 2030, Sarawak aims to generate around 10,000 megawatts, mostly from hydropower,
with solar and natural gas contributing.
2030 %, TRTATH BT AT TTHT 10,000 AIMETE ITT BT §, T T I gIggIUTaR O, o
TR SHuil 3R wpfas A9 TreE S|
It wants to supply neighbouring Sabah state and Brunei, and potentially mainland Malaysia,
Singapore and the Philippines.
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- Cluster bombs ‘killed, injured more

than 1,200 in Ukraine’ since 2022

ence France-Presse
GENEVA

Cluster munitions have
killed or injured more than
1,200 civilians in Ukraine
since Russia’s invasion be-
gan, a monitor said on
Monday, decrying “trou-
bling setbacks” in global ef-
forts to eradicate the
weapons.

Since Russia expanded
the invasion of its western
neighbour in February
2022, Ukraine has regis-
tered the highest number
of recorded annual cluster
munition casualties world-
wide, the Cluster Munition
Coalition (CMC) said in its
annual report.

Uses banned weapons

Russia has used the widely-
banned weapons “exten-
sively” since the first day of
the war, it said, adding that

L e ALY A

. g P
e Wy
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Police officers look at collected fragments of Russian rockets,
including cluster rounds, that hit Kharkiv, in Ukraine. FILE PHOTO

Ukraine too had deployed
them and faced accusa-
tions of using them in
Russia.

At least 193 cluster mu-
nition casualties were re-
corded in Ukraine in 2024,
out of 314 globally, the re-
port said. In total, more
than 1,200 such casualties
have been registered in Uk-

raine since the start of the
war, most of them in 2022.
But the report stressed
that the figure was surely a
dramatic underestimate,
pointing out that last year
alone, Ukraine suffered
around 40 cluster muni-
tion attacks where casualty
numbers were not given.
The reported casualty fi-

gures are “the tip of the
iceberg”, Loren Persi,
head of the Cluster Muni-
tion Monitor Impact Team,
told reporters in Geneva.
“All indications are that...
there would be hundreds
of casualties more at least,
if not thousands.”

Cluster munitions can
be dropped from planes or
fired from artillery before
exploding in mid-air and
scattering bomblets over a
wide area. They pose a last-
ing threat since many fail
to explode on impact, ef-
fectively acting as land-
mines that can explode
years later.

Neither Russia nor Uk-
raine are among the 112
states that are party to the
2008 Convention on Clus-
ter Munitions, which pro-
hibits the use, transfer,
production and storage of
cluster bombs.

Cluster bombs ‘killed, injured more than 1,200 in Ukraine’

since 2022

A THI 7 2022 | b1 A 1,200 34w AN Y ART 37

urad foear

e Cluster munitions have killed or injured more than 1,200 civilians in Ukraine since Russia’s
invasion began, a monitor said on Monday, decrying “troubling setbacks” in global efforts to
eradicate the weapons.

el

BRURY 3 T4 & 3MHHU YE H P 91¢  LobT | 1,200 F 31 ARTRSY &1 ART 1
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¢ Since Russia expanded the invasion of its western neighbour in February 2022, Ukraine has
registered the highest number of recorded annual cluster munition casualties worldwide,
the Cluster Munition Coalition (CMC) said in its annual report.

= 1 3 g uSrt
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Uses banned weapons
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¢ Russia has used the widely-banned weapons “extensively” since the first day of the war, it
said, adding that Ukraine too had deployed them and faced accusations of using them in
Russia.

& 1 gg & Ugd &7 I Us FU 9 Yfasid gRART 1 “dde ¥4 9 IUN 51 3, 8],
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e Atleast 193 cluster munition casualties were recorded in Ukraine in 2024, out of 314
globally, the report said. In total, more than 1,200 such casualties have been registered in
Ukraine since the start of the war, most of them in 2022.

feare & Fgr T fs 2024 T o B HH I 1 193 FaveX AR gd18d ol (6T T, SIafdh
AfYF TR W T8 TE 314 I | ot TR, I B Lo A Ioh1 F 1,200 A 3ifF gaT8d a0l
U e g, for & eiftrarter 2022 & A

o But the report stressed that the figure was surely a dramatic underestimate, pointing out
that last year alone, Ukraine suffered around 40 cluster munition attacks where casualty
numbers were not given.

Wfes fraiE 3 SR SR &gl fh T8 shiwst fAf¥d U T U eIy 4 q HH 3T T 8,
3R 75 Tohd fean i Frad Rse a1at &), Zobe1 3 TIHT 40 Fevex WA= gal &l I
o, forH gamedl &1 g el § TS|

o The reported casualty figures are “the tip of the iceberg”, Loren Persi, head of the Cluster
Munition Monitor Impact Team, told reporters in Geneva.

forar & R ¥ &g1, Favex "fFRE AfHeR side A9 &1 U @i -t A fos Ruié farg e
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e “All indications are that... there would be hundreds of casualties more at least, if not
thousands.”

qoff Gha & fb... o7 T HH Abs! 3R g8d 8, 3R goIRI =gl dll”

e Cluster munitions can be dropped from planes or fired from artillery before exploding in mid-
air and scattering bomblets over a wide area.

FeReR TR & At ¥ R ST Ghdr § a1 Ao ¥ SR ST 9T €, 3R I8 ga1 o
fawpifed g § Ugd arradey & U & § hard g1

e They pose a lasting threat since many fail to explode on impact, effectively acting as
landmines that can explode years later.

Y R WRT Ul B4 § i B3 1Y YT R [3pie T8 81, 3R gHidt =0 § yfir-wrg=i
) ORE BTH PR § il af F1G fapIe B Tbd gl

¢ Neither Russia nor Ukraine are among the 112 states that are party to the 2008 Convention
on Cluster Munitions, which prohibits the use, transfer, production and storage of cluster
bombs.

A 1 T 3R 7 € gebT 31 112 30 7 € S 2008 TR WA HAUA S 9w 8, S
FAER FAI P IGGNT, RIHIARUT, IdTe 3R USRI IR Yfqee T ¢ |

GS Paper II: Polity, Governance, And International Relations
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1. SC stays ‘arbitrary’ Waqf change_s; upholds Act
U ®Id A "HH" 97 dGard] UR D qs;
U & RHIR @1

2. ‘Aadhaar is part of statute, can be used by voters’

émwwm%w%,mmmﬂmm

3. SC backs move to rid ‘waqgf by user’ of statutory
recognition

Page39

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS
CONTACT: 9971932488

U TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

GERP 919 Gol¥’ BI B! AT TH HIA & HGH Bl
T gufta o1 A foa

4. China’s rise as potential superpower changing
complexion of ties; India needs more nuanced
policies, says Tirumurti

T & JUTIId HeRIfad & w0 # IURA I ezl &1
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5. Rising obesity, children’s exposure to ultra-processed
foods

Aler § gfx, T BT feel-UNs Bed & §Ud | gl
6. The conduct of social media companies amid political
unrest

eI reifa & SR |Rra Hifsar sufaal &1
qdel}

7. ‘Indiais keen to preserve its ties with U.S., but not at
any cost’
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SC stays ‘arbitrary’ Waqgf changes; upholds Act

Top Court says judgment based on only a

prima facie consideration of the 2025 law

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

he Supreme Court
T on Monday struck

a balance by stay-
ing crucial portions of the
Wagf (Amendment) Act,
2025, which it found “pri-
ma facie arbitrary” while
refusing to freeze the law
in its entirety.

In a judgment on a plea
for interim stay of the law,
a Bench of Chief Justice of
India B.R. Gavai and Justice
A.G. Masih reasoned that a
parliamentary legislation
was naturally presumed to
be constitutional as the
lawmakers would only
have the public’s best inter-
ests in mind, so much so
that even discrimination
woven into the statute
would be based on adeq-
uate grounds.

Key provisions

However, this reasoning
did not stop the court from
staying key provisions of
the 2025 Act, including the
one which required a per-

son intending to create a
Wagqf to prove that he had
been practising Islam for
five years.

The court said there was
nothing wrong in requiring
a person to prove that he
had been practising the
faith for at least five years,
considering that Wagf en-
dowments were misused
as a “clever device to tie up
property in order to defeat
creditors and generally to
evade the law under the
cloak of a plausible dedica-
tion to the Almighty”.

However, the Bench
found it arbitrary that the
law failed to provide a bas-
ic mechanism or proce-
dure to ascertain whether
the person had indeed
been practising Islam for at
least five years. Chief Jus-
tice Gavai directed the pro-
vision to be shelved until
the government came up
with a mechanism.

The court found “totally
unconstitutional” a provi-
so in Section 3C, which
mandated that a Waqf
would lose its character

Its observations will not prevent parties from making
future submissions about the validity of provisions

Yes and no

= ‘Prima facie
arbitrary’: The
lack of a basic
mechanism
luasceriain
whether the
person has

Alook at some of the key features of the Supreme Court ruling

on the Wagf (Amendment) Act

® ‘Totally unconstitutional’: Section 3C proviso
that a Waqf loses its character immediately upon
doubt of being government property, before inquiry
completion: allowing the designated officer and State
government to unilaterally alter revenue and Wagf
Board records, respectively, changing the status of a
Wagf property inta a porernment praperty

= ‘Protected monument’
status: The argument
that Waqf property loses
its status if notified as a
‘protected monument’
was termed a ‘fallacy’

bean practising
Islam for at
least five

years, which is
requirement to
croatn awagh

FiITITT

the moment someone
raised a doubt that it was
government property.
Chief Justice Gavai said
though any government
property was public asset,
a designated officer had ev-
ery reason to conduct an
inquiry, but it could not
suddenly cease to be one
before the designated offic-
er submits the report. The
court stayed parts of Sec-
tion 3C that allowed the de-
signated officer and a State
government to unilaterally

= ‘Mandatory registration’;

Ihe caurt rejected arguments

againstthe mandatory
registration of Wagfs
prospectively

alter revenue and Wagf
Board records, respective-
ly, changing the status of a
‘Wagqf property into a go-
vernment property.

Title of properties

CJ1 held that determination
of the title (ownership) of a
property came within the
ambit of the judiciary, and
the executive would be
breaching the fundamen-
tal principle of separation
of powers by one-sidedly
depriving citizens posses-

| community

donations: It addressed
concerns about
restricting tribal Muslims
from donating land as
Wagfs, over the potential
threat to cultural

| minorities

sion of a Waqf property.
“It is directed that un-
less the issue with regard
to title of the Wagqf proper-
ty in terms of Section 3C of
the Wagqf (Amendment)
Act, 2025 is not finally de-
cided in proceedings un-
der Section 83 before the
Wagf Tribunal, and subject
to further orders by the
State High Court, neither
the Wagqfs will be dispos-
sessed of the property nor
the entry in the revenue re-
cords and the records of

the Waqf Board shall be af-
fected,” the court said. To
balance the equities and to
protect valuable govern-
ment properties, the court
said it was imperative that
Mutawallis (managers) of
these disputed Wagfs did
not create any third-party
rights until the final deci-
sion of the competent tri-
bunal on the status of
property.

The Bench directed that
Central Wagqf Council
would not have more than
four non-Muslims out of a
total 22. State Wagf Boards
would limit the number of
its non-Muslim members
to three out of a total 11.
The apex court ordered
that the Chief Executive Of-
ficers of State Wagf Boards
must be picked from the
Muslim community “as far
as possible”.

“Right from 1923, in all
the Wagf enactments we
have referred to, there was
a requirement of registra-
tion of Wagfs. We are, the-
refore, of the view that if
Mutawallis (managers) for

SC stays ‘arbitrary’ Waqf change§; upholds Act
U ®I¢ A HU aFb Feardl U I @S, ff=aw
DI TWHIR DT

Top Court says judgment based on only a prima facie consideration of the 2025 law

JEqH TATAY A H8T {6 BHe Had 2025 BT & RIS faR w® snuika @

Bench limits the number of non-Muslims on the
Central Wagf councils and State Waqgf Boards

a period of 102 years could
not get the Waqgf regis-
tered, as required under
the earlier provisions, they
cannot claim that they be
allowed to continue with
the Waqgf even if they are
not registered,” Justice Ga-
vai said.

The court noted that the
Waqf Act, 1995, had al-
lowed registration without
any requirement to pro-
vide a formal deed. “If for
30 long years, the Muta-
wallis had chosen not to
make an application for re-
gistration, they cannot be
heard to say that the provi-
sion which now requires
the application to be ac-
companied by a copy of
the Wagf deed is arbitrary,”
the court reasoned.

The judgment prima fa-
cie refused to accept an ar-
gument by the petitioners
that a Waqgf property
would lose its status if it
was notified as a “protect-
ed monument”.
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Bench limits the number of non-Muslims on the Central Waqf councils and State Waqf

Boards

Hio A Fdta aow uRuel ik Isg o dist A R-gaaur! o1 W g #
The Supreme Court on Monday struck a balance by staying crucial portions of the Waqf
(Amendment) Act, 2025, which it found “prima facie arbitrary”, while refusing to freeze the
law in its entirety.
T $I¢ 7 AR & 9P (E=NY) R, 2025 & Ag@yU TR IR A THR
e o, o I "URTYS ¥ | HHET UR, J6ie IR B B R H3 9 SAPR

o fed|

A Bench of Chief Justice B.R. Gavai and Justice A.G. Masih reasoned that a
parliamentary legislation is presumed constitutional as lawmakers act in public interest.

e AraTeer ot 3R, 98 SR Ay o, wifte @1 fio A o faar i ad S @t
SHfed & YU AT ST |

Key provisions
RiCE2RCICLIE )

The court stayed a provision requiring a person to prove five years of practising Islam
before creating a Wagqf, calling it arbitrary as no clear mechanism was provided to verify the

claim.
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The court found Section 3C proviso “totally unconstitutional”, which said a Waqf would
lose its character the moment someone doubted it was government property.
3{ETAd A YRT 3C & UG H "I avg rRidurf=e" urn, o Fe1 mar o1 {6 o g Big
Heg WY 6 I8 TRHRI Uy 8, 9% U=t ugar @ |

The court said designated officers and State governments cannot unilaterally alter
revenue records or Waqf Board records to change the status of property.

S1ETed A HT o e SfUBTRY TR I WP Fuid 31 FRUT ggem & e e
JferEl a1 aFp SIS JfHAE! & THaRWI -TET 9gd qabd |
The title (ownership) of Waqf property must be decided by the judiciary, not the
executive.

TP HURT PT WITH@ AruTiereT gR1 7 a1 e, srdurfereT 78|

To protect properties, Mutawallis (managers) of disputed Wagfs cannot create third-party
rights until a final decision by the tribunal.

ufrt o1 QRem & o fqarfed aaw! & gaaed! (waw®) sifay fofa ao gdia ver sifter
G 941 9 d |

Central Waqf Council: maximum 4 non-Muslims out of 22 members.

Fl g uRug: $d 22 A 4 R-gfEaw sifman|

State Waqf Boards: maximum 3 non-Muslims out of 11 members.

IS IFP diS; A 11 B A 3 IR-gfeaw siftrewman |

CEOs of State Waqf Boards should be from the Muslim community, “as far as possible”.
T TFP §181 & YT PSR RGR YfEad Tqer ¥ g, auriya” |

From 1923, Waqf registration was mandatory. If not registered in 102 years, Mutawallis
cannot continue unregistered Waqgfs.

1923 I 9P USIHRUT SHHaRd g1 AfE 102 THf | USHHRUT 181 g3, ol Gadcel! Sueiipd aap
Rt 781 ¥ g |

The court said the 1995 Act allowed registration without a formal deed, so requiring a Waqf
deed copy now is not arbitrary.

3feTard - el [ 1995 ifuf w3 suatfie gwaraw & A1 ushiaRur &t srafa < of,
MU 34 TP edTaSl 31 Ui & STagdhdl A=A T8l ¢

The petitioners' argument that Waqf property loses its status if declared a protected
monument was rejected.

griepThdlSl BT gg dob fob TP HUTT GRI&M TIRS 9Ifd 514 WR 30 fRufa @t ¢,
3rdtpd R faar |

Supreme Court directives on Waqf property

IFP YU IR Gdi arareyg & e

ion of a Waqf property.

JFP HURI BT 31T |

“It is directed that unless the issue with regard to title of the Waqf property in terms of
Section 3C of the Waqf (Amendment) Act, 2025 is not finally decided in proceedings under
Section 83 before the Waqf Tribunal, and subject to further orders by the State High Court,
neither the Waqfs will be dispossessed of the property nor the entry in the revenue records
and the records of the Waqf Board shall be affected,” the court said.

<78 fAdr fean oran § for oie I aaw Tuf~y & e T Tefia ger aow (w=ie) siftfaam,
2025 P YRT 3C & AR YRT 83 & ded aFP fesgTd & JH& HAdTe! | Hfad TU I T4
g 81 ST 3R I S gTATETd b 3N & SR b efiH 8, 99 d 7 ol gabl ! Gur 4
éma?mam IR 7 8 o Sl ST ap |18 & Sifyeral & faf® wifad grm,”
Sfalcld - dell

To balance the equities and to protect valuable government properties, the court said it
was imperative that Mutawallis (managers) of these disputed Waqfs did not create any
third-party rights until the final decision of the competent tribunal on the status of property.
= b1 YA B MR eaaTT TRHRI WURAT 1 e & U, 3iered = g & 78 o<y
& {5 3 faarfea a@w! & gaacett (wauw) sifaw Fofg a6 Jufy & Rl R Gem =i or
& Tt oft fieR uer & SfpR &1 Fafor 7 w1
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The Bench directed that Central Waqgf Council would not have more than four non-Muslims
out of a total 22. State Waqf Boards would limit the number of its non-Muslim members to
three out of a total 11.

e 3 fe foar i Fefia aaw uftug o od 22 & ¥ TR R-gfeaa ¥ e 78 g s
9% SISl 4§ $d 11 ¥ ¥ i R-gRaw wexi o & g difid geft

The apex court ordered that the Chief Executive Officers (CEOs) of State Waqf Boards
must be picked from the Muslim community “as far as possible”.

Tate <red A e i1 o Ieg aap dis] & T FRGRT ifUart (wigen) o
JYrGYT GRAH TG U g1 g1 11 31

“Right from 1923, in all the Waqf enactments we have referred to, there was a requirement
of registration of Waqfs. We are, therefore, of the view that if Mutawallis (managers) for a
period of 102 years could not get the Waqf registered, as required under the earlier
provisions, they cannot claim that they be allowed to continue with the Waqf even if they are
not registered,” Justice Gavai said.

“1923 J g1, o Tt 9 ifferael &1 597 Iora fhar 8, 395 9ah! & Usilhul B
3fTaTedr Ut | 3o, §9RT 74 § % afe gaaeh (Teuw) 102 auf &1 3afy & 9o &1
GoftehuT T8 % UTY, S s qdadt graeTt & dgd Siawads ol dl 3 98 ard1 el R udhd b
I o1 UofiesR T & qe WY TG Y 3gAfa < o, =arawfd wad 3 wal

The court noted that the Waqf Act, 1995, had allowed registration without any requirement to
provide a formal deed.

3fgTad A Ate fora fos aew ififea, 1995 = famr fondht sitaanives fada o1 sraxgsar &
Uoftaur &t SrgAfa & ot

“If for 30 long years, the Mutawallis had chosen not to make an application for registration,
they cannot be heard to say that the provision which now requires the application to be
accompanied by a copy of the Waqf deed is arbitrary,” the court reasoned.

“gfe 30 A qUl I Gaaed! + UolidmR0l & oY 3MTde- = B &1 (g foran, df 9 98 7161 &8
Tpd b 3ra Sl WA 3T & 1Y 9P faad P Ufd B HThd BT 8, 98 A9 8,
3eTad A a fearl

The judgment prima facie refused to accept an argument by the petitioners that a Waqf
property would lose its status if it was notified as a “protected monument”.

Aot 3 gyw TyaT gifeTediel & 39 ddb & WeR H T SR o a1 f& afe fed) aow
Ty &) «TRfea WRS” & TU H Sfgfad fovar wmar € d ag e+t fufa = 3t
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Aadhaar is part of statute, can be used |

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Monday said Aadhaar was
part of the right-to-vote sta-
tute, and voters were per-
mitted to utilise the unique
identity proof to the extent
permitted by the law.

A Bench of Justices Su-
rya Kant and Joymalya Bag-
chi was responding to sub-
missions  intended to
portray Aadhaar as inferior
to the 11 documents listed
by the Election Commis-
sion for voter verification
during the special inten-
sive revision of Bihar elec-
toral rolls.

Plea against order

This has come barely a
week after the court de-
clared Aadhaar as the “12th
document” aggrieved vo-
ters could attach in their

claims and objections for
including or excluding
names on the voter list.

Petitioner-advocate Ash-
wini Kumar Upadhyay,
who wants the court to
rethink its August 8 order
listing Aadhaar as the 12th
document, said any person
could get an Aadhaar, and
that they need not necessa-
rily be a citizen.

“Aadhaar is not proof of
age, citizenship, residence,
or domicile,” Mr. Upad-
hyay said.

Justice Bagchi asked
then what Aadhaar was
meant to prove. Mr. Upad-
hyay said it was merely a
“simple” proof of identity.

Referring to Section 23
(4) of the Representation of
the People Act, 1950, Jus-
tice Bagchi asked if Aad-
haar was not part of the
statute which governed the
EC with regard to the right

Section 23(4) of the
Representation of

the People Act allows
use of Aadhaar to
authenticate entries

to vote and inclusion on
the rolls.

The Section permits EC
officials to use Aadhaar to
authenticate entries on the
electoral rolls.

To this, Mr. Upadhyay
argued that Aadhaar could
not be equated with any of
the other 11 documents.
“So, are you saying that a
land record (one of the 11
documents) is more rele-
vant than Aadhaar?” Jus-
tice Bagchi queried.

The court issued notice
on Mr. Upadhyay’s plea,
and fixed October 7 to hear
arguments on the legality
of the special intensive re-

vision. It said its judgment
would prevail over anyth-
ing that may happen.

Mr. Upadhyay argued
the SIR order of June 24 en-
visaged not only a proof of
identity but also support-
ing evidence of eligibility,
including place of birth or
residence as per the 1950
Act. Consequently, accep-
tance of Aadhaar alone,
without  accompanying
proof of place of birth or
other eligibility criteria, di-
luted the intended scheme
of the order. He also ar-
gued in favour of a “pan-In-
dia” SIR to root out “fo-
reign infiltrators” who had
sneaked their way into the
electoral rolls. “Bihar has
lakhs of Bangladesh na-
tionals and Rohingyas...”
the petitioner-advocate
submitted.

To this, Justice Surya
Kant responded that the

‘Aadhaar is part of statute, can be used by voters’

‘JTYR BT HT [eTT 8, AdGTdT STPT SUINT F IPHd o’

e The Supreme Court on Monday said Aadhaar was part of the right-to-vote statute, and
voters were permitted to utilise the unique identity proof to the extent permitted by the law.

g $1d - AR &I BT [ YR Tda™ & HfUPR &

DY voters’

EC knew the law, and
could distinguish between
citizens and infiltrators on
the voter list.

Senior advocates A.M.
Singhvi and Gopal Sanka-
ranaraynan urged the
court to hear their peti-
tions on the validity of the
SIR exercise itself. They
said the EC was well into
conducting SIRs in other
parts of the country.

“We are watching this
with great trepidation... A
meeting of the EC was held
on September 10. It is cru-
cial that this court hears
the case soon or SIR would
soon become fait accom-
pli,;” Mr. Sankaranaraynan
submitted.

“Why should I, as a citi-
zen, suffer from the illegal-
ity of SIR,” advocate Vrinda
Grover, also appearing for
the petitioner’s side,
asked.

B &1 38 § IR Adgrarsi

DI BT GRT AT T W1 I 39 il Ugar YHIvT o7 IUTIT HRA Bt 3 |

o A Bench of Justices Surya Kant and Joymalya Bagchi was responding to submissions
intended to portray Aadhaar as inferior to the 11 documents listed by the Election
Commission for voter verification during the special intensive revision of Bihar electoral

rolls.

oy i id 3R STadedr IRt &t fis 37 ugfadl &1 ofam ¢ @1 A e 3z
STYR DI TATT TN gRT fAgR Aaerar G & ORIy 7g= W=Mem & SR Fderar g
& fore glias 11 gardsll I HHR @M ATl

e Plea against order

3 F f/are

T

e This has come barely a week after the court declared Aadhaar as the “12th document”
aggrieved voters could attach in their claims and objections for including or excluding names
on the voter list.
gg 9 11 9Id 3farerd A HiRepel ¥ U Y6 Usd YR D “12d qxaTaw” & U H "t
W%?HWWW@ﬁWWWW@%ﬁ@? 3mafrat & dew
R I

o Petitioner-advocate Ashwini Kumar Upadhyay, who wants the court to rethink its August
8 order listing Aadhaar as the 12th document, said any person could get an Aadhaar, and

that they need not necessarily be a citizen.

-TsaIPe A HHR IUTATT, S 916d & fb 3HSTad 8 SR & TS W
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AR & R MR &1 129 S&Iae & U & Ydids (a1 741 4T, 5 gl f& i off aAfad
YR T HR Fohdl § AR I AR U I ARG 51 SHTTIH Toi 5|

“Aadhaar is not proof of age, citizenship, residence, or domicile,” Mr. Upadhyay said.
“JTYR Y, ARG 1, frar a1 Siftraga &1 v =8t 8,7 St Sureama 3 &g

Justice Bagchi asked then what Aadhaar was meant to prove. Mr. Upadhyay said it was
merely a “simple” proof of identity.

rfd SR A geT {6 R SR &1 IR o1 ymifrd A ¢ | Y SuTesTy A el i a8
FId U BT U TR YA B

Referring to Section 23 (4) of the Representation of the People Act, 1950, Justice Bagchi
asked if Aadhaar was not part of the statute which governed the EC with regard to the right
to vote and inclusion on the rolls.

W+ wfafAiftrea siftfem, 1950 @1 41RT 23(4) &1 gaTen <d g€, <ARAYfd anTE = U&7 6
TR I B BT 3T Ta1 ¢ off TAITd TN B! Fee PT SAfUBTR 3R = & e s
F ey ¥ afd srar g1

The Section permits EC officials to use Aadhaar to authenticate entries on the electoral

roIIs

AT TR & SHFUSTRGT &1 wagrar Gt 7 wfafdal & yarofiezor & T SR o1
G"CRIhTT m%r o Al el ]
To this, Mr. Upadhyay argued that Aadhaar could not be equated with any of the other 11
documents.

SO WR, ot SuTeaTd = a T fos SMYUR &t ga 377 11 gxardeti & 4 foddl I 98 &
bl |

“So, are you saying that a land record (one of the 11 documents) is more relevant than
Aadhaar?” Justice Bagchi queried.

<, T 3T HE IR & [ T Yy fiam (11 gxardenl ¥ F Uh) SMYUR F 31fie yifie g72”
gy anTEdt A gETl

The court issued notice on Mr. Upadhyay’s plea, and fixed October 7 to hear arguments on
the legality of the special intensive revision (SIR).

3farerd = ot SuTeATy @Y TRt R Aifeq ST fohar SR faiy g @Y (SIR) B duUdT R
89 G o foU 7 Sragar &l aRiE a4 &1

It said its judgment would prevail over anything that may happen.

3ITAd = gl o IHeT Hurg it ot g1, 39 R guIdt grm|

Mr. Upadhyay argued the SIR order of June 24 envisaged not only a proof of identity but
also supporting evidence of eligibility, including place of birth or residence as per the
1950 Act.

oft IuTeATT = T 1 [ 24 T & SIR M H 7 HId Ugd BT YHIUT Sieh 1950
ST & SR TR O AT R 9fed Ut & WeTas Aq1ed &1 1t urae™ g1
Consequently, acceptance of Aadhaar alone, without accompanying proof of place of birth
or other eligibility criteria, diluted the intended scheme of the order.

Y YHR, Had YR P WIHR AT, foT ST T 3 GrAdl ATGS] &b JHIU &, ST
1 3f5d 1ol B! HHGR BT G|

He also argued in favour of a “pan-India” SIR to root out “foreign infiltrators” who had
sneaked their way into the electoral rolls.

35 “=ramdt SIR” & ugl # oft adh faan arfes “fae=ht geafeal” & arer FAdrar o1 9
eI waerar gfml 7 waw #R a8

“Bihar has lakhs of Bangladesh nationals and Rohingyas...” the petitioner-advocate
submitted.

R & ardl SivareRi Arie iR Afgw £ arfeereal-tsaide = udd faan|

To this, Justice Surya Kant responded that the EC knew the law, and could distinguish
between citizens and infiltrators on the voter list.

R, ATayfd i wid A Sare Qa1 o gAra ST S ST § 3R Aagrdr gt o
At 3R gaufeal & die Sidk &R qHhd1 |

Senior advocates A.M. Singhvi and Gopal Sankaranaraynan urged the court to hear their
petitions on the validity of the SIR exercise itself.
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SIR 3RT Pt AUAT W 37! ATiB13M T I |
e They said the EC was well into conducting SIRs in other parts of the country.

511 el fob AT TR <=1 & 37 feedl H SIR AT =l § &1 gofl & |

¢ “We are watching this with great trepidation... A meeting of the EC was held on September

10. It is crucial that this court hears the case soon or SIR would soon become a fait
accompli,” Mr. Sankaranaraynan submitted.

B Y 9gd SMRIHT & 1Y SW IR §... TATT AT $1 965 10 RIdar o1 g3 | 78 Ayl
® I I8 3ieTad Seg 8 AHQ &1 GAaTS R, YT SIR Sieg gt ruf¥ad-iyg fRufa &= s

St PRIV A U b

o “Why should I, as a citizen, suffer from the illegality of SIR,” advocate Vrinda Grover, also

appearing for the petitioner’s side, asked.

“T U AN & U & SIR Bt WS I T NifSd 81, aifardTadmdt ual 31 3R I U=

FERIRCESIE MRIC R

SC backs move to rid ‘waqf by
user’ of statutory recognition

Top court did not prima facie find any substance in the argument that centuries-old lands, graveyards, dargahs and

mosques, recognised as Wagfs through long and consistent usage over the vears, will be ‘grabbed’ by the government

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

he Supreme Court
Tsaid legislative ac-
tion to rid ‘Waqf by
user’ of statutory recogni-
tion and make registration
of Wagfs mandatory can-
not be termed “arbitrary”,
considering the “menace”
of encroachment on “huge
government properties”
over the years.
“We are of the view that
if the legislature in 2025
finds that on account of the
concept of “Wagf by user’,
huge government proper-
ties have been encroached
upon, and to stop the me-
nace, it takes steps for de-
letion of the provision, the
amendment, prima facie,
cannot be said to be arbi-
trary,” Chief Justice of India
B.R. Gavai, heading a Divi-
sion Bench, observed in a
judgment refusing to stay
the entirety of the Wagqgf
(Amendment) Act, 2025.
The SC verdict referred
to how the Andhra Pra-
desh Wagf Board had noti-
fied thousands of acres of
land belonging to the go-
vernment as Waqf proper-
ty.
The Andhra Pradesh go-
vernment had failed to get
the land back in the High
Court, and had to finally
appeal to the Supreme

9. ‘

J

Q We are of the view that if
the legiskamee 1 2023 muds

that on agcount of the congepr of

S wagfhy user, huge govennment

properties have been enaroached

upon, ziud to stop the metace,

Tt Takics steps for deletion of the

provision. the aonendinent,
pritize focie, comot be said
| tobe wrbiosay

i' BE.RE. ¢aval

Lhicf Tustice af Indis

Court, which set aside the
notification and had held
that the lands were vested
with the State.

“After noticing such in-
stances of misuse, if the le-
gislature finds that the con-
cept of “‘waqf by user’ has
to be abolished and that
too prospectively, in our
view, the same cannot pri-
ma facie be said to be arbi-
trary,” the court reiterated.

Clause (i) of Section 3(r)
of the Wagf Act of 1995 had
recognised “Waqf by us-
er”, which meant a proper-
ty used for religious or
charitable purposes but
without any formal written
declaration or deed stating
its character.

Formal deed must

The 2025 Amendment Act
omitted the concept of
“waqf by user” and insist-
ed on a formal Wagf deed.

The court noted that
mandatory registration of
Wagfs was not a new con-
cept. It had been part of
the 1995 Wagqf law.

“We are, therefore, of
the view that if for 30 long
years, the Mutawallis
[managers of Waqfs] had
chosen not to make an ap-
plication for registration,
they cannot be heard to
say that the provision
which now requires the ap-
plication to be accompa-
nied by a copy of the Waqf
deed is arbitrary,” the
Chief Justice, who auth-
ored the judgment,
observed.

The apex court did not
prima facie find any sub-
stance in the petitioners’
argument that centuries’
old lands, graveyards, dar-
gahs and mosques, which
have been recognised as
Wagfs through long and

consistent usage over the
years, would be “grabbed”
by the government.

In this regard, the court
recorded the assurance gi-
ven by Solicitor General
Tushar Mehta, who ap-
peared for the Centre, that
the deletion of clause (i) of
Section 3(r) of the original
1995 Wagf Act would only
come into effect prospec-
tively, when the 2025
amendments came into ef-
fect.

The Amendment Act
was notified on April 8,
2025.

‘Misuse of provisions’
The Union government, al-
so represented by advo-
cate Kanu Agrawal, had
earlier informed the apex
court that “shocking” mis-
use of Wagf provisions had
led to “rampant encroach-
ments” on private and go-
vernment properties.

The Centre had submit-
ted that encroachments
had led to a 116% rise in
Wagqf lands from 2013 to
2024, a phenomenal high
unmatched even in the
Mughal period.

“It is submitted that
right before even Mughal
era, pre-Independence
and post-independence
eras, the total of Wagfs
created was 18,29,163.896
acres of land in India.

Shockingly after 2013, in
just 11 years, the addition of
Wagf land is 20,92,072.536
acres... The figure of 20
lakh acres is additional and
not the total figure. The to-
tal comes to 39,21,236.459
acres of land,” the Minority
Affairs Ministry affidavit
had submitted in the court
in April.

Centre’s take

The government had ar-
gued that removing the
concept of ‘waqf by user’
in the 2025 amendments
did not deprive a Muslim
his right to create a Wagf.

“Under the proviso to
Section 3[1][r], no trust,
deed or any documentary
proof has been insisted
upon in the amendment or
even prior thereto. The on-
ly mandatory requirement
for being protected under
the proviso is that such
‘wagqf by user’ must be re-
gistered as on April 8,
2025, as registration has al-
ways been mandatory as
per the statute governing
wagfs since last 100 years,”
the Centre had said.

Only those who evaded
registration to avoid being
accountable under a statu-
tory regime or reveal tran-
sactions of land dealings
would be in trouble, the
government had main-
tained in court.
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SC backs move to rid ‘waqgf by user’ of statutory
recognition

GFPp 919 oIk’ B BT AT TH HIA & HGH Bl
T gty o1 A foa

The top court did not prima facie find any substance in the argument that centuries-old
lands, graveyards, dargahs and mosques, recognised as Waqfs through long and
consistent usage over the years, will be ‘grabbed’ by the government.
Hate rTad S URMYS U 9 39 qh H Pls &H ol o1 (o digal QR YfH, S,
g 3R AfKTE, S auf & AR ITANT & HRUI 9ah & 0 § AI-Id1 U §, 30 ANBR
GRI ‘ool B feraT SITe |
The Supreme Court said legislative action to rid ‘Wagqf by user’ of statutory recognition and
make registration of Waqfs mandatory cannot be termed “arbitrary”, considering the
‘menace” of encroachment on “huge government properties” over the years.
T F1E A F71 5 TP T Gl B S AT TH TR 3R THP BT Yol huT
AT T B! FauTht FIRATE D1 “TAHET 61 HTT S Fobal, Rl I § TRBRT Jufwal
TR 3iferehHUT BT “WeRT T &
“We are of the view that if the legislature in 2025 finds that on account of the concept of
‘Waqgf by user’, huge government properties have been encroached upon, and to stop the
menace, it takes steps for deletion of the provision, the amendment, prima facie, cannot be
said to be arbitrary,” Chief Justice of India B.R. Gavai, heading a Division Bench,
observed in a judgment refusing to stay the entirety of the Waqf (Amendment) Act, 2025.
“GHRT A1 § % 3 faemdse 2025 § 98 Ural & & ‘aa® 919 goiv’ &1 $[aUR0N & HRUI
fa=ma TR Jufral W sifasraor gon 8, 3R 39 Wak &1 A+ & Tt WGy &I geH &
HEH IoTU M 7, dl T8 RN URIYS IR TR FHA 6] Hel off Fobdl,” HRd P TSI
grardier §t.3R. TaE, S fEdem 99 3t siegerar HR R@ U, 7 30 B § Fel, o 9w
(E=ne) rffrad, 2025 1 1 dRg R S I FABR fobar man|
The SC verdict referred to how the Andhra Pradesh Waqf Board had notified thousands of
acres of land belonging to the government as Waqf property.
T F1d & Baat § I8 9a T {5 SISl U 9o 9IS A [y dRg TRBRI Y & ORI
Uhs D I AU & =0 H g fora|
The Andhra Pradesh government had failed to get the land back in the High Court, and
had to finally appeal to the Supreme Court, which set aside the notification and had held that
the lands were vested with the State.
ST YR TRBR YA a0 U T §T8 DI H 3% d g, 3R 3ida: e &1 § ordia st
TS, o i & e e e ok AT o i T 3 U B
“After noticing such instances of misuse, if the legislature finds that the concept of ‘waqf by
user’ has to be abolished and that too prospectively, in our view, the same cannot prima facie
be said to be arbitrary,” the court reiterated.
TN GIUANT & TTTal Y S & a1G, Afe faeTHss 98 urdn @ i ‘g a1 gere ot
SGYRUT T FHTE BT ey 3R I8 Hff 1w & forg, Ot 0N faR & 38 MRS IR W
TFH el el o Ybdl,” 3farad - algrT|
Clause (i) of Section 3(r) of the Waqgf Act of 1995 had recognised “Waqf by user”, which
meant a property used for religious or charitable purposes but without any formal written
declaration or deed stating its character.
TFP AU 1995 T URT 3() BT SUYRT (i) 7 “ToFP 1 goix” &1 A1=ar < o, et s
o7 for 18 Tufy enfife a1 WRIue™Y Sl & fore IuanT &t o1 381 81 At 3Dt UPHfa 1 Dl
e fafaa givon w1 a1 graras 7 811
Formal deed must

gxara Sifvrard
The 2025 Amendment Act omitted the concept of “waqf by user” and insisted on a formal
Wagf deed.
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2025 RN AT 7 “aF P IR Gk’ B SHGURUN B FAT R el 3R Siuanie aaw
THTAS W AR e

The court noted that mandatory registration of Waqfs was not a new concept. It had been
part of the 1995 Waqf law.

3fgTad A e fara fos aas o1 ATt USHevuT $1s 715 S[aURIN 761 8 | T8 1995 I F B
EARGSIREE]

“We are, therefore, of the view that if for 30 long years, the Mutawallis [managers of

Wagqfs] had chosen not to make an application for registration, they cannot be heard to say

that the provision which now requires the application to be accompanied by a copy of the

Waqf deed is arbitrary,” the Chief Justice, who authored the judgment, observed.

“ZTeTE, BHRT {1 ¢ fob IS 30 a 6T aob Gaacel! [AFF & UGUH] 7 USiHR0l & forg

3HTde g fova, Y 31F Tg g1 gl off Ul (o a8 YT Sl SHTdG & Y TP G&ATd B!

%ﬁaﬂaﬂ%ﬁmm% AT 8, U fewht 39 ger =mardi=r A & [ g e
I

The apex court did not prima facie find any substance in the petitioners’ argument that

centuries-old lands, graveyards, dargahs and mosques, which have been recognised as

Wagqfs through long and consistent usage over the years, would be “grabbed” by the
government.

ol ArTed &1 URf% U & qiisbdisl & g8 d § bis af 81 o b giea) g
YfYy, HfeRare, gume iR ufRid, o auf § TaR SUERT & SR TR & T H A=l U
8, S8 WRPR R “Heal” P fordl S|

In this regard, the court recorded the assurance given by Solicitor General Tushar Mehta,
who appeared for the Centre, that the deletion of clause (i) of Section 3(r) of the original
1995 Waqf Act would only come into effect prospectively, when the 2025 amendments
came into effect.

3G Gy H, 3STad 1 g 31 3R J U gT AITIRICT SRS qUR Agdl gRT 3T 7T YR B
got faT fs T 1995 aap SITRIFFAH &1 YRT 3(;) BT IUYRT (i) B 5T had Yiasg & gurdt
BT, 519 2025 TRNYS AT 51|

The Amendment Act was notified on April 8, 2025.

TR ARIFaw o1 8 e 2025 & TG farar ma|

‘Misuse of provisions’

YTIUTT T GEUART

The Union government, also represented by advocate Kanu Agrawal, had earlier informed
the apex court that “shocking” misuse of Waqf provisions had led to “rampant
encroachments” on private and government properties.

% WeR, [T ufaffia Teaide o srrara A 1t far, 3 e gita #1¢ &) g
foran o1 i aw uraum=l & “e™ ara geuan A el o TR} Jufral W “saras
SifarspaoT &1 9 fea|

The Centre had submitted that encroachments had led to a 116% rise in Waqf lands from
2013 to 2024, a phenomenal high unmatched even in the Mughal period.

&% 7 Bl U1 {5 2013 | 2024 & g 96 YA T 116% 1S g3, o b U siyayd 9fS & 3R
Tgi ao % T rer o off 76 g2 ot

“It is submitted that right before even Mughal era, pre-Independence and post-
Independence eras, the total of Waqfs created was 18,29,163.896 acres of land in India.
“Tg TR fohan T b T8t o o gorer gor & Ugdl, Taaaar-gd SiR Wadadr-3wR &1 & URd
T g9 U 9Fp1 Bt oo YA 18,29,163.896 THs |

Shockingly after 2013, in just 11 years, the addition of Waqf land is 20,92,072.536 acres...
The figure of 20 lakh acres is additional and not the total figure. The total comes to
39,21,236.459 acres of land,” the Minority Affairs Ministry affidavit had submitted in the
court in April.

i aTel 91 I8 § % 2013 & 918, Had 11 qul A, 96 YA & gf 20,92,072.536 THs
§s... 20 UG U &1 I8 3fidhal Afaiad §, 7 fb T | o e I8 39,21,236.459 THs
YA Bl 2, U8 91 SIeUNEI® S HATed S g § 3t & sarerd § del TS|
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Centre’s take

&% BT e

The government had argued that removing the concept of ‘waqf by user’ in the 2025
amendments did not deprive a Muslim his right to create a Waqf.

TSR A I a1 o1 fdh 2025 WML F TP I EIv &1 SGURIN S g o fordt giaw
&I 976 I & SfUSR I dferd 7 fovan T

“Under the proviso to Section 3[1][r], no trust, deed or any documentary proof has been
insisted upon in the amendment or even prior thereto.

“YRT 3[1][X] & UG & dgd, frat 1t e, exaraw a1 fhdt wHTor vy ! S=neq a1 399
ggat Ht Sifard gt foram T

The only mandatory requirement for being protected under the proviso is that such ‘waqf by
user’ must be registered as on April 8, 2025, as registration has always been mandatory as
per the statute governing waqfs since last 100 years,” the Centre had said.

Had g1 AR SHTIRIHT § [ THT ‘TP q19 oI 8 AU 2025 % Usiipd a1 AN,
Fifes ap! B FRIEA B a1 BT & d5d TS 100 T I USliaHRor AR SIfHar 61 6,
&5 A Hall

Only those who evaded registration to avoid being accountable under a statutory regime or
reveal transactions of land dealings would be in trouble, the government had maintained
in court.

Had d AN fSBIA Ueiieeor § 999 & o denfae yumeht & dgd Jarece! I g9 a1 yfa
-1 DT GATHT 9 DR &1 YA foba1, 3 gRftad d i, I8 d1d IR A fgad J $ol

China’s rise as potential superpower changing complexion
of ties; India needs more nuanced policies, says Tirumurti

o e

CHENNAI

While India-China rela-
tions as neighbours, after
1962, had entered a “nor-
mal” that held up till re-
cently, China’s rise as a po-
tential superpower was
changing the complexion
of bilateral ties, T.S. Tiru-
murti, former Permanent
Representative of India to
the United Nations, said
here on Monday.

At the launch of the
book China: Indian Per-
spectives on China’s Polit-
ics, Economy, and Foreign
Relations, brought out by
The Hindu Group Publish-
ing Private Ltd., Mr. Tiru-
murti said China’s rise as a
potential superpower
meant that for the first
time, India was sharing a
border with a superpower,
which changed the com-
plexion of their relation-
ship.

“The old template is not
enough, and we need to

(From right) Nirmala Lakshman, Chalrperson The Hindu Group; T.S. Tirumurti, former Permanent
Representative of India to the UN; N. Ram, Director, The Hindu Group; and B. Santhanam, Independent
Director, The Hindu Group; at the release of a book on China in Chennai on Monday. R. RAGU

develop a new one to deal
with China in both these
avatars,” he said. “India
needs to put in place a far
more nuanced set of poli-
cies rather than just merely
predicating our relations
on the progress on the bor-
der issue as a barometer of
good relations.” There was
also a need to look at some
hard issues such as trade

imbalance, access to In-
dian goods and services,
and de-escalation, before a
new normal is reached, he
said.

Curated by Ananth
Krishnan, Director, The
Hindu Group, the book has
12 in-depth essays from
former diplomats, busi-
ness representatives, and
scholars, covering topics

such as the political trends
in China, its tech land-
scape, economy and trade,
evolution of India-China
relations, and China’s mili-
tary modernisation.

Mr. Krishnan said the
book offered a timely snap-
shot of the goings-on in
China as it dealt with multi-
ple trends — going up the
tech value chain rapidly

but facmg €normous eco-
nomic problems, and deal-
ing with geopolitical chal-
lenges with tensions with
the U.S. and some neigh-
bours, while having suc-
cess in spreading its in-
fluence in Central Asia,
Africa, and Latin America.

Intractable issue

N. Ram, Director, The Hin-
du Group, said a real
breakthrough in India-Chi-
na relations post-1962 oc-
curred when then Prime
Minister Rajiv Gandhi visit-
ed China in 1988, setting
the path for bilateral trade
which increased from
$600 million in the early
1990s to $140 billion now.

The boundary row, he
said, was an intractable is-
sue that would take long to
resolve in view of domestic
constraints in policymak-
ing on both sides.

Nirmala Lakshman,
Chairperson, The Hindu
Group, said the book be-
came important especially

in view of the changing or-
der of the world that had
provided an opportunity
to look at China in a new
paradigm.

B. Santhanam, Indepen-
dent Director, The Hindu
Group, said entrepreneurs
in China had deep, hands-
on technical expertise in
their domains and always
focused on full stack deve-
lopment. As India attempt-
ed to go up the value chain
of semiconductors, solar
power, energy, or mobility,
an entrepreneurial per-
spective, he felt, was more
important than a state’s
policy-driven  objective
dominating the thought
process.

Suresh Nambath, Edi-
tor, The Hindu; Narayan
Lakshman, Opinion Page
Editor, The Hindu; and
Stanly Johny, International
Affairs Editor, The Hindu;
spoke.

TIRUMURTI INTERVIEW
» WORLD PAGE
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China’s rise as potential superpower changing complexion
of ties; India needs more nuanced policies, says Tirumurti

T & JUIAId HERITR & &0 A IR A R=dl &t upfa
9¢d Y8l §; HRd & 3R 3iftre Jeu ifaay &) smavasar g,

faegf<d = war

While India-China relations as neighbours, after 1962, had entered a “normal” that held up
till recently, China’s rise as a potential superpower was changing the complexion of
bilateral ties, T.S. Tirumurti, former Permanent Representative of India to the United
Nations, said here on Monday.

1962 & FIC TSI ¢¥N & ¥U H YRd-H9 Ja¢ U g Rufd & 7o &= T &, S gTd &t
T S Xg!, Al A & FUTfId HgTRITad & &4 W IURA ¥ fguela dael 1 Ui 95 et
8, 0T .9, favqfd, Igaa Wy # WRd & gd Rt ufafAfy, 3 a5 SHaR &1 $31
At the launch of the book China: Indian Perspectives on China’s Politics, Economy, and
Foreign Relations, brought out by The Hindu Group Publishing Private Ltd., Mr. Tirumurti
said China’s rise as a potential superpower meant that for the first time, India was sharing
a border with a superpower, which changed the complexion of their relationship.
Eﬁgmmmmmw&mw . 3f¥a wiifeesy oifq arg=ry

qiferfead, gHi-HT, @ﬁﬂﬁﬁﬂ%ﬁﬁaﬁrw&ﬁﬁw{%ﬁwﬁﬁﬂqmmﬂm
TETIR & ©U & SUR T 91 &1 Ui & b Ugel IR WRA Tb WETRIERT & e e wrn
B TET 7, O 3% Taiell &) Upfal g TS 8
“The old template is not enough, and we need to develop a new one to deal with China in
both these avatars,” he said.

"R ST T 8T 8, 3R g8 W4 | e & fom <t =t # w1 o faewiiid B
TGS §," I el
“India needs to put in place a far more nuanced set of policies rather than just merely
predicating our relations on the progress on the border issue as a barometer of good
relations.”

"YRA B! had JIHT e, &1 Wl b1 3w daedl BT AUGS T o Told, e g&a =i o1
TP UT AN HRA B Al g 1"

There was also a need to look at some hard issues such as trade imbalance, access to
Indian goods and services, and de-escalation, before a new normal is reached, he said.

I5i- gl fb T YA WR I Uga ¥ Ugd, HTUR A, YR axgait iz Jarait
T UEH, 3R d1d BH B O g gei R Hi & 37 Y 3frawaebant 31
Curated by Ananth Krishnan, Director, The Hindu Group, the book has 12 in-depth
essays from former diplomats, business representatives, and scholars, covering topics
such as the political trends in China, its tech landscape, economy and trade, evolution
of India-China relations, and China’s military modernisation.

g g gu & ez, mmm@zaﬁnﬁsﬂwﬁqﬁm TR
wfaftry ok fag & 12 g+ ey i &, o 94 3t Ierifae vafwal, 396
aF-io! uRed, siferawiT 3R AR, YRa-AF Tael 71 e, sik 9 & 3=

anyfateor o fawg wnfie €
Mr. Krishnan said the book offered a timely snapshot of the goings-on in China as it dealt

with multiple trends — going up the tech value chain rapidly in view of the changing order
of the world that had provided an opportunity to look at China in a new paradigm.

ft O = Tl & I8 Tead 9191 H I @] Taf BT U o IR WAURTe TR Bl §
i T8 P ughmal I Fued 8 — gFrar & Iead BH &1 2T gU dd-et Ted gaear §
aelt ¥ HUR TgAT, oA A 1 T T VB0 A < BT 3w M o

B. Santhanam, Independent Director, The Hindu Group, said entrepreneurs in China

had deep, hands-on technical expertise in their domains and always focused on full stack
development.
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1. Hur,  fifg Ju & a7 e, A oo fo 9 & Iaferal & urg s & § e,
ATIRING AP-HDI SAJUT § 3R d §UM A b STATHE TR &M PHfad Hd g

As India attempted to go up the value chain of semiconductors, solar power, energy, or
mobility, an entrepreneurial perspective, he felt, was more important than a state’s policy-
driven objective dominating the thought process.

SN g YRA Afidsaer, R SHul, S, 1 TaRitadT f 50 9 § SR W & T HR
@1 8, 3D A § o T It RS Irsg #t ferra F 9 ¢ife mgayy g

Suresh Nambath, Editor, The Hindu; Narayan Lakshman, Opinion Page Editor, The
Hindu; 3R Stanly Johny, International Affairs Editor, The Hindu; spoke.

I ANEY, YUTe®, ¢ fig; TR deqvI, 7d U WUe®, § fEg; 37k el S,
SRty Aree & Hue®, & fag; A 9 3

But facing enormous economic problems, and dealing with geopolitical challenges with
tensions with the U.S. and some neighbours, while having success in spreading its
influence in Central Asia, Africa, and Latin America.

Afee T e o3t &1 Qe HRd gU IR SANST 3R $© USiRdt =1 & Wiy a1d
I 92 WRTea® geifaal & fued gu, wer uikw, snpter oiv afest sifvet & sra=r
TG e & TthardT T &R 8T 2|

Intractable issue

Sfed get

N. Ram, Director, The Hindu Group, said a real breakthrough in India-China relations
post-1962 occurred when then Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi visited China in 1988, setting
the path for bilateral trade which increased from $600 million in the early 1990s to $140
billion now.

TH. W, g qu & =, A 351 i 1962 & 916 URG-diF ddei # arafa® Wifd a9 g3
TS ThTa WuTTHAT Irefta Mieh 7 1988 # i o1 <R foran, o fuefta samuR 1 et
TR 3T, ST 1990 & g1 Bt B3 | 600 FAferas STeR T sear 39 140 faferas sier
HREl

The boundary row, he said, was an intractable issue that would take long to resolve in view
of domestic constraints in policymaking on both sides.

I gl & W e ue wifed gey & B/ 5a = o S uad 1 Hifavra e aremait
DI ¢@d gU a1 JHY AT

Nirmala Lakshman, Chairperson, The Hindu Group, said the book became important
especially...

forfan @enor, IaRuRi|, § g U, 3 %81 % 98 e Oy S U3 qeaquf g1 TS R

In view of the changing order of the world that had provided an opportunity to look at
China in a new paradigm

ST & gead % B ST gU R 99 &1 Te AT e RS0 | 3@ BT SGwR UeH fFar
In view of the changing order of the world that had provided an opportunity to look at
China in a new paradigm.

ST & Jead %9 31 G g, TR A9 Y T T ¥ eior @ 3 &1 srawR ver fan
B. Santhanam, Independent Director, The Hindu Group, said entrepreneurs in China
had deep, hands-on technical expertise in their domains and always focused on full stack
development.

1. HyTH, § i3 Ju & wad fewre, 3 el fo S & Sefral & U s &= H e,
HTGRTNG aB-TD AT § 3R d FHM P WP STATHE W & dbigd I g |

As India attempted to go up the value chain of semiconductors, solar power, energy, or
mobility, an entrepreneurial perspective, he felt, was more important than a state’s policy-
driven objective dominating the thought process.

R g YRa Afidsaer, WR S, S, a1 AfaRitadr & 0 Saa § SR SH &7 9 HR
TET ], 3961 A1 § T ter It efeiur 3y &t Hiferra | I sifdies mgayuf §1

Suresh Nambath, Editor, The Hindu; Narayan Lakshman, Opinion Page Editor, The
Hindu; AR Stanly Johny, International Affairs Editor, The Hindu; spoke.
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Rising obesity, children’s exposure to ultra-processed foods

Data show greater availability and widespread promotion of unhealthy foods and beverages

| DATA POINT

e Unhea [thy diets

recent UNICEF report, Charts were sourced from United Nations Children’s Fund

‘Feeding Profit: How Food  [UNICEF)'s “Feeding Profit. How food environments are

Environments Are Failing failing children®, published in September 2025. For Chart
Children’, estimates that one in 5, the data were examined for 202 countries and for a set
five children and adolescents bet-  of 10 legal measures and policies spanning breastfeeding
ween 5and 19 years are ‘livingwith  and first foods, school food enviranments, marketing to
overweight'. It highlights that chil-  children, food reformulation, food labelling, food subsidies
dren and adolescents are increas-  and taxation. *Code refers to the International Code of
ingly being exposed to “unhealthy  Marketing of Breast-milk Substitutes and subsequent World
food environments” through ad-  Health Assembly resolutions.
vertisements and food service fa-
cilities, and even lack adequate le-

gal protections against such Chart 1: The number (in million) of children and Chart 2: Percentage of children and adolescents Chart 5: Share of countries with mandatory measures
environments. adolescents living with overweight by age group with overweight, by age group, globally (in %) to protect children from unhealthy food environments
ghliédrenlgetweens al?f 9 )’ESIIS E 150 e 25 ® Low-income @ Lower-middle-income @ High-income
an to 14 years make up the = < -middlei
highest shares of children who are E 3 @ Uppermidlencome & clobal
‘living with overweight’ (Chart 2). Fl 100 g 15 Legal measures
The report explores how there- R ai ;ﬁfﬁ:fgg «®0 o0
tail environment shapes what % 5o 3 Code”
- @
foods children are exposed to. UN- g E 5 Legal measures re-
ICEF found a rise in the density of € < 9 |a§9d o the Code* o o
‘chain’ outlets, which include con- = Odyears 59yrs 10-ldyrs 15-19yrs 0-dyears 5-9yrs  10-ldyrs 15-19yrs include comple- b4
venience stores, supermarkets and mentary foods
hypermarkets with more than 10 i i ) i . ‘ Restrictions on
outlets (Cl 3). Chart 3: Trends of chain and non-chain outlets over time by income classifications of countries nutrients, ingredi-

According to the report, chain a) Density of chain outlets b) Density of non-chain outlets ents 0; categories o gy o0
outlets influence food access and of concernin

6 High-income countries 70 school meals
diets by facilitating the widespread & ) 5 o o
S Ly 8 2 540 3 60 Upper-middle-income countries Restrictions on
availability and promotion of un- 3 Upper-middle- 2 w5 | other food and ®
healthy foods and beverages. a4 All countries income countries - : ﬁa beverages sold at oo e
But children’s exposure to these 3 a3 | s a 20 Low- and lower-middle-income countri school
. ==t O 53 O
foods does not stem from chain ; S 2 g S 5 o — Regulation of food
] 3 countries .
uutlgts alone. UNICEF,S U-Report £5 Low- and lower-middle-income countries £ 10 ‘advertising to
poll in 2023, which explored both 2 0 Lo | z High-income countries -0 cmtlglr:“:} ;Z’;’:EQ o
the availability and marketing of 2009 0 > 202 i
foods in secondary schools across " 0 00 3 e
. . N Regulation of food
eight South Asian countries, Chart 4a and 4b: Types of foods and beverages available in South Asia in 2023 {in %) advertising to
g
showed that unhealthy foods and . ) - . " it children through g
beverages Wwere more co only a) At schools with food service facilities b) Near schools without food service facilities e
available in schools than fresh @ Cooked meals @ Vegetables and fruit @ Packaged snacks @ Fast food Sugar-sweetened beverages Food reformu-
fruits or vegetables (Chart 4a). %0 . N o lationtoreduce | @ @ ® o
The report emphasised that 80 ° £ ® e e m B - . trans fat
mandatory national legal mea- o e B ° . e . . . Frontof-pack food @ o
sures and policies are vital to creat- &, SE g o H s 3 e gg o Bl E H » § labelling
ing healthy food environments. £ T & o 3 ' o L] Price subsidies for

2 £ .
Data show that only 18% of the 202 & s . E 40 ¢ § healthy foods P @@
o o

. 30 30
countries analysed had mandatory 20 20 Taxation of
nutrition standards for school 10 0 foodsand | g e® °
meals, and only 19% have national 0 Sugaf-sl:-fe‘izt;f;i
taxes for both unhealthy foods and Afghanistan ‘ Bhutan | Nepal | SriLanka | Afghanistan | Bhutan ‘ Nepal | SriLanka —————
;L))gar—sweetened beverages (Chart Bangladesh  India Pakistan  All countries Bangladesh  India Pakistan  All countries 9% 0 10 20 30 40 S50 60 TO

Rising obesity, children’s exposure to ultra-processed
foods

et # gfE, = o1 See-NaTs Bsd & TuP # g

o Data show greater availability and widespread promotion of unhealthy foods and
beverages.

ips fewmd & fr sRarea®: @re 3R U ugryf ! Suaidr 9¢1 8 3R 3H@! AUS JaR
far ST B
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UNICEF Report on Food Environments and Child Overweight

THRw $ e Trer yatazor ok a=at & siftre aor

A recent UNICEF report, ‘Feeding Profit: How Food Environments Are Failing Children’,
estimates that one in five children and adolescents between 5 and 19 years are ‘living
with overweight’.

mzﬁaﬂq;ﬂ%wﬁq‘ra‘ ‘Feeding Profit: How Food Environments Are Failing Children’,
H1 3 € 3 5 19 a9 & UAP UiEd a=a 3R fr=mr &) «siftre o 31

It highlights that children and adolescents are increasingly being exposed to “unhealthy food
environments” through advertisements and food service facilities, and even lack
adequate legal protections against such environments.

Tg i § for o= 3R fr =ik fagmue ok it Jar gfaersit & wrenm § et Aen o
alﬁ@g@gggﬂh?ﬁ%ﬂﬂéﬁam%% 3R 3% U T goiaR0l & Raars vafed St
gran I

Children between 5 and 9 years and 10 to 14 years make up the highest shares of children
who are ‘living with overweight’ (Chart 2).

53999 3R 10 ¥ 14 ¥ & 9 & 5= 3 5= &1 Yo 987 W1 §1d § o1 Ioi
3ferep’ g (@1E 2)1
The report explores how the retail environment shapes what foods children are exposed to.

UIé g o Fardh ¢ fo ea wafaror s &1 {5 TR & @re ugrd Iuds HRrar g

UNICEF found a rise in the density of ‘chain’ outlets, which include convenience stores,
supermarkets and hypermarkets with more than 10 outlets (Chart 3).

TR 3 R s A SSeded & Wen 93 g, ford S=difaw W, guvarde iR 10 @
3 3T AT FIEIRATHe AT & (3TE 3)|

According to the report, chain outlets influence food access and diets by facilitating the
widespread availability and promotion of unhealthy foods and beverages.

RO & 3R, I MScded T Ugd 3R SMER F! YHIfAd FHRd & Fifh I SRR WTe]
gerdf SR 99 ST ¥ IuA BRI § 3R SHT TR Hd gl

But children’s exposure to these foods does not stem from chain outlets alone.

AP T T 37 W Yerelf & WUh & 37T had B SSeded ¥ T 7

UNICEF’s U-Report poll in 2023, which explored both the availability and marketing of
foods in secondary schools across eight South Asian countries, showed that unhealthy
foods and beverages were more commonly available in schools than fresh fruits or
vegetables (Chart 4a).

A 1 U-Raie aiet 2023, e 3me gféor el =i & wrwfie faemeal # @
eIl it Iuestar iR fauor &t S &t 78, 7 o o srawy @rey uerd ok Uy what o
Tl W 1 ieordl &1 o H 31fie IR U ¥ Iuas § (A1E 4a) |

The report emphasised that mandatory national legal measures and policies are vital to
creating healthy food environments.

Wﬁwm%mmmmmmmmmma;m
AT gAY g |

Data show that only 18% of the 202 countries analysed had mandatory nutrition
standards for school meals, and only 19% have national taxes for both unhealthy foods

and sugar-sweetened beverages (Chart 5).

3 foama ¥ s Fadwor Rpy T 202 220 & Fawt 18% A wpet Wier ¥ R arfyard dreor
A ©, 3R bacl 19% G H 3R @I 7aTY SR PR-H1S T W AT R § (JC 5)|
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The conduct of social media
companies amid political unrest

Companies stay largely passive during such unrest; their reluctance to deploy technological workarounds

or challenge government orders shows the tension between profit motives and digital rights

Vasudevan Mukunth

hile the insurrection in

Nepal — which ousted the

K.P. Sharma ‘Oli’

government after two
days and descended into widespread
violence and mob behaviour — raises
important questions about the country’s
political future, it should also raise
concerns about the conduct of social
media (SM) companies. In the immediate
sense, the protests began after the
Sharma government banned access to 26
SM platforms, but a zoomed-out view
reveals a new instance of a more familiar
pattern.

Specifically, the companies whose
services became the spark offered little
more than boilerplate statements about
respecting digital rights and calls for
dialogue. For the millions of people
suddenly finding themselves cut off, that
passivity could have heightened the
abandonment they were already
experiencing at the hands of their
government.

This ‘strategy” isn’t unique to Nepal,
however. In Russia in 2018, Telegram
fought its ban through technical evasions
but offered little political solidarity to
users who faced arrest for circumventing
state orders. During the 2021 coup in
Myanmar, a Facebook ban severed access
to news and organising tools for
protestors. In Nigeria in the same year,
Twitter (now X.com) remained largely
silent when the government suspended its
operations for months, costing the
economy roughly $26 million a day and
pushing many businesses to alternative
platforms. In Iran in 2022, Instagram and
WhatsApp issued generic appeals while
millions of small businesses that
depended on them collapsed.

All these instances recall the fact that
platforms are multinational corporations
whose interests are commercial, not civic.
They fear government reprisal in
profitable markets, yet they trade on the
image of empowering free expression.

_ When confronted with authoritarian

restrictions, they have attempted to split
the difference, issuing statements while
avoiding meaningful confrontation.
Ultimately, however, the users have borne
the risk while the platforms have
continued to profit.

Technological solutions
The reluctance to act is only partly
explained by jurisdiction. These
companies operate at the pleasure of host
states and their executives may face legal
or even personal jeopardy if they openly
encourage citizens to defy local law.
However, there’s an equally (if not more)
pressing moral stake: when governments
impose sweeping shutdowns or demand
opaque surveillance, they’re not
enforcing neutral regulations but
attacking the basic infrastructure of civic
life. And when platforms stay passive,
they can become complicit in that attack.
International norms already recognise
access to digital spaces as a right rather
than a privilege. In 2016, the UN Human
Rights Council declared internet
shutdowns to be violations of
international law. Civil society groups
have since advanced the Santa Clara
Principles on Transparency and
Accountability in Content Moderation,
which call for companies to disclose
government demands and justify their
responses. Big Social firms like Meta and
Google often sign on to these frameworks

in principle, yet their actual conduct in
markets facing repression has maintained
a gulf between rhetoric and compliance.

There’s an important technological
dimension here. Companies have the
capacity to provide workarounds in the
form of decentralised infrastructure,
redundancy across services, and active
support for circumvention tools — yet
rarely deploy them for fear of provoking
government retaliation. Even when a
company offers them, they tend to be
limited and the company withdraws them
quietly once the relevant crisis has
passed.

Most of the Big Social platforms are
designed as centralised services in which
requests are routed through data centres
under company control. As a result,
they’re vulnerable to blunt government
orders to, say, block a handful of IP
ranges. These companies can make a
technical as well as political choice by
switching to a decentralised architecture
that will make it difficult to enforce bans.
For example, Tor and I2P networks route
traffic across volunteer nodes. Mastodon
uses federated servers rather than a single
server that also becomes a choke point in
the event of a blocking order. Signal has
experimented with proxy relays that
allow volunteers to keep traffic moving
even when direct access has been
blocked. Mainstream companies like Meta
or Google could, in principle, design
fallback modes that lean on
decentralisation.

Google does have its Outline VPN
toolkit and YouTube has content delivery
networks that can disguise traffic — but
these are exceptions. Generally,
decentralisation and redundancy have
been underdeveloped because companies
don’t want to be seen as actively
undermining sovereign regulation and
governments.

Fortunes of Big Social

Big Social’s selective restraint is also stark
in comparison with other industries.
Telecom companies are often compelled
to shut down networks immediately after
a government order, yet unlike them, SM

GETTY IMAGES

firms market themselves as defenders of
voice and participation. Financial
companies have also shown more
willingness to take explicit political
stands. PayPal and Visa curtailed services
in Russia after the Ukraine invasion, citing
ethical concerns. Even Wikipedia fought a
multi-year legal battle against Turkey’s
ban (and Indian litigants’ attempts to do
s0), eventually winning out. These
examples suggest neutrality is not
preordained but a corporate choice.

Many Big Social firms also own
multiple platforms — e.g., Meta operates
Facebook, Instagram, and WhatsApp and
Google operates YouTube, Gmail, and so
on. Technologies exist to allow them to
fail-over messages from one app to
another or to automatically route traffic
through less visible protocols when one
channel is blocked. For example,
WhatsApp could piggyback on HTTPS
traffic in ways that are harder to filter.

SM bans in recent history have all
tended to fail because they always lead to
less, not more, state control. When a ban
kicks in, many users respond by shopping
for workarounds and almost always
succeed, using circumvention tools like
VPNs and proxies like Psiphon or
Snowflake. But instead of letting them
fend for themselves, platforms could
integrate such tools directly — e.g., by
offering an in-app VPN or proxy mode —
or subsidise the use of such services in
affected regions. Signal’s partnership with
volunteers to host proxies in Iran in 2022
is one precedent.

The under-deployment of
circumvention tools is also about profit.
Decentralised or proxy-based systems
complicate moderation, reduce the
precision of data collection, and thus cut
into advertising revenue. Federated
networks such as Mastodon and volunteer
relay models like Tor thrive because they
aren’t beholden to ad-driven
monetisation. Mainstream platforms
avoid such architectures not because
they’re technically infeasible but because
they disrupt the business model of
targeted advertising and centralised
control. The technological debate is thus

inseparable from the economic logic of
surveillance capitalism.

The passivity of Big Social is also
striking in another dimension: some of
these firms command annual revenues
larger than the GDP of the very states that
move to restrict them. In 2023, Meta’s
revenues exceeded $134 billion — more
than the entire national budgets of
countries like Nepal or Nigeria. Google’s
parent Alphabet reported more than
$300 billion, putting it ahead of most
economies in the Global South. These
figures suggest the claim of being
“helpless” before sovereign diktats is not
strictly financial. These firms wield
capital, lobbying power, and technical
expertise on a scale that many
governments can’t match. Yet in moments
of crisis, they rarely leverage this power
to defend the citizens who sustain their
markets.

Even when companies experiment
with workarounds, they’re often
withdrawn soon after. Facebook once
tested “Free Basics” and similar initiatives
for low-bandwidth access but dropped
them amid political controversies.

Equally significant are the inequities
that shutdowns create. Wealthier, more
technically savvy users can usually find
workarounds through VPNs, but poorer
citizens are left offline. In such contexts,
the withdrawal of mainstream platforms
doesn’t reduce risks but multiplies them:
people drift to insecure alternatives,
become more vulnerable to scams, and
lose access to trusted sources of
information. The result is a digital divide
that widens precisely when a society faces
a great civic emergency.

Political economy of dependence
Technological restraint is not because
solutions are infeasible but because
deploying them amounts to taking sides,
which in turn carries business risks such
as market exclusion, fines, and perhaps
even arrests. Most firms are unwilling to
absorb these costs.

To its advantage, however, the Global
South provides some of the
fastest-growing user bases and advertising
markets for Big Social. India alone
accounts for more than 400 million
Facebook users, and Indonesia, Nigeria,
and Brazil are all among the top 10
markets. That exposure gives
governments significant leverage because
companies fear being locked out of
billion-dollar ad markets more than they
fear reputational harm abroad. As a result
they avoid confrontation in regions where
their market share is greatest while
projecting a bolder stance in the U.S. or
Europe.

The Nepal case thus also serves a
reminder that countries should make
stronger demands of companies. For
example, companies must prepare
technical contingencies to keep
communications alive during politically
motivated shutdowns — whether through
redundancy, encrypted alternatives or
partnerships with circumvention tools.
They should also adopt clearer policies on
when and how they will resist demands
for censorship and should disclose these
decisions promptly. And at the political
level, rather than claim to be neutral in
the face of political turmoil, they should
lend weight to international pressure by
speaking up when people’s rights are
curtailed.

One way forward could be to make
transparency and resilience
non-negotiable. Companies should be
required to publish, in real time, the
shutdown orders they receive, their legal
justifications, and their corporate
responses.

Industry-wide agreements could set
minimum standards for technical
contingencies, such as in-app proxy
modes or fallback networks, like how
financial regulators subject banks to stress
tests. Regional blocs such as the African
Union and SAARC could also negotiate
common demands, making it harder for
firms to play one government against
another.

The conduct of social media companies amid political

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Ema

Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page54


https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

9]

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

www.patrioticias.in

unrest

SIS Srenifa & SR Oire Hifear sufera) &1 gagR

Social Media and Political Insurrections

Hrere Hifear ik werifoe fasis

o While the insurrection in Nepal — which ousted the K.P. Sharma ‘Oli’ government after
two days descended into widespread violence and mob behaviour — raises important
questions about the country’s political future, it should also raise concerns about the
conduct of social media (SM) companies.

Safe Aure # fagis — o K.P. 3t Siielt SReR 31 & fat o gt faan ok e g
3R s syagR # 9ed T — I F IAeHIaP Uiasy & IR F Heayul Yard IS1dT 8, I8
Iqrera Hifsar (sm) Fufral & R & IR ot f{ian I @nfeu

¢ In the immediate sense, the protests began after the Sharma government banned access to
26 SM platforms, but a zoomed-out view reveals a new instance of a more familiar pattern.
ThTd UHTa H, faRIY 26 SM WewhTHT a% Ugd IR YA WHR & Ufaae T & 18 & gal,
Af sTUe =P T 98 Ue IRfId SuR@T &7 741 IeTeR0T Udd Bl ¢ |

e Specifically, the companies whose services became the spark offered little more than
boilerplate statements about respectlng digital rights and calls for dialogue.

a9y =u B, 3 Hufal et Gare Fa &1 FRU a1, S5 fefrea sferY o1 gwH
Wﬁ?mﬁ%%ﬁwqmwwm feu

e For the millions of people suddenly finding themselves cut off, that passivity could have
heightened the abandonment they were already experiencing at the hands of their
government.

I ol AT b foTe Sl 3feTeh e Y, g FAfShadr 39 @t &1 91 9! ot o d uget ¥
Bl 30 WPR & §IUT 3JHd P e Ul

e This ‘strategy’ isn’t unique to Nepal.
gg UM Had Aurd ao Hifid el o

¢ In Russia in 2018, Telegram fought its ban through technical evasions but offered little
political solidarity to users who faced arrest for circumventing state orders.

9 T 2018 H, Telegram 3 TH-IP! IUTAI & HIeAH W 30 Ufday T TSTS a1, Al
STARTH TS B T TR I TSN Bl e & o FRTR &1 ToRT o1, 3% oo
Tud 9gd %4 fean

e During the 2021 coup in Myanmar, a Facebook ban severed access to news and
organising tools for protestors.

HHR # 2021 & TEATIAC & SR, Facebook Ul 3 fartueiival & fig wHER ok
TS IUDHIIN b Ugd HIC & |

e In Nigeria in 2021, Twitter (now X.com) remained largely silent when the government
suspended its operations for months, costing the economy roughly $26 million a day and
pushing many businesses to alternative platforms.

ATSoiiAr # 2021 &, Twitter (3@ X.com) TIHIG: HF 6T 9d WWHR A 59P JATAH B
gl & forg frefaa fovan, o srdaaawr &t @ $26 faferas wfafes &1 Joam gon
3R S TG dBIIP QB! I 3R Td T

e Inlranin 2022, Instagram and WhatsApp issued generic appeals while millions of small
businesses that depended on them collapsed.

iwrﬁzozz 4 Instagram Gﬁ'\'WhatsAppef'{-lTH'I?I e ot 1 Safer 39 W Ak arat
B Haur fRR =78 35 Y|

e All these instances recall the fact that platforms are multinational corporations whose
interests are commercial, not civic.

7 9 TaTERUN 9 5 7 e SN & 3 Wewnd agengta st § R R aiftrfue &,
9 fob AR |

o They fear government reprisal in profitable markets, yet they trade on the image of
empowering free expression.

Page55

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

www.patrioticias.in

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

J AU TR § IRHRI gfa=iy ¥ 34 8, i +ff 3 wad= siftraafa &t a=rad a9 ot
BfI IR AR Hd B

When confronted with authoritarian restrictions, they have attempted to split the
difference, issuing statements while avoiding meaningful confrontation.

od I8 FArarg) uferee &1 Q-1 B3 USdl ©, A 3517 HYA IR U BT YA fobay,
T IR} T SR wAgeayef dud 9 41

Ultimately, however, the users have borne the risk while the platforms have continued to
profit.

3ida:, gIaiich, SUARTHATS = FHIREAH IS Saids WeWwrH a1y HHTd 3 |

Technological Solutions

qdp-Iat HTYTE

The reluctance to act is only partly explained by jurisdiction.
HRATS T 59® Had 3 FU 4 GAMUBR ¥ GHSS o Tl g

These companies operate at the pleasure of host states and their executives may face
legal or personal jeopardy if they openly encourage citizens to defy local law.
Y FHUfTaT ASTaT ISl D1 Hol R GIferd gl g 3R 3% SRIGRY SfRISIal & STt ar
HfRIT The HT AT BT TS Tohdl § dfe d Gl dR W AR B RIT ST Bt
ST HA & oy TeTed B
However, there’s an equally (if not more) pressing moral stake: when governments impose
sweeping shutdowns or demand opaque surveillance, they’re not enforcing neutral
regulations but attacking the basic infrastructure of civic life.
gTTifer, T THH (afe 3ifie el Afae gid §: 5Td IRPR SATIS WSS AR Hal @ I
Sy FRT &1 A Bt 8, o 3 ey framt &) @y 98t 7R IR € 9fcd A shiaqa &
ghardl e R eA IR @ B
And when platforms stay passive, they can become complicit in that attack.
3R 919 WewrH fAfora Tgd 8, d 3 39 gHd ¥ gds o1 9ahd ¢
International norms already recognise access to digital spaces as a right rather than a
privilege.

i AHES U5 g f$fted =i @ uge & PR & SUd AMd &, 7 6

& E0 HI

In 2016, the UN Human Rights Council declared internet shutdowns to be violations of
international law.

%ggimwmwmﬁmmﬁsmwmm
|

Civil society groups have advanced the Santa Clara Principles on Transparency and
Accountability in Content Moderation, which call for companies to disclose government
demands and justify their responses.
AR JHTS W{L@f 9 Santa Clara Principles on Transparency and Accountability in
Content Moderation ! §a1aT faaT, St HUfgl & HRHRY AT BT AR B 3R 30
wfafsraret &1 ofifercs TRgd & & forg Fgd B
Big social firms like Meta and Google often sign on to these frameworks in principle, yet
their actual conduct in markets facing repression has maintained a gulf between rhetoric
and compliance.
TSI I HUMHAT S Meta 3R Google 3IRR 3 graf IR Rgiad: gHfd Sidrd! g, iR off
U BT ATHAT HRA 9T FR] § I] IRAfaP TIgR FA 3R SUTe & og 3R
Y T 5
Companies have the capacity to provide workarounds in the form of decentralised
infrastructure, redundancy across services, and active support for circumvention tools,
yet rarely deploy them for fear of government retaliation.

putdl | fadsted oia, Sarsii ¥ ARG, SR aTamet SUSHRoN & fag afea auda &
%ﬁ%amuﬂmmﬁﬁ & 8, iR ot 3 3 TR wfaity & < § T 8 Hft ang

I
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Even when a company offers them, they tend to be limited and the company withdraws
them quietly once the relevant crisis has passed.

Yol §1 P13 HUHT I UG R, 3 WAd B § SR HdRRa dove & ToR 91 & 91g Hul
3% gUdTY 9199 & At |

Most of the big social platforms are designed as centralised services in which requests are
routed through data centres under company control, making them vulnerable to blunt
government orders like blocking IP ranges.

BT TSt TeTet Wl & beitpd Harsi & U § feure fvar wa g, s orRiy
S fra=or aTat SeT Hel & 71w I 91d §, fTH 9 1P ¥1 ATHh T oIt IRBRT MM &
fore Sag=ia 8 o1d gl

These companies can make a technical and political choice by switching to a
decentralised architecture that will make it difficult to enforce bans.

J HUMHAT TH ddp-ta! 3R Ie-ae fased g7 ol 8, fadbdted wvan & geaa? o
ufasel &Y ] ST GRHd 91

For example, Tor and I12P networks route traffic across volunteer nodes.

IETERUT & foTT, Tor SR 12P Aead ¢fhdh &! WHudd! g & e U HIRTd $Rd 5 |
Mastodon uses federated servers rather than a single server that also becomes a choke
point in the event of a blocking order.

Mastodon T% &1 TR &1 ol BSes HdX BT SUANT BT &, i SADBIT HTSRT 1 Rufey o
>TTQ Y el § o1 B

Signal has experimented with proxy relays that allow volunteers to keep traffic moving even
when direct access has been blocked.

Signal = Wit ¥ & w1y v faman § S Wadae! &1 ¢fthd &I Famy W= &1 Al ST
Yo g1 Hieft uga A G 7S 71

Mainstream companies like Meta or Google could, in principle, design fallback modes that
lean on decentralisation.

T HUAT o Meta AT Google Rigid ¥U & fadste<or iR sneia hase WS fSomgA
IR qH gl

Google has its Outline VPN toolkit and YouTube has content delivery networks that can
disguise traffic — but these are exceptions.

Google % U Outline VPN gaAfde € 3R YouTube & U &ee fediadt Acad § o ftve
P! GUT TP § — AfB T 3Uare g

Generally, decentralisation and redundancy have been underdeveloped because
companies don’t want to be seen as actively undermining sovereign regulation and
governments.

3 IR R, fadsiieor i gRigfy sifde i <&t § wife dufal 72t amedt o S afta
wﬁwgﬁuﬁaﬁvwﬁaﬁmﬁ?mﬁwwm|

Fortunes of Big Social

for direr oY fRAfa

Big Social’s selective restraint is also stark in comparison with other industries.

T TR Bt TEATHS T 3T I B Ja § of Wy B

Telecom companies are often compelled to shut down networks immediately after a
government order, yet unlike them, SM firms market themselves as defenders of voice and
participation.

TH HUFAT SRR TIBRT AT & Jid d1G Aedd §¢ B & (oY 919 el g, e oft

I AT, SM HUFT e B SMTaTe 3R YRR & &P & T & Jaiid &t g
Financial companies have also shown more willingness to take explicit political stands.
it ufaa 7 ot Ty Teeifae $@ ooem &t siffie dard fi3Ers g1

PayPal and Visa curtailed services in Russia after the Ukraine invasion, citing ethical
concerns.

PayPal aflm;wsaﬁw JTHHUT & d1¢ & & arsfl I Wi & faan, sk Afaw Riansit
Pl gdlcll I
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o Even Wikipedia fought a multi-year legal battle against Turkey’s ban (and Indian litigants’
attempts to do so), eventually winning out.

gl d% & Wikipedia = g@1 & Ufaae (3R YR AeHIal & YA & RIaes &5 ard ot
P TSTS Tt 3R 3fdd: Sfid g1iRid B
e These examples suggest neutrality is not preordained but a corporate choice.

3 I<TEXU1 G1d 34 ¢ 1o derddl gdiufRd el § afep Tg ueb druie fideu 2|

e Many Big Social firms also own multiple platforms — e.g., Meta operates Facebook,
Instagram, and WhatsApp and Google operates YouTube, Gmail, and so on.

ﬁ o Orwra Sufaal & urg ﬁ WewTH o % — aﬁ, Meta Facebook, Instagram, 3R
WhatsApp BEINGERG] %‘ 3R Google YouTube, Gmail el

o Technologies exist to allow them to fail-over messages from one app to another or to
automatically route traffic through less visible protocols when one channel is blocked.
TSP HI9E & ol 3% UP WU 4 guR U0 H W= $T Bd-3H1aR B A1 9« PIs o 8¢ 8l df
e & F1 3@ 37 91d Micisid & A1 ¥ Iarfad U 3 7ififd 37 &t sraf St 8|

e For example, WhatsApp could piggyback on HTTPS traffic in ways that are harder to filter.
JETEUN & L, WhatsApp HTTPS IR 39 RE BT B Tbdl § o I ey He1
Cat RN

e SM bans in recent history have all tended to fail because they always lead to less, not
more, state control.
BT & Sfaer § SM ufdey SRithd X8 § i d gas it w1gt, afep o wey ford=or ot
3R T A B

¢ When a ban kicks in, many users respond by shopping for workarounds and almost
always succeed, using circumvention tools like VPNs and proxies like Psiphon or
Snowflake.
e PIS Ufaae @] 8T 8, ol 3 SUUNTh ] dbietd SUTH gad § 3R THIHT §HIT I Bid
%, VPNs 3% UTerft S Psiphon 4T Snowflake &T JUINT TR |

¢ Butinstead of letting them fend for themselves, platforms could integrate such tools directly
— e.g., by offering an in-app VPN or proxy mode — or subsidise the use of such services
in affected regions.
AfrT 3% Wa F oL Bisa & a9, WenmTH T IuHRU &I WS TPHipd R Jod § — oY,
Z9-87 VPN 9T UTRIt §1S UaH B — a1 U1 & § T Jarsii & SUanT & Iieus! ¢
THhd g

¢ Signal’s partnership with volunteers to host proxies in Iran in 2022 is one precedent.
Signal P71 2022 # 7 # WAATH| & JTY YT BT FI1 & e ArgieR) U ISR gl

¢ The under-deployment of circumvention tools is also about profit.

[ 7 B0 ITNT Hf Ay 9 ST 3

o Decentralised or proxy-based systems complicate moderation, reduce the precision of
data collection, and thus cut into advertising revenue.
bl a1 uiRi-enuia Riew Afe¥x@ & Sifed §1d &, ST T8 &1 JdidHdr o0 ad
2, 3R 39 TSR fIruT Irereg &1 quifad &= g

e Federated networks such as Mastodon and volunteer relay models like Tor thrive
because they aren’t beholden to ad-driven monetisation.

Aeqd SR Mastodon 3R TWHRd! e ATsd S Tor Whd gId € Fiife d fagma=1-

3retia geflevor iR Rk 98

e Mainstream platforms avoid such architectures not because they’re technically infeasible
but because they disrupt the business model of targeted advertising and centralised
control.
THYRT & Wt T g I ST 99d § e T aa-iel U I 3T T8 8, dfch
Fife 3 aféra e ok Fdfigd Ao & R Afsd & 91fd #d § |

o The technological debate is thus inseparable from the economic logic of surveillance
capitalism.
U ISR, dB-to! 989 & Afdaid ysitarg i fie ab I /e 61 fbar o gl

o The passivity of Big Social is also striking in another dimension: some of these firms
command annual revenues larger than the GDP of the very states that move to restrict
them.
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far Srera ot ffsraar te s 2P & ot Giem e 8: 399 A $@ Hufal & U aifife
RToIRG § Sl 3 14l Bt GDP ¥ i 31w § o 378 Uiafid o &1 T I 5|

In 2023, Meta’s revenues exceeded $134 billion — more than the entire national budgets of
countries like Nepal or Nigeria.

2023 T, Meta BT Yo $134 e ¥ 3if¥ie o1 — S Aurer ar Argehiar S 321 & R
R GRS DE]

Google’s parent Alphabet reported more than $300 billion, putting it ahead of most
economies in the Global South.

Google Pt & HUT Alphabet = $300 fafer= I sifiew o1 Ui 4, o g8 sifimiw
Tad 913y Bt g T M gl

These figures suggest the claim of being “helpless” before sovereign diktats is not strictly
financial.

3 3fihs YA ad g fob HUY S & HHA “qq&” §1 &1 a1 I ke 3 g 781 81

These firms wield capital, lobbying power, and technical expertise on a scale that many
governments can’t match.

Y HUlTal Yell, AT R 3R ah-p! AR BT IUINT Il 5, o TR R B3 WD
T gt @1 bl |

Yet in moments of crisis, they rarely leverage this power to defend the citizens who sustain
their markets.

R 1t Wepe & THY, 3 WIS € 3T NG BT IUTNT I ARIRSY B 8T & U Hd § S 37
ORI & §1 W g
Even when companies experiment with workarounds, they’re often withdrawn soon after.

Ua B U] dpTere IUTHY b TY WG BY, 3§ 3awR Sedt & ATy @ fre o &

Facebook once tested “Free Basics” and similar initiatives for low-bandwidth access but
dropped them amid political controversies.

Facebook 7 &t “Free Basics” 3R ®H-ASfAgY UgT & TU GO Ugadl &1 UR1&0r fara
Afs Ireriifae faaret & dla 3¢ ®is fean

Equally significant are the inequities that shutdowns create.

T ¥0 ¥ AEAYU & 3 SRIHTATE S eSS 37 B & |

Wealthier, more technically savvy users can usually find workarounds through VPNs, but
poorer citizens are left offline.

3R U7, ah-IPt ©U A Y& ITATH! SRR VPNs & A0 I dbfeds SUrg @i
THd g, Afe TRIS ANTRS ATHATS I8 9I1d ¢ |

In such contexts, the withdrawal of mainstream platforms doesn’t reduce risks but
multiplies them: people drift to insecure alternatives, become more vulnerable to scams,
and lose access to trusted sources of information.

T Yool o, GBIURT & WeHHT BT A SifEad &4 T8l Fxdl sfewp 39 97 T 8: AN
SRP fasedt 1 8k W1 §, ket & ufy 9ifdies Sdeiiar 81 o , o i
oA Wil % Ugd W &d g

The result is a digital divide that widens precisely when a society faces a great civic
emergency.

ROy U f&fored fauTe gid1 8 St 39 95y 3R ff ¢ SraT § ofd gHTs #g™
AR MTUTdSTS BT JTHT DR 8T 8Idl 2

Political economy of dependence

A &t weifae erdemawar

Technological restraint is not because solutions are infeasible but because deploying them
amounts to taking sides, which in turn carries business risks such as market exclusion,
fines, and perhaps even arrests.

AP TAW I AL 2 o THIUH SRiv & Sfep Ul 5 SR Ay v s

gmg,ﬁmﬁmmﬁwﬁﬁw,qﬂﬁ T FRwfear
AT gl

Most firms are unwilling to absorb these costs.

SfAHTR ST 37 ARTAl B! T & o 353 81 3|

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page59


https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

www.patrioticias.in

e Toits advantage, however, the Global South provides some of the fastest-growing user
bases and advertising markets for Big Social.
P Y & o, gTatifeh, Taad ATSY fovT WRd & ol $2 Jad delt A Jed SuanTHdi
STYR 3R FAFI TR U™ ol g1

¢ India alone accounts for more than 400 million Facebook users, and Indonesia, Nigeria,
and Brazil are all among the top 10 markets.
Fad YRd T gt 400 fAfera & 3RI® Facebook ITANTH4! &, 3R SSHRTT, AT
IR sefte wft =fd 10 IIRT & ©1

o That exposure gives governments significant leverage because companies fear being
locked out of billion-dollar ad markets more than they fear reputational harm abroad.
Tg JUFRITY IRBRI B! AEAYl pui® St § Fifh HUaT 3RaEl ST & [AgTa= IoiR 3
IR fHT T @ o1 St § I TS b I fae=n & wfamr g1 81

e As aresult, they avoid confrontation in regions where their market share is greatest while
projecting a bolder stance in the U.S. or Europe.
oRuERaEY, 4 3 &3 8§ wad & 99d § 981 31 IR v 9ad ifiie § Safe siieT
1 QRIY § ATefie $@ 301 & |

o The Nepal case thus also serves a reminder that countries should make stronger demands
of companies.
SfOTY AUTE T HTHAT T8 1S fGardl & {3 <=0 & Huf-i & gorga |idl FHR a1feu|

e For example, companies must prepare technical contingencies to keep communications
alive during politically motivated shutdowns — whether through redundancy, encrypted
alternatives, or partnerships with circumvention tools.

e & AT, ST Bl Ieiae &4 | Hd AESIST & SR WaR Bt Sfdd 3@ &
T qp-e STUTd ST TR B! AT — =18 d8 levrd, T=pPs fawew, a1 dofars
IUBRUN & 1Y ATPGRT & TeH 9 5|

e They should also adopt clearer policies on when and how they will resist demands for
censorship and should disclose these decisions promptly.
3% gg it Ty et o= 71t fos 3 AR &5t | &1 faRly $9 3R H9 S 3R 37
il &Y g IR S Tl

e And at the political level, rather than claim to be neutral in the face of political turmoil, they
should lend weight to international pressure by speaking up when people’s rights are
curtailed.

3R ISP TR R, IS-Ifae =M & I WYe &1 ded 9iftd 1 & T97, 3¢
STRTEIA gaTa HT GHI <A1 AT TR ANTT & SHRISRI F Te W AT IS AT

e One way forward could be to make transparency and resilience non-negotiable.
3T BT T aRIbT I8 81 bl © b URGRIAT 3R @A ! famn Iwsha & srfeard samn
d|

e Companies should be required to publish, in real time, the shutdown orders they receive,
their legal justifications, and their corporate responses.

Huf &1 Sad-eTgH | 37 WSS AN, 376 ST Siifere, 3R 3% PruRe IRl
B UDTRIT B DI IIHT g1 ATyl

¢ Industry-wide agreements could set minimum standards for technical contingencies,
such as in-app proxy modes or fallback networks, like how financial regulators subject
banks to stress tests.
T IR A FHE dH-It T e & o e are FHuiid w3 I €, S
39-07 UTRfl M 71 bad® Acad, iy a*g faxita fFarae 9% &1 a41a udheor & sieha
FRA I

o Regional blocs such as the African Union and SAARC could also negotiate common
demands, making it harder for firms to play one government against another.

ATy AT SR ST g 3Tk SAARC T ARl TR STaeid o I 8, o
HUfT & oY Ueh IRBR B gORY & AT W1 Bid g S|
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‘India is keen to preserve its ties with U.S., but not at any cost’

‘As arising power, India needs to be proactive; it has been second to none in contributing to the global commons such as vaccine maitri during COVID-19 or in combating climate change. However, the

world expects India to play a bigger role in conflicts and geopolitics; we need to get our geopolitics right. says the former Ambassador and Permanent Representative of India to the United Nations

INTERVIEW

T.S. Tirumurti

Stanly Johny

he U.S. has to de-
T cide first where
they see India fit in-

to their scheme of things,
says T.S. Tirumurti, India’s
former Ambassador/Per-
manent Representative to
the UN, New York. In an in-
terview with The Hindu,
Mr. Tirumurti spoke about
the foreign policy challeng-
es and opportunities India
is facing in an uncertain
world. Edited excerpts.

What are your thoughts
from Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s recent
visit to China to attend
the SCO summit? Can
we say India and China
are now settling intoa
“new normal” despite
persisting differences?

1 think we are still quite far
from reaching a new nor-
mal in our relations with
China. Yes, it is true that

both sides have signalled
an intention to move for-
ward. We have certainly ta-
ken some initial steps,
which are important but
probably more symbolic
than substantive, to bring
about a thaw like resuming
airlinks, Kailash-Manasaro-
var yatra, liberalising the
visa regime, etc. However,
we still need to address
larger issues such as trade
imbalance, market access
to Indian goods and servic-
es, de-escalation, etc.
Moreover, the Chinese
have become active again
in our neighbourhood. For
example, their eritical sup-
port to Pakistan during Op-
eration Sindoor and their
attempt to encircle India
through our neighbours
either  physically or
through groupings are all
manifestations of this. In
addition, we now have to
deal with China both a
neighbour as well as the
No.2 power. For the first
time, we have a superpow-
er sharing a border with
us. All this is changing the
complexion of our rela-
tionship with China. The
old template is not enough

to deal with China in both
these avatars. So, lot more
needs to be done to restore
trust before we can reacha
new normal in our
relations.

Some say Donald
Trump’s tariffs have
nudged India and China
closer. Do you agree?

While it is true that Presi-
dent Trump has disrupted
the trajectory of India-U.S.
relations, I doubt that the
U.S. tariffs nudged us clos-
er to China in any substan-
tive way since it was be-
coming clear to both India
and China that the four-
year stand-off at the border
was becoming counterpro-
ductive for both.

Consequently, we have
stepped back a bit in Oc-
tober 2024 and worked on
the first tranche of some
symbolic steps.

However, what we have
done in Tianjin is to show
the U.S. that we have op-
tions, we can manage our
differences with China and
should not be taken for
granted.

But how serious these

options are is debatable gi-
ven the more systemic pro-
blems we are currently fac-
ing with China as [
mentioned earlier. That
said, while countering Chi-
na where necessary, we
should also find common
cause where possible.
Neither country is doing
enough to find synergy in
regional, plurilateral or
global issues.

That takes us to the
U.S.-India ties, which
now face turbulence —
50% tariffs, frictions on
trade and repeated
public criticisms from
U.S, etc. How do you
read these
developments?

The U.S. has to decide first
where they see India fit in-
to their scheme of things.
Secondly, they will have to
make sure that our rela-
tions are not episodic by
which I mean that every
episode cannot subject our
relations to trial by fire.
You will also notice that the
countries which have cap-
itulated to the U.S. tariff
threats and agreed to one-
sided deals are the closest
allies of the U.S. such as the
European Union, Japan,
South Korea, etc. They
paid that price not for the
trade deal but for keeping
their alliance alive. With-
out it, they are rudderless
in the so-called liberal
world order. However,
when the US. tried the
same tactics with non-al-
lies such as India, it is not
working out well. That’s
because we are keen to
preserve our relations with
the U.S., but not at any
cost. The U.S. cozying up
to Pakistan after Operation
Sindoor as well as levying
punitive tariffs due to pur-
chase of Russian oil have
muddied the waters even
more. We also need to see

how the U.S.-China deal
impacts our geopolitical
interests.

The tensions in
Indo-U.S. relations also
bring India’s ties with
Russia under spotlight.
'With no end in sight for
the Ukraine war, Indian
position comes under
great criticism from the
U.S. How do you assess
India’s Ukraine policy?

I am convinced that we
took the right decision in
2022 to abstain on the UN
Security Council resolu-
tions on Ukraine and call
for a return to diplomacy
where the legitimate inter-
ests of all parties are ad-
dressed. But what I have
been consistently arguing
for, including in my writ-
ings, is that India should
play a more active role on
the Ukraine front, at the
very least as a tactical
move to deflect criticism.
This does not mean me-
diation but to remain ac-
tively engaged, especially
when we knew that the
West has been upset with
us. I had pointed out to the

active role India played in
the Korean war in UN Se-
curity Council between
1951 and 1952, in recogni-
tion of which we were
made Chair of Neutral Na-
tions Repatriation Commit-
tee after the armistice. Op-
eration Sindoor shows us
that if we seek greater en-
gagement of our partners
with our conflicts, we need
to engage more with their
conflicts.

How do you look at the
shifts in the global
order? What guiding
principles should shape
India’s foreign policy in
such uncertain times?

There are certainly serious
disruptions to the global
order. On the one hand,
forces are tearing each oth-
er apart in conflicts and
violating international law
with impunity.

On the other hand, glo-
bal challenges such as cli-
mate change, energy se-
curity, pandemics, Al and
digital  issues, cyber
threats, etc. are forcing the
same countries to cooper-
ate and work together.

That’s the irony. At which
point these two forces
meet will determine the
trajectory of the global or-
der. Also, let us not get too
nostalgic about a world or-
der which we neither
shaped nor did it really
help us even if we learnt to
use it to our advantage des-
pite all odds.

We were never for status
quo and always called for
meaningful reform wheth-
er in UN Security Council
or other 1945 architecture-
linked institutions such as
‘World Bank, IMF or WTO.
Looking ahead, I can only
say that as a rising power,
‘we need to be proactive.

We have been second to
none to contribute to the
global commons such as
vaccine maitri during CO-
VID-19 or to combat cli-
mate change, etc. Howev-
er, the world expects us to
play a bigger role in con-
flicts and geopolitics. No
more can we just put our
head down, mind our own
business and expect to be-
come the third largest eco-
nomy or Viksit Bharat by
2047. We need to get our
geopolitics right.

‘India is keen to preserve its ties with U.S., but not at any
cost’

‘YR SRS & J1Y G I9T¢ 39 & U I §, Afe
st +ft Fa = T8

‘As a rising power, India needs to be proactive; it has been second to none in contributing
to the global commons such as vaccine maitri during COVID-19 or in combating climate
change. However, the world expects India to play a bigger role in conflicts and geopolitics;
we need to get our geopolitics right,” says the former Ambassador and Permanent
Representative of India to the United Nations.

T IHT W S U H, HRd DI Alhg BT ISP 8 DIfdS-19 P TR R &Y 3R

Srerary uad= § e o afye el & diva & § g foreit @ Ui 18T 81 3| BTaiifep,

T YRd I Tuul 3R YRISTHS H 9

TE B BN, Fed € WRd & Ud g SR g Y H R wfafafi
The U.S. has to decide first where they see India fit into their scheme of things, says T.S.
Tirumurti, India’s former Ambassador/Permanent Representative to the UN, New York.

Y.UY. B! UgA Ig a0 BT 81T o I HRT T (U1 Aot & wgl fibe 3Wd §, FEd &
fef, ¥Rd & qd Irergariga Iy 9 Rt yfafafy, gl |

dug. fa

ECE]

YT AU Bt Irfie Rl §; B U yRIeHIfa

In an interview with The Hindu, Mr. Tirumurti spoke about the foreign policy challenges

and opportunities India is facing in an uncertain world. Edited excerpts.

g fg & 1y ts wiem@R 1, 4 foeafd 7 T ifAfda givmam o URd gRT 9mH -1 &1 51 36t
fad=r fifer ot gl Sik SrawRl & IR § 91 &1 | WuTied iRl

What are your thoughts from Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s recent visit to China to

attend the SCO summit? Can we say India and China are now settling into a “hew normal”
despite persisting differences?

~UYTTHA R HId] B gTel 1 T IIET IR 31U faaR o1 8, 98 31 vaiai RRar

JEE | YT foram? o1 81 o8 Iohd & [ R SR 4 3@ 98 Iy fRAfer d sw 8, v

B gavg A9g g2

| think we are still quite far from reaching a new normal in our relations with China. Yes, it is
true that both sides have signalled an intention to move forward. We have certainly taken
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some initial steps, which are important but probably more symbolic than substantive, to bring
about a thaw like resuming airlinks, Kailash-Manasarovar yatra, liberalising the visa
regime, etc.

TR AT T S & Iy g9R Jaieh § 718 amar=a fRAfa % ugaq 3 89 onft +ft ot R B
&1, 78 T & fob I el 3 o S &1 38T Iad @ ¢ | g9 YT U I $© URMG FHaH
33T &, o Heg@yul § Qfts Wrie UdieTel® 8, S fau "ud agTa -1, Harsi-
ATHERIGR AT, ST YOTTed! § SgRISRT 3Mic |

However, we still need to address larger issues such as trade imbalance, market access to
Indian goods and services, de-escalation, etc.

g, B9 3fd Hft 98 Hel 1 HSId H=A1 ST oI OIS SRIge, WIRATd aegail ok
Ja13ff dF TR Pt Ugd, a1 HH B, 31|

Moreover, the Chinese have become active again in our neighbourhood. For example, their
critical support to Pakistan during Operation Sindoor and their attempt to encircle India
through our neighbours either physically or through groupings are all manifestations of this.
S AT, T FHAR TS H R Afeha 81 T § | IaTex0l & oy, SiTuvs Rigk & SR
P B 3T Agayuf THUT 3R gHR TSR & H1eqd § YR &1 8’1 &I Ya, 18
RIS =0 ¥ a1 9qg! & Ted §, 396 9 ISR B

In addition, we now have to deal with China both as a neighbour as well as the No.2 power.
For the first time, we have a superpower sharing a border with us. All this is changing the
complexion of our relationship with China.

YD AT, 34 §H 99 & 1Y 7 HId TSI & FU H dfch gadl a9 g9t Wfdd & Fu § +ft
fAUeT 81 Ugeh SR, TAR UM U JURUTAR 9N A1 AT |ISN &2 38T 8| I8 Id gUR A
F 1Y Tde BT @Y g 36T 5

The old template is not enough to deal with China in both these avatars. So, lot more needs
to be done to restore trust before we can reach a new normal in our relations.

QR ST 37 1 Yfteralt § 4 § Fiues & fig vafe 7E 81 sufen, suR deie &
= fRUFY 9% ugem I Ugd Ay 981d - & o iR 9gd $@ fan 9 =nfgul

Some say Donald Trump’s tariffs have nudged India and China closer. Do you agree?
FS AN BB & [ SIFTeS g8 b b - YR 3R T B Hd a1 ¢ | T 39 THd 872
While it is true that President Trump has disrupted the trajectory of India-U.S. relations, |
doubt that the U.S. tariffs nudged us closer to China in any substantive way since it was
becoming clear to both India and China that the four-year stand-off at the border was
becoming counterproductive for both.

gt 9% T4 § & Upuf o 3 URa-smRer dee @) fawn o vifad i R, g9 i R e
AT F Yo 3 58 I P BT A Ji T8 ST UR 3R = & forg T g mam o1 fas
AT IR IR 1 BT 3feds I &l & ford Ufige g1 38T Tl

Consequently, we have stepped back a bit in October 2024 and worked on the first tranche of
some symbolic steps.

WY, §H 3fagaR 2024 H UIST T& HeH W1 3R $3 U BTeAP Hehl & Ugd aR0 IR
S foba|

However, what we have done in Tianjin is to show the U.S. that we have options, we can
manage our differences with China and should not be taken for granted.

gTctifep, foramaifor & g9 S 3, g 3kt &1 a8 e o1 i gaR U faweu €, 59 94
& T 30 HANGT DI TSI X Ghd © SR §H geb B Tg] fordl ST AIfgu

But how serious these options are is debatable given the more systemic problems we are
currently facing with China as | mentioned earlier. That said, while countering China where
necessary, we should also find common cause where possible.

A 37 faded! @t TiiiRar faaTerue &, Fifes S o 39 ugd e, g9 add & 9 & 91y
e Tfea THRATS HT AT IR I8 & | T8 Hal, Tafh SMaIHAIIR A BT hIaa
Hd U, §H orgl WHd g1, e f&a «f qaremn anfgul

Neither country is doing enough to find synergy in regional, plurilateral or global issues.
foreft ot <=1 Y &ft, sguelta a1 Af¥e ge) & Wy Biom & foe waf =8t fean g

That takes us to the U.S.-India ties, which now face turbulence — 50% tariffs, frictions on
trade and repeated public criticisms from the U.S, etc. How do you read these developments?
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Tg &Y SMN®T- YR Tdtl o1 3R A OI1a &, S 31a SMTRIET BT W1 % I8 § — 50% e,
MR § W 3R AR § TR-IR Jrdod STaAradT 3fe | 379 37 g3l BT Hd Ugd 82

That’s the irony. At which point these two forces meet will determine the trajectory of the
global order. Also, let us not get too nostalgic about a world order which we neither shaped
nor did it really help us even if we learnt to use it to our advantage despite all odds.

gg! faSe1 g1 A < ifekrdl e firerel) &, I Afi® ST 1 fa= o 71| 39 ST,
31T I fay sgaw1 & SR H 9gd 1% Wfa & Wi 781 fos o g9 7 Ot R e siR A 8t
I a4 § §ARI UGG 1, Yol 81 g8 T S1e13fl o STaqg 39T ary SoMHT Al

We were never for status quo and always called for meaningful reform whether in the UN
Security Council or other 1945 architecture-linked institutions such as the World Bank, IMF
or WTO.

7r I ot FRufa gurad & el 7 781 9 ok g e YUR 1 A &1, 918 96 Sgad AP
e ufvwe T 81 a7 1945 9 IS 3 TRM! oY fay 9%, IMF a1 wTo |

How the U.S.-China deal impacts our geopolitical interests

g.u9.-fF gughar R R i o 1 gutfad sar @

The tensions in Indo-U.S. relations also bring India’s ties with Russia under spotlight.

YRA-IARFT Jaeh & a19 YR & = & a1y ool &1 off gRdat & arar g

With no end in sight for the Ukraine war, Indian position comes under great criticism from

the U.S. How do you assess India’s Ukraine policy?

b1 T & 3 & BIg Ybd 7 BH & HRU YRA $I FRUMR R 7,04, F YR 3= 81 381 8

3T YR B! g1 I B HY 3fichd &2

| am convinced that we took the right decision in 2022 to abstain on the UN Security

Council resolutions on Ukraine and call for a return to diplomacy where the legitimate

interests of all parties are addressed.

;ﬁq‘fﬁ%m%%sﬂﬁzozz T U JR&T Uiy & yRaral 1R SURIE 7 g1 &1 g Fuig fern
Tt uefl & Jy f3al &1 o B ad gU Feifa & aruh Bt 5 Bt

But what | have been consistently arguing for, including in my writings, is that India should

play a more active role on the Ukraine front, at the very least as a tactical move to deflect

criticism.

Afp & TR T ab a1 QT §, 301 aa-t § off, for URd &) gobet M R 31fies wfeha

YT UM 18T, 0 A HH ATAAT DI T & [l T IUHIAD HgH & =4 1|

This does not mean mediation but to remain actively engaged, especially when we knew

that the West has been upset with us.

SIS AAs HHRIAT 76! ¢ Sich Aishd ¥U T FST 361 ¢, VDR o g4 U o b afdm

BN AR g

| had pointed out to the active role India played in the Korean war in UN Security Council

between 1951 and 1952, in recognition of which we were made Chair of Neutral Nations

Repatriation Committee after the armistice.

#4175 31 fopar o1 o WRT 7 1951 3R 1952 & v Agad Y Gean ukug d Sivars g
T o Aferg YffrerT TS, 3% T H g ged A% HIS B sregerar gt
TS

Operation Sindoor shows us that if we seek greater engagement of our partners with our
conflicts, we need to engage more with their conflicts.

TR RigR 87 fawmr § [ ok 81 ou- ATgieR] &1 gAR "uul & i mfie e
18 B, A 88 S Tust A o o G g g

How do you look at the shifts in the global order? What guiding principles should shape
India’s foreign policy in such uncertain times?

319 af Y STawT & Seard & Hd ¢Ed 82 U Sififda wwal § uRd & fad=r Hifq &1 siar
S a1 ArfeRie Rigid o1 g a1fgu?

There are certainly serious disruptions to the global order. On the one hand, forces are
tearing each other apart in conflicts and violating international law with impunity.

A sgawy # P =0 A 1R faed 81w 8iR, died uul § Th-geR &l dis @ 7 3R
SIRTIT BTLA &1 Frdaar & Ty Iecia HR @1 6|
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e On the other hand, global challenges such as climate change, energy security,
pandemics, Al and digital issues, cyber threats, etc. are forcing the same countries to
cooperate and work together.

TR 3R, Ay gAfaaT SR STaarg ufvad-, Seif JR&T, HeTHRY, TS 3R fforea g8,
IFER WX 3Mfe, 37 <N B WA FHRA 3R Y HTH FHR & o1 AR F 81 ¢ |

e That's the irony. At which point these two forces meet will determine the trajectory of the
global order. Also, let us not get too nostalgic about a world order which we neither shaped
nor did it really help us even if we learnt to use it to our advantage despite all odds.
75! faSe1 31 A G dlohd e A §, I8 ATY® Haw 1 = 70 311 9 faral, I
3% sgawT & SR H 9gd iR Tfa & @1 die 21 & B gaa 7 ) o fear iR T €t g
IRdd U ORI Hag B Ibl, Ul gl gd- It 113l & d1dsa 39D ATy IS Wi |

o We were never for status quo and always called for meaningful reform whether in the UN

Security Council or other 1945 architecture-linked institutions such as the World Bank,
IMF or WTO.

g uft oft FRufey gurad & ver ¥ 716t & iR 50w Qe GUR o) 1T B IR, TR 98 HYEd
Y GR&T UG & 51 31 317 1945 ¥ I HRIM o {3y o, IMF a1 wTo H|
¢ Looking ahead, | can only say that as a rising power, we need to be proactive.

3T ¢ gU, & Had I8 g Idhdl § o T U Wfdd & = H, g4 wfera g1 a1fgu

¢ We have been second to none to contribute to the global commons such as vaccine maitri
during COVID-19 or to combat climate change, etc.
gH dfYye fadl & diver &3 # frelt @ Ui 161 38 o1 Bifds-19 & R aii= At a1
TAarg ufvaed=T § S onf |

e However, the world expects us to play a bigger role in conflicts and geopolitics.
ST, AT HRd 3 WUHT R YRS § St i PR 3 S St 21

o No more can we just put our head down, mind our own business and expect to become the
third largest economy or Viksit Bharat by 2047. We need to get our geopolitics right.
3T BY Had UAT T ITHR, 3T HTH J B IGH dII) X 9371 rfeuawt a1 2047
% fasRid YR 994 D1 IuE 761 B Gobd | §H U PRI Fel Bl g |

GS Paper I1I: Economy, S&T, Environment, DM, &IS

TOPICS COVERED 16 09 2025

1. Amid an export surge, trade deficit falls by 54%

frafa o So1a & o9, UK 9reT 54% el
2. Three Maoists with ¥1.35-crore bounty killed in
Jharkhand

IRGS A ¥1.35 IS SAMHI oIF AT3fard! AR T

3. Prepare for any eventuality, I?M teIIs.Defence Ministry
Tt oft fRufa & g R 38, Tt A e @arag 9
Pel

4. ‘ED has a conviction rate of over 94% in PMLA cases’

FUHTHAT ATHA H SS1 I TSIl & 94% I 3P 7
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5. INS Nistar makes maiden port call at Singapore

m@nﬁmwﬁﬁwﬁmg?ﬁw?ﬂmmﬂ?wﬁa

6. As the lights stay on, birds are staying up past their
bedtime

I g1 ATsed STad! ¥gd! &, Uaht 3 91 & 9Ha 9
3T I SNTd Igd &

7. Greece revs up to face invasive fruit flies from Asia

TR A 3 9Td 3TshTHS hd AfRadl 4 fAaea & fog
M R

8. QuUIZ

9. Unlocking innovation with India’s procurement
reforms

YRA & Hd GURI A TARIR BT TS BT

10. India’s economic ambitions need better gender data
YRd #1 31fde Agardignaii & e agax i ser ot
STAY D dl

11. What is ‘involution’ that is plaguing Chinese EV
sector?

AT F £t A B W B IG] STAYRT T 82

12. U.S. chief negotiator, Indian counterpart to talk trade
today

ﬁaﬁm%wm,mw&rmwww

13. Al-led efficiencies can contribute to 8% GDP growth
target

qané-gaam?ﬁa&mﬁs%ﬁﬂﬁﬁq@a&uﬁmm

14. Brazil oil discovery signals receding fears of stranded
assets: Bousso

@ﬁﬁaaﬂ@aﬁﬁg@ﬁr%wﬁwmmz

15.
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Healthy flying: The Govy AirCab two-seater electric ‘flying car’ made by a subsidiary of Chinese carmaker GAC is on display at the IAA
Mobility International Motor Show (IAA, Internationale Automobil Ausstellung). AP

Healthy flying: The Govy AirCab two-seater electric ‘flying car’ made by a subsidiary of
Chinese carmaker GAC is on display at the IAA
Mobility International Motor Show (IAA, Internationale Automobil Ausstellung)
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Visual: Name this 1947

Please send in your answers to hurricane that became the

science@thehindu.co.in .
subject of controversy after
its sharp turn to the northeast,
into Florida, was blamed on
cloud-seeding.
PUBLIC DOMAIN

Visual: Name this 1947 hurricane that became the subject of controversy after

its sharp turn to the northeast, into Florida, was blamed on cloud-seeding.
PUBLIC DOMAIN
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Amid an
export surge,
trade deficit
falls by 54%

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

India’s trade deficit con-
tracted by more than 54%
to $9.9 billion in August,
driven by a surge in mer-
chandise exports, a conti-
nued strong performance
in services exports, and a
significant reduction in
merchandise imports.

The trade deficit stood
at $21.7 billion in August
last year. The data released
by the Commerce and In-
dustry Ministry showed
that exports to the U.S. in-
creased to about $6.86 bil-
lion in August 2025, from
$6.7 billion in August last
year. This is despite the
25% tariffs imposed on In-
dian exports to the U.S. for
most of that month, and
50% for a few days at the
month-end.

“Despite the global un-
certainties and the trade
policy uncertainties, In-
dia’s exporters have done
extremely well,” Com-
merce Secretary Sunil
Barthwal said at a press
meet. “It shows that the
policies of the Government
of India have paid off well.”

India’s total exports in-
creased to $69.2 billion in
August 2025, up 9.3% over
its level in August last year.
Within this, merchandise
exports increased to $35.1
billion in August 2025,
compared with $32.9 bil-
lion in August last year, a
growth of 6.7%. Services
exports increased to $34.1
billion in August 2025,
compared with $30.4 bil-
lion in August last year.

On the import side, In-
dia’s total imports fell to
$79 billion in August 2025,
compared with $85 billion
in August last year, a con-
traction of 7%.
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YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS
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Amid an export surge, trade deficit falls by 54%
frafa ° IoTa & o9, ATUR 9reT 54% el

. India’s trade deficit contracted by more than 54% to $9.9 billion in August,
driven by a surge in merchandise exports, a continued strong performance in
services exports, and a significant reduction in merchandise imports.

YR BT ATIR °TeT 3T T 54% I 3HfU% e $9.9 fafera=t 81w, S ara
forafa & 3a19, Jar frafa & FROR aoeg ue=i ok are smara § Hgayul &6t &
HRUT 3T
. The trade deficit stood at $21.7 billion in August last year.
fUod aTa o & ATUR e $21.7 faferas o)

. The data released by the Commerce and Industry Ministry showed that
exports to the U.S. increased to about $6.86 billion in August 2025, from $6.7
billion in August last year.

IS 3R IR HATAY GRT AR SHihS! A Ual Ial b ST 2025 H AFHT
31 frafa SgoH: U $6.86 fafera= g1 man, o fUea wra ofRa o $6.7 faferas
Tl

o  This is despite the 25% tariffs imposed on Indian exports to the U.S. for
most of that month, and 50% for a few days at the month-end.

g 39 HeH & SIS THY SM¥®T ®1 YR fafa W 25% ew IR TgH &
3id ¥ oo fal & 1T 50% (e AT S & STa9[G gel|

. “‘Despite the global uncertainties and the trade policy uncertainties,
India’s exporters have done extremely well,” Commerce Secretary Sunil

Barthwal said at a press meet.

“Af¥e sifAfiaarsn ik amuR Hifa @1 srRf¥aars & smage, Ura & FHafast
3 98¢ 31 R faan 3, anforsy witig gie afara 7 te U9 98 | &gl

o “It shows that the policies of the Government of India have paid off well.”
‘g ST § o URT IRPR $t Hifodi o/t Rg T FRIR Wfed gs g I”

. India’s total exports increased to $69.2 billion in August 2025, up 9.3%
over its level in August last year.

YR &1 $a i ST 2025 T deax $69.2 fafera=t g1 man, St fuea ara
amé?wﬁs 3% 3P B

. Within this, merchandise exports increased to $35.1 billion in August
2025 compared with $32.9 billion in August last year, a growth of 6.7%.

A1a fAafd 3R 2025 # Sgar $35.1 fafera= g1 man, sefe fUod I«
3T 7 e $32.9 ffrE o, S 6.7% &1 3f B

o Services exports increased to $34.1 billion in August 2025, compared with
$30.4 billion in August last year.
frafa e 2025 © sgaR $34.1 A= 81w, Sefer fUod 9 siRa |

g $30.4 fafera= un|

. On the import side, India’s total imports fell to $79 billion in August 2025,
compared with $85 billion in August last year, a contraction of 7%.

ST U& §, HRA $T $d ST SRR 2025 T Tchr $79 fafera= g1 man, safes
s |ra sFa & g7 $85 faferam w1, & 7% &1 5
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Security personnel after an encounter with Maoists in Hazaribagh

district of Jharkhand on Monday. PTi

Three Maoists with
1.35-crore bounty
killed in Jharkhand

The Hindu Bureau
PATNA

Three Maoists were killed
in an encounter with the
security forces in the Panti-
tri forest area in Hazari-
bagh district of Jharkhand
on Monday.

Hazaribagh Superinten-
dent of Police Anjani Anjan
said the encounter broke
out around 6 a.m. when
the CRPF’s 209 CoBRA bat-
talion and the Jharkhand
police were carrying out
search operations in the
forest area.

The slain Maoists were
identified as Sahadev So-
ren, a central committee
member carrying a -
crore bounty on his head;
Raghunath Hembram, a
special area committee
member with a ¥25-lakh

bounty; and Birsen Ganj-
hu, a zonal committee
member with a bounty of
%10 lakh.

Three AK-47 rifles were
recovered. Search opera-
tions are under way and no
injury to troops had been
reported.

Union Home Minister
Amit Shah congratulated
the troops on X saying,
“Today, in Hazaribagh, a
joint team of the CRPF’s
CoBRA battalion and the
State police have achieved
a major success in an anti-
Naxal operation.”

“Following this opera-
tion, Naxalism has been
completely  eradicated
from the Bokaro region in
northern Jharkhand. Soon,
the entire country will be
free from the problem of
Naxalism,” he said.

Three Maoists with ¥1.35-
crore bounty killed in
Jharkhand

SIRGS H #1.35 BUS SATHL
o9 HTSMaTd! AR T

o Three Maoists were killed in an encounter
with the security forces in the Pantitri forest
area in Hazaribagh district of Jharkhand on
Monday.
A ATSfaTd) AR & IRES & goRIERT
Rt 3 U STt 8 3 FRan gl F WY
PSUs T AR U
¢ Hazaribagh Superintendent of Police
Anjani Anjan said the encounter broke out
around 6 a.m. when the CRPF’s 209 CoBRA
battalion and the Jharkhand police were
carrying out search operations in the forest
area.
FARIGTT & gferd sreferss siarit sie= A oal
% gois Yot 6 o 3T IHU & g5 o
W fiew Ft 209 HERT Ferera= iR
311@'3 gfere sivre & & I Sifo= o g
I
e The slain Maoists were identified as
Sahadev Soren, a central committee member
carrying a ¥1-crore bounty on his head;
Raghunath Hembram, a special area
committee member with a ¥25-lakh bounty;
and Birsen Ganjhu, a zonal committee
member with a bounty of ¥10 lakh.
AR U HISETET &1 Ugd Wead AR, off fb
Feiia afifa o1 wew o1 3R I9F RR R 2
PRIS BT §ATH UT; TYATY go1, il o fa=iw &
AT BT TG AT 3R I W 225 A1 BT
AT oT; YT SR g, S fob &t afifa &t
TS YT 3R 3G R T10 @R BT 4 4T, &
FOUHEI
o Three AK-47 rifles were recovered. Search
operations are under way and no injury to
troops had been reported.
I AK-47 IGHT SRS D1 T8 | T STIRIH
SRY B 3R AT F) fHlt ypR Ft e Bt
a1 TEY fireh g

¢ Union Home Minister Amit Shah
congratulated the troops on X saying, “Today,
in Hazaribagh, a joint team of the CRPF’s
CoBRA battalion and the State police have
achieved a major success in an anti-Naxal
operation.”

Feiig g T Srfda 2 A X R AT B gurs
A U HeET, “IATS goRIanT § HeRdivw &
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o “Following this operation, Naxalism has been completely eradicated from the Bokaro

region in northern Jharkhand. Soon, the entire country will be free from the problem of
Naxalism,” he said.

‘Y M & 918 IR ARTES & ANPRI &7 J ToIadie &1 Tl avg THTE I a1 T 5|
STee; €1 QRT3 Taadle 31 JH™T I Gad I, I Hell

www.patrioticias.in

Page7o

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur

Email Id : info@patrioticias.in
Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

9]

www.patrioticias.in

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

Prepare for any eventuality,
PM tells Defence Ministry

Modi inaugurates Combined Commanders’ Conference that will focus on ‘transformative reforms’

across the armed forces; he lauds them for their role in Operation Sindoor and nation-building

The Hindu Bureau
KOLKATA/NEW DELHI

rime Minister Na-
l’rendra Modi on
Monday inaugurat-

ed the 16th Combined
Commanders’ Conference
(CCC) in Kolkata and asked
the Defence Ministry to
take “swift” measures to

“prevail  against  any
eventuality”.
“In line with 2025 being

the ‘year of reforms’ in de-
fence, Prime Minister in-
structed the Ministry of
Defence to swiftly imple-
ment concrete steps to
achieve greater jointness,
atmanirbharta (self-re-
liance) and innovation to
meet future challenges and
to prevail against any even-
tuality,” the Press Informa-
tion Bureau (PIB) said in a
statement.

Mr. Modi reviewed the
security situation and the
operational preparedness
of the armed forces. “The
Prime Minister was briefed
on the operational readi-
ness of the forces in the
context of the new normal
created by Operation Sin-
door, future of warfare in
the context of emerging
technology and tactics,”
the PIB added.

it ol A -

5 SRS
ER o

SOt

Taking stock: Prime Minister Narendra Modi interacting with Chief of Defence Staff General Anil
Chauhan during the Combined Commanders’ Conference in Kolkata on Monday. PTi

Based on the theme
“Year of Reforms - Trans-
formation for the Future”,
the conference focuses on
driving “transformative re-
forms” across the forces.

Held once in two years,
the CCC is the apex-level
brainstorming forum of
the forces and brings to-
gether the nation’s top civi-
lian and military leader-
ship to exchange views.

“Deliberations are being
held on a wide range of
strategic issues - including
force modernisation, joint-

ness, integration and en-
hancing operational readi-
ness for multi-domain
warfare,” a statement by a
Defence Ministry spokes-
person said. It said that Mr.
Modi lauded the armed
forces for their role in Op-
eration Sindoor and high-
lighted their contributions
towards nation-building,
anti-piracy operations, and
evacuation of citizens from
conflict zones. He unveiled
the “Indian Armed Forces
Vision 2047” document,
“charting the path for a fu-

ture-ready Indian Armed
Forces”.

Defence Minister Raj-
nath Singh, National Secur-
ity Adviser Ajit Doval, and
top officials of the three
armed forces participated
in the conference that will
be held over the next two
days. The conference will
conduct a “holistic review
of various structural, admi-
nistrative and operational
matters... preparedness of
the armed forces in the
face of increasing global
uncertainties”.

Prepare for any eventuality, PM tells Defence Ministry

o=t oft fRufa & fore auR 38, gar=w=i = van ey A &1

Modi inaugurates Combined Commanders’ Conference that will focus on
‘transformative reforms’ across the armed forces; he lauds them for their role in
Operation Sindoor and nation-building
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Ml A WY PHISH TR BT IgUTe 5T 5l IR Tl § ‘URadTPR JURP 1R
Hisd ghm; B%ﬁamﬁﬁlg?aﬁvwgﬁnfwﬁm@ma&maﬁ

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Monday inaugurated the 16th Combined Commanders’
Conference (CCC) in Kolkata and asked the Defence Ministry to take “swift” measures to
“prevail against any eventuality”.
FUHA g Mt 7 AR & Hladprar § 169 TYad HHISH TR (CCC) HT Igared
gsﬁw&nmﬁ‘%ﬁﬁ"ﬁmwﬁ%mwaﬁ“Wlﬁ@rﬁrwmww
7
“In line with 2025 being the ‘year of reforms’ in defence, Prime Minister instructed the
Ministry of Defence to swiftly implement concrete steps to achieve greater jointness,
atmanirbharta (self-reliance) and innovation to meet future challenges and to prevail
against any eventuality,” the Press Information Bureau (PIB) said in a statement.
“2025 DI IT T YR BT T4 A §T, GUTHHAT - &1 WAT@d &1 (¢ fean o ag ufasy #5t
Ao ¥ e 3R forsht oft fRufa or g oM & o siftres wgaran, serfafwar ok
yaﬁamﬁ%ﬁﬁﬂmﬁﬁﬁﬁmaﬁ,”uﬁwﬁﬂma@(ms) A TH S o
|

Mr. Modi reviewed the security situation and the operational preparedness of the armed
forces.

ot At 7 Jre AT IR TR Tl B Wera-TeTs darRt & wter o

“The Prime Minister was briefed on the operational readiness of the forces in the context of
the new normal created by Operation Sindoor, future of warfare in the context of
emerging technology and tactics,” the PIB added.

PIB 3 Sie, "W 1 STaRT Rige gRT Aftid ¢ R, Syt awfie o vorfifeal
¥ Gaul B U & g AR S0 ) GATEHTES qeRal & SR & SHHR & T )

Based on the theme “Year of Reforms - Transformation for the Future”, the conference
focuses on driving “transformative reforms” across the forces.

“FUR BT 9 - Hfaeg & g ufkad= fawg wR st a8 awed sal § “ufadaert
FYRY B! Fe1dl o1 W Hiad gl

Held once in two years, the CCC is the apex-level brainstorming forum of the forces and
brings together the nation’s top civilian and military leadership to exchange views.

T &l 9 | TP IR ST 81 a1l CCC il & S-weig faar-fam=i v ¢ siR ag o
& e AN MR &= Aged ! TR} & 3eM-UeH & e Ue Try a1 g

“Deliberations are being held on a wide range of strategic issues — including force
modernisation, jointness, integration and enhancing operational readiness for multi-
domain warfare,” a statement by a Defence Ministry spokesperson said.

T WATAY & YaadT & U S H gl T, “faar-famsf faftem voriifas g ;81 er e -
s gaf &7 SnyfaiHRor, Wgaadar, THIHRr 3R 9g-8:19 g & fore JeamamTars aars
P FEHET WMHA B 17

It said that Mr. Modi lauded the armed forces for their role in Operation Sindoor and
highlighted their contributions towards nation-building, anti-piracy operations, and
evacuation of citizens from conflict zones.

9 Hg1 T 5 off Ml A amRd el B TR RigR & I7a0T UfieT & forg W1 31 8k
1y Fmfor, Wt s&dt faRieh siftram, ofk dud &= @ At 31 fFeem & 375
ARTG B YGifhd faa|

He unveiled the “Indian Armed Forces Vision 2047” document, “charting the path for a
future-ready Indian Armed Forces”.

I “UIRATT IR T Tf¥ 2047” THA BT SR {35, S “Hfawr & g duR wRdg
TR Tl BT AN TR el 8|

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh, National Security Adviser Ajit Doval, and top officials of
the three armed forces participated in the conference that will be held over the next two
days.

&1 HA STy R, AP YRAT AATEPR Sreiid SIHTE, IR il TXd el & 2
SR TwIA & =it gu o 3Tt &Y fa=if e =ramm|
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The conference will conduct a “holistic review of various structural, administrative and
operational matters... preparedness of the armed forces in the face of increasing global
uncertainties”.
T Al I, TRIIA® iR TS g & <q9y e $T... afye
SifAfiaarsit # gf & 1R IR 9@l 3 ) 3t
Prepare for any eventuality, PM tells Defence Ministry
5l oft fRufa & fore duR <8, weresh 2 38 wareg | st
Modi inaugurates Combined Commanders’ Conference that will focus on
‘transformative reforms’ across the armed forces; he lauds them for their role in
Operation Sindoor and nation-building
A A TYT FHISH TR BT IgUTe fhdT ol IR gl d URTdTdR GURE W
Ffga ghm; aﬁﬁﬁammﬁg?aﬁ?wﬁﬁwﬁmmaﬂmaﬂ
Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Monday inaugurated the 16th Combined Commanders’
Conference (CCC) in Kolkata and asked the Defence Ministry to take “swift” measures to
“prevail agalnst any eventuality”.
T g WISt A AR & Sladral 3 169 Wgad FHISH T+ (CCC) FHT Igared
gsﬁw&nm@%ﬁﬁ"ﬁmwﬁa?mwaﬁ fopail it YT TR e uran o
7
“In line with 2025 being the ‘year of reforms’ in defence, Prime Minister instructed the
Ministry of Defence to swiftly implement concrete steps to achieve greater jointness,
atmanirbharta (self-reliance) and innovation to meet future challenges and to prevail
against any eventuality,” the Press Information Bureau (PIB) said in a statement.
%2025 DI IT T GYR BT T4 A T, WUTAHAL 1 &1 WAT@d ! (¢ fean i ag ufasy #5t
Aol ¥ e 3R farsdt +ft fRUfa wR g UM & o siftes wgaan, srerfafRar ok
%ﬁnmaﬂﬁa?mmmﬁﬁﬁmaﬁ," g &1 U a1 &GR1 (PIB) 7 Uh §9H I
|

Mr. Modi reviewed the security situation and the operational preparedness of the armed
forces.

ot Tt 7 YR AT IR TR Tl B Wera-TeTs darRt & wter o

“The Prime Minister was briefed on the operational readiness of the forces in the context of
the new normal created by Operation Sindoor, future of warfare in the context of
emerging technology and tactics,” the PIB added.

PIB 3 ST, “WeTTHE &) ST RigR gRT AT 78 fRufdy, SuRet aopiie o vorfifera
F e 7 ufss & g 3R Tal &) VAeHETE TERdl $ IR § BRI & T 1"

Based on the theme “Year of Reforms - Transformation for the Future”, the conference
focuses on driving “transformative reforms” across the forces.

“FUR T 9 - Hfawg & o ufkad= fowg wR snenivd a8 awed sal § “ufadaert
JURY HI Fg1dl o1 W Hiad g1

Held once in two years, the CCC is the apex-level brainstorming forum of the forces and
brings together the nation’s top civilian and military leadership to exchange views.

B &l 91 § T IR SIS 814 aTell CCC Jal &1 -\ faar-fawst va g sik gg o=
& i AT SR AT Ag@ & fdaRl & SieM-UeH & foT T Iy 11 |

“Deliberations are being held on a wide range of strategic issues — including force
modernisation, jointness, integration and enhancing operational readiness for multi-
domain warfare,” a statement by a Defence Ministry spokesperson said.

T WATAY & Yol & U SO H gl 1T, “faar-famsf faftm vorifas g ;R 81 @i e -
o Tal &1 SmYfIP el TYarTar, THIHRT 3R 98-8 g5 & o Jara-rars aar
H) IEHET WA B 17

It said that Mr. Modi lauded the armed forces for their role in Operation Sindoor and
highlighted their contributions towards nation-building, anti-piracy operations, and
evacuation of citizens from conflict zones.

Y &gl T b oY WYY 3 R il a1 STaR RigR o S@! YHeT & o1 WRig1 &1 iR
1y Fmfor, Wt s&dt faRiel siftram, ofk wud &= @ At 3t fFeem & 375
YRTGH & Y@iford faba|

He unveiled the “Indian Armed Forces Vision 2047” document, “charting the path for a
future-ready Indian Armed Forces”.
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I “URART TR 9 €f¥ 2047” ST BT SFERY fosa, S “ufasy & fig daR U
TR T BT A1 IR el g

o Defence Minister Rajnath Singh, National Security Adviser Ajit Doval, and top officials of
the three armed forces participated in the conference that will be held over the next two
days.
&1 T oY T, TR&T TATEHR SfSiTd SIUTA, 3R di=1 T gal & e
aﬁwmﬁw&m@z\?ﬁ 3Tl &t f&=if a T

o The conference will conduct a “holistic review of various structural, administrative and
operational matters... preparedness of the armed forces in the face of increasing global
uncertainties”.
WA e Gra-Te®, URMEiAE 3R Fara-Tds el & “T0d e S0 Afye
SifAfiaarsit # gf & 1R IR 9@l 3 ) 3t

‘ED has a conviction rate of
over 94% in PMLA cases’

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Enforcement Directo-
rate (ED) on Monday said
the agency has secured
convictions in 50 of the 53
cases in the special courts
under the Prevention of
Money Laundering Act
(PMLA), achieving a con-
viction rate of more than
94%, and facilitated restitu-
tion of assets worth over
34,000 crore to victims

its 32nd quarterly confe-
rence of zonal officers
(September 12-13) in Srina-
gar, Jammu and Kashmir,
attended by all the Special
Directors, Additional Di-
rectors, Joint Directors and
the Deputy/Assistant legal
advisors.

“The decision to hold
the conference in Srinagar
was taken primarily to res-
tore confidence in the se-
curity environment of the
State after the unfortunate

A key issue discussed at
the event was the fast-
tracking of trial of cases
under the PMLA. ED Direc-
tor Rahul Navin reviewed
the statistics and directed
zonal heads to expedite
pending investigations, en-
sure filing of final prosecu-
tion complaints, and make
all possible efforts to fast-
track trials.

Other issues taken up at
the event included “asset
recovery and manage-

and legitimate claimants. terrorist attack at Pahal- ment”, and the need to re-
This financial year, the gam a few months ago. solve conflicts between the
agency has set the target of  Successful completion of Insolvency and Bankrupt-

achieving %15,000-crore
restitution, noting the sub-
stantial increase in the res-
toration of claims in the
Sahara case following the
ED’s investigative efforts.
The central agency held

the conference demon-
strated that J&K remains a
safe vibrant and forward
looking venue for national
and international level de-
liberations,” it said in a
release.

cy Code and PMLA
through coordinated gui-
delines with the Insolven-
cy and Bankruptcy Board
of India and resolution of
legacy National Company
Law Tribunal cases.

‘ED has a conviction rate of ove_r 94% in PMLA cases’

FUATAT AT | s8I I TSIl <X 94% I 3IfUP 7

o The Enforcement Directorate (ED) on Monday said the agency has secured convictions in 50
of the 53 cases in the special courts under the Prevention of Money Laundering Act
(PMLA), achieving a conviction rate of more than 94%, and facilitated restitution of assets
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worth over ¥34,000 crore to victims and legitimate claimants.

vaad fAeRmed ($8) 7 THIR &1 Hel foh Toi A 7 At fAaror sty (fiereeaw)
¥ ded fORIV sigTadl § 53 H & 50 ATl & T fGaTs 7, o 94% & 3if¥e 31 9o ®
a@éags‘% 3R fifSal auT A4 TAERI oY 34,000 FRIS A AfRUF FHt Yufrdl o1 aroht H Aeg
Cakd

This financial year, the agency has set the target of achieving 15,000-crore restitution,

noting the substantial increase in the restoration of claims in the Sahara case following the
ED’s investigative efforts.

=9 foxfta ad &, Toidlt A 215,000 FRYs &1 Jufl ara=h &1 aea Fuffed fovan 8, Fife werr
A § S 31 51T & TN & F1G a1d) BT JgTa § I afS §s 8

The central agency held its 32nd quarterly conference of zonal officers (September 12-13)

in Srinagar, Jammu and Kashmir, attended by all the Special Directors, Additional
Directors, Joint Directors and the Deputy/Assistant legal advisors.

Feilg ot 7 32t AMRIE 6 (12-13 RydaR) & AR, 9197 3R FRR o smanfor &,
o Tt fadiw fewres, sifafved e, Tgad R iR SRS ST TaghR AMia
gl

“The decision to hold the conference in Srinagar was taken primarily to restore confidence in
the security environment of the State after the unfortunate terrorist attack at Pahalgam a
few months ago. Successful completion of the conference demonstrated that J&K remains a
safe, vibrant and forward looking venue for national and international level deliberations,” it
said in a release.

feciet & wgt T, "R & Y3% SMIfTd S 1 i g1 w0 @ 8 9EH ugd ugaTH
# gu gufwyef srdward) g9a & a1 Ied & & TR B Ay I8Tet B & forg forar
YTl 6% P! GHdl GHIKT = Jg YaRRId b [ T-S=HIR AP SIR SIaRisid TR | faar-
famrel o forq uep YR, Sitdd ok wforfiel Ry s gan g 1"

A key issue discussed at the event was the fast-tracking of trials of cases under the
PMLA. ED Director Rahul Navin reviewed the statistics and directed zonal heads to
expedite pending investigations, ensure filing of final prosecution complaints, and make all
possible efforts to fast-track trials.

STIHH | 79l &1 TP UgW Ge HuATaT Al &1 gars | delt a1 o1 3t fHd=re ga
A A 3 S! B THIEm BT SR M=t THE! B! Afad S BT ol B, i SRS
R1epToa SIRd R 3R GAaTS | doll aF & AT 8 JHd T $34 & (e faul

Other issues taken up at the event included “asset recovery and management”, and the
need to resolve conflicts between the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code (IBC) and PMLA
through coordinated guidelines with the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Board of India (IBBI)
and resolution of legacy National Company Law Tribunal (NCLT) cases.

SRIHA T o Gl  TufRy &Y agelt 3R yaeq qut faarar eiv e sigmer wier (IBC)
3R FreHTAT & did THIG DI 8 B B SISl W Idi DI T | T/ HRH fearar v
TN &I SIS (IBBI) P 1Y FHI-IT [GRFERN & A1ed 3§ ofR R W9 St fafd
TR (NCLT) HHdl & JHIYM & gRT A IR SR far T
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INS Nistar makes maiden
port call at Slngapore

¢ The Indian Navy’s indigenously designed
and constructed diving support vessel, the
INS Nistar, made its maiden port call at
Changi in Singapore on Sunday, ahead of
its participation in the multinational Pacific
Reach 2025 (XPR 25) exercise, which begins
on September 15.

s @@ e T 3 T T @ R R
= : R fftfa srefdm Iuid ave, smduaey AR A
= o ! N IR ot RiMQR & =il § ugelt aR deme
R i b, asvg‘]uﬁ Wﬁﬁ%ﬁzozs
. ; (XPR 25) 3319 & Y[ 15
INS Nistar mgﬂes maiden R 3 & &)
. e The XPR25 is a biennial t aimed at
Dort Ca—“ at Slngapore enhaencing cocl)?d?naltieonnnilr? si\;aemnaﬂlrrl:]aere:cue
tions.
The Indian Navy’s indigenously designed and (;(p:;azéonr; fearife sriey § foraw e
constructed diving support vessel, the INS Nistar, TAget TuTd T B 9y & e B
made its maiden port call at Changi in Singapore e The exercise will unfold in two phases — a

harbour phase featuring subject matter
expert exchanges, and cross-deck visits; a
sea phase, where intervention and rescue

on Sunday, ahead of its participation in the
multinational Pacific Reach 2025 (XPR 25)

exercise, which begins on September 15. The operations in the South China Sea will take
XPR25 is a biennial event aimed at enhancing place.

coordination in submarine rescue operations. g T &Y TRUN | ST fobam s —
The exercise will unfold in two phases — a Teb gTelR =RoT, ford oy fargios & orar-
harbour phase featuring subject matter expert T 3R Big-3% faftrew gi; ok 1 @t
exchanges, and cross-deck visits; a sea phase, =T, foreH Sf3ror < AR § gway ok
where intervention and rescue operations in the FaTa A g

South China Sea will take place.
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As the lights stay on, birds are
staying up past their bedtime

By combining millions of recordings from hundreds of species, scientists found that artificial light is nudging birds to stay awake longer. The timings

for birds with large, watchful eyes shifted the most, while small-eyed species barely stirred. The changes were sharpest in the breeding season

Anupama Chandrasekaran

hese days, an inky, sightless
night is a rare sight in much of
the world. From the harsh

glare of streetlamps that make
us squint to the gaudy flicker of neon
billboards that force sunglass shields,
artificial light is blurring the line between
day and night.

This has meant birds stay active for
almost an hour longer after sundown in
brightly lit areas, according to a global
study of 583 species and more than 60
million bird vocalisations, drawn from 181
million raw detections.

“I'know how I feel when I lose an hour
of sleep,” said Brent Pease, the lead
author of the study. Dr. Pease is an
assistant professor at the School of
Forestry and Horticulture at Southern
1llinois University Carbondale in the US.
“This can’t be a great situation. But the
picture is complex.”

Scientists warn this shift disrupts birds’
natural rhythms, altering migration,
feeding, and breeding. This in turn
unsettles food chains and ecosystems.

For Dr. Pease, this project began as a
teaching idea to introduce students to
birds via their songs. He set up a simple
sound recorder and a small computer to
capture bird calls. That’s when he noticed
a prompt asking if he wanted to link to a
platform where volunteers shared bird
sounds identified using artificial
intelligence (AI).

“I couldn’t believe what I was seeing,”
Dr. Pease said. “There were thousands of
sound recorders, all across the globe.”

He likened the discovery of this source
to an earlier revolution in wildlife science:
trail cameras. Motion- and heat-triggered
cameras transformed mammal studies,
revealing behaviours once invisible to
researchers, from leopards prowling at
night to deer grazing at dawn.

BirdWeather, a volunteer-powered
acoustic network analysed with an Al
model called BirdNET, has done
something similar for birds by
automatically logging and identifying
their songs across continents.

Twilight chorus

“Light pollution in particular has been
interesting to me,” said Neil Gilbert, a
co-author of the study and a postdoctoral
researcher at the Department of Biology,
Oklahoma State University in the US. “I've
thought a lot about how animals are
responding to stressors and especially
behaviour timing.”

Dr. Pease looped in Dr. Gilbert to study
how artificial light at night affected bird
behaviour. They tapped into this
worldwide system of microphones and
sensors placed by volunteers in backyards
and forests that built a real-time map of
bird activity.

The scientists focused on two daily
markers: the first song at sunrise and the
last at sunset. They also looked at eye
size, nest type, migration patterns, and
habitats to understand which species
were most vulnerable. Then they
compared recordings from brightly lit
areas with those from darker places.

Dr. Pease and Dr. Gilbert thus found
that light pollution was stretching the
hours for which birds remained active.

By combining millions of recordings
from hundreds of species — most from the

Light pollution has been stretching the hours for which birds are active. SAAD CHAUDHRY/UNSPLASH

U.S., Europe, and Australia, with fewer
from the Global South — they found that
artificial light was nudging birds to stay
awake longer by nearly an hour.

“We were pretty surprised by the size
of the effect,” Dr. Gilbert said. “Fifty
minutes as an average across species was
quite a bit more than what we were
expecting.”

Not all birds were reacting to artificial
light to the same degree, however.

Those with large, watchful eyes shifted
the most, singing 35 minutes earlier at
dawn and 56 minutes later at dusk in
bright areas. Small-eyed species barely
stirred from their routine. Open-nesters
exposed to the sky felt the glow more

than cavity nesters sheltered in tree holes.

Migratory birds were also more unsettled
than stay-at-home species. The changes
were sharpest in the breeding season.

Some species were active two hours
longer, others by just a few minutes. But
the signal was consistent: where nights
were brighter, days stretched unnaturally
longer.

“If they’re spending an extra hour of
time ... they’re going to need more
additional caloric intake for all this extra

activity that they’re doing,” Dr. Pease said.

“But this additional extra hour of activity
can also result in an increased foraging
time and potentially even increased
reproductive output.”

‘Darkness disrupted’

Anusha Shankar at the Tata Institute of
Fundamental Research, Hyderabad, is an
integrative biologist who combines
insights from across biology to study
organisms. She explained why this study

matters.

- e -t

ee

If they're spending an extra hour, ...
they're going to need additional caloric
intake for all this extra activity that
they're doing.. But this additional
activity can also result in an increased
foraging time and potentially even
increased reproductive output

BRENT PEASE

School of Forestry and Horticulture at Southern Illinois
University Carbondale

“Every organism that we know of on
earth, every animal, even many plants,
and phytoplankton — they all have some
sort of sense of time,” Dr. Shankar said.
“And a lot of that comes from light cues.”

Artificial light breaks these natural
cycles. For instance, across Indian cities,
birds are dying after colliding with
brightly lit glass facades, turning shiny
office buildings into deadly traps.

“So if you disrupt these ancient
rhythms, everything gets messed up,” she
said.

These mi; hes can be d ing
for migratory birds. Birds time their
movements to food sources that also
depend on seasonal light cues. If plants
flower earlier or insects hatch later,
journeys that evolved over time may
suddenly become perilous.

Filmmaker Sriram Murali supports
keeping the night dark for people,
animals, and stars. Through his research
and films on fireflies, Mr. Murali has
campaigned to raise awareness of light
pollution. He calls these beetles the

“flagship species of the night”. Fireflies
use flashes of bioluminescent light to
attract mates.

In southern Indian forests and villages,
their hypnotic synchronised twinkling
can be seen for a brief spell in May and
June, just after sunset. On peak nights,
entire groves shimmer with their
green-gold pulses, like fairy lights strung
across the trees. But artificial lighting
hacks this communication, making it
harder for them to survive.

“We know that exposure to lighting
affects the circadian rhythm,” said Mr.
Murali of our bodies’ natural clock that
controls sleep and wakefulness. “Doctors
know it and we are careful about it for our
own children. So then the question is,
how do we teach people empathy and
bring about change?”

A simple switch

Whether stretching a bird’s day is a
blessing or a burden is still uncertain.
More time to feed and to mate may help;
less time to rest may hurt.

The good news is that unlike many
other human pressures, light pollution is
reversible. Streetlamps can be shielded,
billboards dimmed, and lights switched
off when not needed.Dr. Pease pointed
out that unlike climate change or habitat
destruction, reducing light pollution
doesn’t require massive investments or
decades of restoration.

“If light pollution turns out to be a
negative thing for bird populations, we
can do a behaviour change across the
globe to turn out the lights and make the
night dark again,” Dr. Pease said. “We’re
just a light switch away here.”

(anupama.c@thehindu.co.in)

As the lights stay on, birds are staying up past their

bedtime

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur

Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page77


https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488
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STAEA S

e By combining millions of recordings from hundreds of species, scientists found that
artificial light is nudging birds to stay awake longer.

ol R &1 As! yenfaal I fAreme, dF-e! = ur fos i A= ufdal & sifde
R TP T R TR R T 2

¢ The timings for birds with large, watchful eyes shifted the most, while small-eyed species
barely stirred.

IS 3R A 3l arel ufdrdt o1 THY qaY SATaT 95, Sai SId i@l arelt weifaal iR
DT dgd HH 3R 3|
e The changes were sharpest in the breeding season.

g JSd Ja¥ 3 o= M| & 31 T

Artificial Light and Birds
P yopTRr 3T yeh

www.patrioticias.in

e These days, an inky, sightless night is a rare sight in much of the world.
TS d, TN, 3fERY 1 g & Sifesie el §f U gty exa g

o From the harsh glare of streetlamps that make us squint to the gaudy flicker of neon
billboards that force sunglass shields, artificial light is blurring the line between day and
night.

wiedmd o1 ao A o g 31 g™ IR AR &Rl ¢, 9 AR T fAaaisa o
THTANY S TA T TR AR BT 8, PEAH YHTRT G 3R I1d BT W1 Y ¢ferelt a 8T 8|

e This has meant birds stay active for almost an hour longer after sundown in brightly lit
areas, according to a global study of 583 species and more than 60 million bird
vocalisations, drawn from 181 million raw detections.

TP AAAT g [ THGER A=A a1 &3 § velt guid & 91e v ue be siftre ufhg
54 €, U8 U A% 31emT Q Udl =en ¢ R 583 UeTfaar 3ik 6 #is ¥ Sifires ufdrdy &Y
fral e Of, o 18.1 PSP fedawr 3 < 18 o

o ‘I know how | feel when | lose an hour of sleep,” said Brent Pease, the lead author of the
study. Dr. Pease is an assistant professor at the School of Forestry and Horticulture at

Southern lllinois University Carbondale (US).

o) Ul ¢ b o9 B T ¢ Y g A 81 Ol § dl Jof T @ B, 1T & U o
e It 3 w1l 7. 0, Fe- sfemra giaRid srfed (Us) 3§ BRET 3R gicaer @d &
TES WHR &

e “This can’t be a great situation. But the picture is complex.”

g U 3] FRUMY 72T &) Tl | T aedik wifewt 217

o Scientists warn this shift disrupts birds’ natural rhythms, altering migration, feeding, and
breeding. This in turn unsettles food chains and ecosystems.

! = Jara-t <) b ag Iqdrg ufért Bt wiplae o Bl S1fd Sl 7, ) wa,
WS 3R U THTTAd 81 &1 I8 ST Wy gaanait v urfifRufas o & SR sxar 8|

e For Dr. Pease, this project began as a teaching idea to introduce students to birds via their
songs. He set up a sound recorder and a small computer to capture bird calls.

1. 0w & fore, I uRaeT ue Rieor faar & 0 & Y& g8 dife 36! & uferdl & il &
AT ¥ 3T TR AT S T | I751+ Ulerdl 1 SHTarelt &l Rebls B & 1Y Th ATSS
ISR SR U& BieT HHger wiftd fHa|

o That’'s when he noticed a prompt asking if he wanted to link to a platform where volunteers
shared bird sounds identified using artificial intelligence (Al).

Tt 3= a1 b U Toba e Foras gt T o1 {6 1 3 S WiewH I JS1 31ed § et
mﬁwqﬁng@nww)mwmuﬁﬁﬁnéu%ﬁﬁmﬁwwﬁm

e “| couldn’t believe what | was seeing,” Dr. Pease said. “There were thousands of sound
recorders, all across the globe.”
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He likened the discovery of this source to an earlier revolution in wildlife science: trail
cameras.

I 3 Id B B B g1 ai1d a9 | Ugd §U Ud HifddR] gaad 4 B o HHR|
Motion- and heat-triggered cameras transformed mammal studies, revealing behaviours once
invisible to researchers, from leopards prowling at night to deer grazing at dawn.

T IR T & Sfera IR A WU Serel Y Sad fodl, MuHarsl & g Ugd SRy
FAERI Bl IR T, S I & gHa gy I AHR gag avd i1 a |

BirdWeather, a volunteer-powered acoustic network analysed with an Al model called
BirdNET, has done something similar for birds by automatically logging and identifying their
songs across continents.

TS AR, T WIAIH-TdTferd & Jedd o BirdNET A% Al Aied I fagafd farar man,
3 Ut 3 R XaT & R, S A 1 HETEO B Wi U Q o iR g @)

Twilight chorus

e Ma

“Light pollution in particular has been interesting to me,” said Neil Gilbert, a co-author of the
study and a postdoctoral researcher at the Department of Biology, Oklahoma State
University (US).

IR ¥ T YHTRI Ugqor IR T feray Y81 8, 310 & Tg-oiadh 3R IFarg T e
gfafidt (us) & Shafas faurT H Uivesiderd IMYUPdl -id fiead - Hail

“I've thought a lot about how animals are responding to stressors and especially behaviour
timing.”

B9 39 IR § 9gd I ¢ fh TR a-19 PRI 3R AR U ¥ AR & 0T W H4
yfafssar IR W B 1

Dr. Pease looped in Dr. Gilbert to study how artificial light at night affected bird behaviour.
They tapped into this worldwide system of microphones and sensors placed by volunteers
in backyards and forests that built a real-time map of bird activity.

81, Ui 71 ST, fiieae o1 wnfire fovan aifer g sreoa fovan S b s X1d & iy waem=n uférl &
FAER Bl HY YU Bl 8|1 51 [Dars! 3R SHTal & TEHasHh! §RT AT 7T ATSHIGIA
&ﬁvﬁggﬁmmmwmmﬁﬁwﬁnﬁﬁﬁﬁmwﬁﬁmm
R I

The scientists focused on two daily markers: the first song at sunrise and the last at
sunset.
jgﬁﬁﬁaﬁ%ﬂ%ﬁw & Hisd frar: Jaie w ugar Ma iR gaiva w sifaw

I
They also looked at eye size, nest type, migration patterns, and habitats to understand
which species were most vulnerable.
351 g IHTH & AT 3iiEl & IMPR, Tivd & UHTR, WaTd Ue- 3R marat &1 +ft & &
HH-HF gt Tad i Haa=id 2|
Then they compared recordings from brightly lit areas with those from darker places.
R I THBGR AR arat & Bt RS o1 Jam SR R I BT
Dr. Pease and Dr. Gilbert thus found that light pollution was stretching the hours for which
birds remained active.
&1, 0 3R BT, FIead A U 9 UahT=1 Uguur 39 999 &1 91 367 YT 99 d& ualt ichd 38 U
By combining millions of recordings from hundreds of species — most from the U.S., Europe,
and Australia, with fewer from the Global South — they found that artificial light was
nudging birds to stay awake Ionger by nearly an hour.

AHS! Yol & aral Repita™ o fHemex — fomd ¥ sifveizr smifveT, griv i sifeeforar
3 off R T T WSy T — G@ﬁwﬁ?mmq@ﬁrﬁaﬂmwﬁ&m
SN T8+ o forg Ui o @7 Tl

“We were pretty surprised by the size of the effect,” Dr. Gilbert said. “Fifty minutes as an
average across species was quite a bit more than what we were expecting.”
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“TH THTE & ATHR I BB o 3" 8. FIeaie A Hg1| “var firie &7 ofid g9 otiem 9 Fal
e T

Not all birds were reacting to artificial light to the same degree, however.

graifes, Tuft ueht HHT yer R THE ¥ 9 ufafear T8 e % A

Those with large, watchful eyes shifted the most, singing 35 minutes earlier at dawn and
56 minutes later at dusk in bright areas.

ot e Tt 3R A off, I5I- T o1t Fgarma fg@mr, ardmeRr & H 3 YR H 35
firTe uga ok Tigr & 56 e a1g M A

Small-eyed species barely stirred from their routine.

BT 3 arelt yenforar wmag & oo feaaf 3 feff

Open-nesters exposed to the sky felt the glow more than cavity nesters sheltered in tree
holes.

A 99 g9 arat veht S o1 A= F ¢1fd yuifad gu, wafe Ul @) wiaferat #
TE aTal &l GRiE 5|

Migratory birds were also more unsettled than stay-at-home species.

gareft geft t wirdt usifodl ot o | ofde SifRR U1

The changes were sharpest in the breeding season.

Tg gRad ueH - g H a9 dig 3

Some species were active two hours longer, others by just a few minutes.

$3 Ufaat &t ge Siftre afepa 11, o dad $o e ab

But the signal was consistent: where nights were brighter, days stretched unnaturally
longer.

Afh T T oT: 15T I Siftres Iareft off, agt fa1 ermpfoe ®u A @ g 1w A

“If they’re spending an extra hour of time ... they’re going to need more additional caloric
intake for all this extra activity that they’re doing,” Dr. Pease said.

«gfe 3 o Sfafled ge &1 gAY 91 R §... O I= 39 sifafkea nfafafy & fom aiftre arfafyes
PR A9 T TaLIHT 8N, ST Uil A FET

“But this additional extra hour of activity can also result in an increased foraging time and
potentially even increased reproductive output.”

Qe T8 HfaRad U Her 31fiie Tfafafty 1 T Wi & THY &) 9¢1 9ol § 3R JHdd:
U IdTe o Wi Sg1 ghar g1’

Darkness disrupted

SYPR I

Anusha Shankar at the Tata Institute of Fundamental Research, Hyderabad, is an
integrative biologist who combines insights from across biology to study organisms. She
explained why this study matters.

gevraTe fRIG eTer $Wieye 3w hemed frad & SR WHR Th JHI Sitafdgrt &, o
Sial & e{gﬂﬂ?éﬂ%ﬁﬁﬂﬂﬁﬂﬂ%ﬁﬁﬁ%@ﬁﬁ%ﬁ@?ﬁ%l I T b ug Sreqg
HB(‘CIQPi I

“Every organism that we know of on earth, every animal, even many plants, and
phytoplankton — they all have some sort of sense of time,” Dr. Shankar said. “And a lot of
that comes from light cues.”

&1, YR A BT, “gedt R e oft Sitdl &1 89 JMd ©, 8% 9HaR, 81 b b ds e iR
B eed — 37 9 # {5t 7 <l TR o1 IHg BT Y BT 81 3R ITHT ST f3x
BT APl I AT 81"

Artificial light breaks these natural cycles. For instance, across Indian cities, birds are dying
after colliding with brightly lit glass facades, turning shiny office buildings into deadly traps.
PIIT UHT 7 Upiciep Teh] Bl s Sl &1 IATERY & (07T, RS WeR) &, uah A=t |
SRR F1d & HYHTT J THIABR TR 33 5, oY IHHER ST Ha- g1ded o o MU g |
“So if you disrupt these ancient rhythms, everything gets messed up,” she said.

I2I Fel, “al afe 319 37 urhie @4 &) a1ftid ad ], O 99 9 fSrs S g1

These mismatches can be devastating for migratory birds. Birds time their movements to
food sources that also depend on seasonal light cues. If plants flower earlier or insects
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hatch later, Journeys that evolved over time may suddenly become perilous.

I SRiga warit uferal & e ARt 8 god &1 velt Siom vary oY HieH Hidt & @Y
Sed &, S HTHY gbT=T Habdl IR 1R axa 81 afe i ot faa I g dg R A
Fread € 0 99 & 91 AR A S[EMS WA gf gadi g |

Filmmaker Sriram Murali supports keeping the night dark for people, animals, and stars.
Through his research and films on fireflies, Mr. Murali has campaigned to raise awareness of
light pollution. He calls these beetles the “flagship species of the night”. Fireflies use
flashes of bioluminescent light to attract mates.

fOrer fmfar sfRme gReft 3a &1 A9, SFaR) 3R dRY & 1w $iekT ST e &1 9idH axd
S TGS R 3o =My 3R rert o T W, oft TReft 3 WehT=T UguuT & Ui ST deT
& forg T e 81 3 37 4T 1 Y 31 UiRa wenfar H8d ¢ | O, 310 A1t dl s
FRA & U At YhTRT B TG HT IUIN HRd & |

In southern Indian forests and villages, their hypnotic synchronised twinkling can be seen
for a brief spell in May and June, just after sunset. On peak nights, entire groves shimmer
with their green-gold pulses, like fairy lights strung across the trees. But artificial lighting
hacks this communication, making it harder for them to survive.
0T YRt SiTet 37 TGl 7, W% Tc 7 3% o & U1 g9y & fow S
JHigs Arffe® fafiarge < ?ﬂmﬂ?ﬁﬁ TR JUG D! gRI-GIge ¥l o
DA |, aﬁﬁs‘fuwﬁ-aﬁ%mﬁs‘n A W A= 3T TIR FT F1fdd it 3, oy
I fere Sifad Y& i3 g o g1
“We know that exposure to lighting affects the circadian rhythm,” said Mr. Murali of our
bodies’ natural clock that controls sleep and wakefulness. “Doctors know it and we are
careful about it for our own children. So then the question is, how do we teach people
empathy and bring about change?”
ot TReft 3 g1, “g0 T § T UhT=1 & Gudh o 31T §AR IRR B AHh1sad a7 &1 yuifad
AT T, S Al 3R SEwHdl B Fafd Bl &1 Siae 38 o § 3R g9 310 5=l & forg
%ﬁb IR H T ¥8d & | dl fh FaTel 78 & [ 50 aill &) weTgyfa 4 Ry ¢k ufvad=
org?”

A simple switch

TP AIYRY g

Whether stretching a bird’s day is a blessing or a burden is still uncertain. More time to feed
and to mate may help; less time to rest may hurt.

ot veft & foa & gem e & a1 9y, g8 3t + 3ifRfda g1 HieH iR uei4 & fare eiftre
T Teg IR obdl §; AR & AT HH Y TGRS gl IobdT g

The good news is that unlike many other human pressures, light pollution is reversible.
Streetlamps can be shielded, billboards dimmed, and lights switched off when not needed.

3Bt TR g & [ 31 H5 ATIAIY gaTal & fAURId, WehTT UguUT Secl fohdT off Hahd ¢ |
TSP AUl B &b off Toball &, Fagmu= ug) & A< HH B o Tebelt 3, 3R HTIRIHaT 7 g
R A3 §E BT o Tl 3

Dr. Pease pointed out that unlike climate change or habitat destruction, reducing light
pollution doesn’t require massive investments or decades of restoration.

$1. 01 < Sarn & Srararyg ufvad= a1 smare faAms & faudia, =1 UgHul & &8 a & g
YRY 931 31 a=1] B GASgTel BT SHTa=RIHdT ol gl

“If light pollution turns out to be a negative thing for bird populations, we can do a
behaviour change across the globe to turn out the lights and make the night dark again,” Dr.
Pease said. “We’re just a light switch away here.”

1. Uist 3 weT, “afe yeTr ugwur velt s-ee & e Ue AeRIe® 9 Iifad gidr ], dt gd
ot g & sragR uftadd R 9dhd €, A1sC 96 B Udhd & SR d B U I SHERT &1 vl
2189 I8! 99 U @ige Raa gr g1’
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Sterile male fruit flies are released in a field in
Naoussa, Greece, on September 1, 2025. AFP

Greecerevs
up to face
invasive fruit
flies from Asia

Agence France Presse

n a small persimmon orchard in
l northern Greece, scientists carefully

open paper bags to release
thousands of flies, in an experiment
aimed at blunting the destructive impact
of new invasive species.

The insects are sterile male
Mediterranean fruit flies (Ceratitis
capitata), a pest that annually causes
significant damage to crops in Naousa,
where a large proportion of Greece’s
prominent export, the peach, is
produced.

But the project is ultimately aimed at
curbing an even greater threat: fruit fly
species from Asia, which have begun to
make their appearance in southeastern
Europe as climate change increases local
temperatures.

The four-year, EU-funded project titled
REACT brings together researchers from
12 different countries including the UK,
Israel and South Africa. The programme
has a budget of 6.65 million euros.

The male flies are grown at the
University of Patras and are fed a bacterial
supplement that makes them more active,
resilient, and competitive, said George
Tsiamis, the university’s Laboratory of
Microbiology Systems director.

“This means they are more likely to
survive in nature, fly longer distances, live
longer, and, most importantly, mate with
wild females,” he added. “Since the males
are sterile, these matings produce no
offspring, gradually reducing and
ultimately eliminating harmful
populations.”

The Enhanced Sterile Insect Technique
is pesticide-free, environmentally
friendly, and compatible with organic
farming practices, according to Tsiamis.

Orchard owner Savvas Pastopoulos, an
agronomist by training, has welcomed the
project and has been tasked with winning
over other Naousa fruit growers.

Y ple AR

Since the males are sterile, they
produce no offspring, gradually
reducing and ultimately

eliminating harmful populations

“At first, they were somewhat sceptical
when they saw these bags with insects,
but after it was explained to them, they
understood,” the 40-year-old said. “There
have been seasons when, due to the
Mediterranean fruit fly, we lost our
production in just 15 days.”

Scientists note that invasive fruit flies
are among the most destructive threats to
global food production. Two species, the
oriental fruit fly (Bactrocera dorsalis) and
the peach fruit fly (Bactrocera zonata),
have caused massive economic damage
worldwide. Native to Southeast Asia, they
now threaten to invade Europe.

The oriental fruit fly has been
repeatedly observed in Europe. Around
Naples, several occurrences are reported
every year, and the species has also been
recorded in France and Belgium.

Climate change makes matters worse
as both invasive species thrive in warm
weather, said Vasilis Rodovitis, a doctoral
candidate at the Laboratory of
Entomology and Agricultural Zoology at
the University of Thessaly.

“These two insects were found to be
capable of wintering in the warmer parts
of Europe, such as Crete and Valencia,” he
said. “In temperate regions like Naples
and Thessaloniki, we observed a small
survival rate, but enough to establish new
populations after winter, in early spring.”

The team chose Naousa as the testing
ground because the Mediterranean fly
population in the region appears at low
levels, resembling those during the early
stages of a new species invasion.

“This is the first European field trial of
sterile insect release on such a small,
targeted scale using our improved sterile
insects,” said the project’s coordinator
Marc F. Schetelig.

Greece revs
up to face
invasive fruit
flies from
Asia

TR I e
a1 3TPTHD
o AfRgal |
fAgea & ferw
g TR

Sterile Fly
Experiment in
Greece

g | qigr afRadl
T YR

e Inasmall
persimmon orchard in
northern Greece,
scientists carefully open
paper bags to release
thousands of flies, in an
experiment aimed at
blunting the destructive
impact of new invasive
species.
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e Theinsects are
sterile male
Mediterranean fruit
flies (Ceratitis
capitata), a pest that
annually causes
significant damage to
crops in Naousa, where

a large proportlon of Greece’s prominent export the peach, is produced.
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But the project is ultimately aimed at curbing an even greater threat: fruit fly species from

Asia, which have begun to make their appearance in southeastern Europe as climate

change increases local temperatures.

AfopT a5 IRATSHT 3idd: T SR I8 Wak I AP+ R Biad &: TRMAT B B Al yerfoar,

SN STeraTg uRad = % BRU ™G a9 s § Sfeor-gdf R & s 27 @ 71

The four-year, EU-funded project tited REACT brings together researchers from 12

different countries including the UK, Israel and South Africa. The programme has a budget

of 6.65 million euros.

IR quifd, EU-fa difta ufvaie REACT W& & w1y, 12 fafira 3= (S 95, sorisa

%?g?&lm 3PIehT YIAE B) b Medalsl &l U 1Y o1l 8| 59 HAHH BT Joie 6.65 fAfera=
I

The male flies are grown at the University of Patras and are fed a bacterial supplement

that makes them more active, resilient, and competitive, said George Tsiamis, the

university’s Laboratory of Microbiology Systems director.

R AfRed &I gfaRidY Sife aTer 1 ure oiTdl § $iR S daeiiad gwiife Raam Sl &

Sl I3 e Fishy, wreiten SR UicRuelf ST &, T 5 § Siret forantere o, Sl fasfaermera

D1 geaeia fagr vomrel vaRme & Fews B

“This means they are more likely to survive in nature, fly longer distances, live longer, and,

most importantly, mate with wild females,” he added. “Since the males are sterile, these

matings produce no offspring, gradually reducing and ultimately eliminating harmful

populations.”

“ZPHT AT ¢ [ 3 Ui T 31fid Ty b Shfdd I8 Ihd &, Tall g3l do IS qhd &, e
TG I ot Thd &, 3R JaY Heaqul, SiTeft ATgraif A Uol-+ R IHd 8, Il el “Ife
R T, U TS IS G S e B4, O geRe® Sare! fR-4R ged! 3 iR sida:
AT B S g1
The Enhanced Sterile Insect Technique is pesticide-free, environmentally friendly, and
compatible with organic farming practices, according to Tsiamis.

¥ IIUR, 94 A PIe TN PleATS-Ha, Tafawor ged, 3R e St
B yYTSii & Y WA B
Orchard owner Savvas Pastopoulos, an agronomist by training, has welcomed the project
and has been tasked with winning over other Naousa fruit growers.
T & H1fee AT TR, S 0% ¥ U HfY a1 €, 3 39 uRaieHT &1 wnTd fasar
® 3IR 36 31 ST el STGe| ! HAAT BT BTy (4T 711 5 |
“At first, they were somewhat sceptical when they saw these bags with insects, but after it
was explained to them, they understood,” the 40-year-old said. “There have been seasons
when, due to the Mediterranean fruit fly, we lost our production in just 15 days.”

3= B, o IH & Fet areh AR B & o 3 $ Haequ A, AfeT G ¥ §1g 3 wuw
T, 9 40 IHIT 3 FHBT| VY A IR € oF ARSI Hd AR & HRUI g0 dhad 15 faf &
3T Iedre @l fean”

Scientists note that invasive fruit flies are among the most destructive threats to global
food production. Two species, the oriental fruit fly (Bactrocera dorsalis) and the peach
fruit fly (Bactrocera zonata), have caused massive economic damage worldwide. Native to
Southeast Asia, they now threaten to invade Europe.

ARTP] BT Bl § [P SATHIHSD el ARG diYD @Iel SeTgd b o [ATRISGRT Wi § A
g1 2 vromfor, anfedea pc TEI'I% (Bactrocera dorsalis) IR da L tﬁl'l'&F (Bactrocera
zonata) 7 f3y TR R YR} o &ffc ugars 31 Sfor-gd TRmr 3 7a Rarh 3 sfe U R
STSHHUT B BT YTDBT St §

The oriental fruit fly has been repeatedly observed in Europe. Around Naples, several
occurrences are reported every year, and the species has also been recorded in France and
Belgium.

3NRTed e waTs & WY H IR-TR 3@ T ¢ | AU & U &R I1d s IR KOS oI
STl 7, 3R 9 TS &1 Wid 3R afceraw o oft ol fosan man g
Climate change makes matters worse as both invasive species thrive in warm weather, said
Vasilis Rodovitis, a doctoral candidate at the University of Thessaly.
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e “These two insects were found to be capable of wintering in the warmer parts of Europe,
such as Crete and Valencia,” he said. “In temperate regions like Naples and Thessaloniki,
we observed a small survival rate, but enough to establish new populations after winter, in

early spring.”

g UTa 7T {6 A G pie U & T i O e ok AaRan ¥ qdf prea A wem Q)
IBI FE1 AU 3N AT AP SR Tr=fiareo &=t o g At Sfifad 8= &1 &R 3@, dfe
A for oI g Pt YT H T3 3M1aTe R 81 9 17

e The team chose Naousa as the testing ground because the Mediterranean fly population in
the region appears at low levels, resembling those during the early stages of a new species

invasion.

Y 3 AT B TR0 R I HiTh 9 & T ARSRAT AfRadl i ST HH w™l IR
foars Tt B, S freht 7 uonfar & 3w & IR =Rl St 21

e “This is the first European field trial of sterile insect release on such a small, targeted scale
using our improved sterile insects,” said the project’s coordinator Marc F. Schetelig.

“Tg THR YUTR STt BIST BT ITINT X gU 307 BIc, Aad UAH W Sig Hic Ble B
Tgdl Y Bies Trd 8, RTINS & GH-ag% AT T, e fnT 3 gl

GS I: S&T
N :
QUESTION 5 ;

once alleged that Project
Stormfury was a US eittempt to
weaponise hurricanes during the Cold
War. Fill in the blank,% with the name of a
revolutionary leader:
Answers to Septerhber 11 quiz:
1. Weapon type of Russia’s “Father of All
Bombs" - Ans: Thermobaric
2. Colloguial name for GBU43/B bomb -
Ans: “Mother of all Bombs™
3. Principle used by Shkval torpedoes to
reach high speeds - Ans:
Supercavitation
4. Weapons classified as airbreathing
and boost-glide - Ans: Hypersonic
5. Weapon designed to penetrate
armour - Ans: Explosively formed
penetrator
First contact: K.N. Viswanathan | Tamal
Biswas | Harilakshmi M. | Anmol Agrawal

QuIZ

Russia’s “Father of All Bombs”
(FOAB)

What is a Thermobaric Weapon

* Thermobaric weapons, also known as fuel-air explosives
or vacuum bombs, work by dispersing a cloud of fuel (in
powdered, aerosol, or vapor form) which mixes with
atmospheric oxygen and then ignites.

» The explosion produces a very high-temperature blast
wave, followed by a partial vacuum effect.

» These weapons create longer blast duration, higher
temperature, and greater over-pressure than
conventional high explosives of the same weight.

» They are especially destructive in enclosed spaces such
as bunkers, tunnels, or buildings.

» They cannot be used effectively underwater, at high
altitudes, or in areas without oxygen.

The “Father of All Bombs” (FOAB)

« Official designation: Aviation Thermobaric Bomb of
Increased Power (ATBIP).

« Common name: Father of All Bombs (FOAB).

* Tested on 11 September 2007 by Russia.

+ Claimed to have an explosive yield of 44 tons of TNT
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equivalent, with only about 7 tons of explosive mixture.
* Russia claims FOAB is the most powerful non-nuclear bomb ever developed.

Data and Technical Details

» Approximate weight: 7,100 kg (= 7 tons).

* Claimed blast yield: 44 tons TNT equivalent.

* Blast temperature: Russia claims it is nearly twice as high as that of the U.S. “Mother of
All Bombs” (MOAB).

* Delivery: Reported to be dropped from a Tu-160 strategic bomber, though some experts
doubt this due to size constraints.

Comparison with U.S. “Mother of All Bombs” (MOAB)

* MOAB yield: 11 tons of TNT equivalent.

* FOAB claimed yield: 44 tons of TNT equivalent.

* FOAB is said to be 4 times more powerful than MOAB.

» Both bombs are considered the most destructive conventional (non-nuclear) weapons
of their respective countries.

e TNT equivalent is a unit of measurement used to express the energy released in an
explosion.

e It compares the explosive energy of any substance or event (like a bomb, meteor
impact, or nuclear explosion) to the energy released by trinitrotoluene (TNT), a
standard chemical explosive.

o 1 ton of TNT equivalent = energy released by 1 ton (1000 kg) of TNT exploding.

¢ By international convention:

o 1ton of TNT =4.184 x 10° joules (J) of energy.

GBU-43/B Massive Ordnance Air Blast Bomb (MOAB)

Colloquial Name: “Mother of All Bombs”

* The GBU-43/B MOAB is the most powerful conventional (non-nuclear) bomb ever
developed by the United States.

* It is called the “Mother of All Bombs” due to its massive size and destructive power.

» Developed by the U.S. Air Force and first tested in 2003.

* Designed for surface targets, such as tunnels, bunkers, and large troop concentrations.
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Unlocking innovation with India’s procurement reforms

rocurement policies, often designed

with transparency and cost-efficiency

in mind, have long had unintended

consequences for research and
development. While preventing fraud, these
frameworks frequently kill innovation, one
process at a time, by prioritising procedural
compliance over scientific needs. India’s recent
reforms to its General Financial Rules (GFR) —
particularly exemptions from the Government
e-Marketplace (GeM) portal and enhanced
financial thresholds for research and
development (R&D) procurement — are a
welcome change.

Procurement as innovation catalyst

The tug-of-war between procurement policies
and innovation is not new. Studies have shown
that public procurement, when done properly,
can give a push to private-sector R&D by creating
stable demand for advanced technologies.
Moreover, it has been found that targeted
procurement spending is associated with
increased patent filings and private R&D
investment, forming a virtuous cycle of
innovation. However, as the Brazilian case study
in EconStor’s 2023 report notes, generic
procurement rules rarely achieve this unless
explicitly designed to spur innovation. India’s
pre-reform framework fell into this trap:
mandating GeM purchases for all sub-Z200 crore
equipment, regardless of specialisation, which
forced scientists into a time-consuming
exemption process for globally benchmarked
tools. Vendors on GeM often supplied materials of
poor quality, compromising research.

The Government of India’s policy changes in
June 2025 directly address these issues. By
allowing institutional heads to bypass GeM for
specialised equipment and raising direct
purchase limits from 1 lakh to 22 lakh, the
reforms acknowledge that cookie-cutter
procurement is incompatible with R&D’s bespoke
needs. Delegating approval for global tenders up
to 3200 crore to vice-chancellors and directors
eliminates bureaucratic lag — a chronic grievance
highlighted by the Prime Minister’s Economic
Advisory Council. These adjustments align with
theories of “catalytic procurement”, where
flexibility enables public institutions to act as
early adopters of advanced technologies,
stimulating private-sector innovation.

Yet, the reforms stop short of a full paradigm
shift. While empowering institutional leaders,
they retain safeguards such as departmental
purchase committees for higher-value
acquisitions. This could be argued as a necessary
balance. However, even the revised 32 lakh direct
purchase limit could remain inadequate for
high-cost fields such as quantum computing or
biotechnology. Additionally, the focus on global
tenders, while ensuring quality, could
marginalise domestic suppliers unless local R&D
systems are empowered and left free to
collaborate globally, and compete at that level.

The policy’s success will depend to a large
extent on implementation. Trusting institutional
heads with procurement discretion assumes high
ethical standards, which is something that will
have to be built up, slowly, in a system that has
been historically plagued by inefficiency. As the
policy rolls out, monitoring mechanisms will be
vital to prevent misuse while preserving agility.

Arindam
Goswami

is a Research Analyst
in the High-Tech
Geopolitics
Programme at The
Takshashila
Institution, Bengaluru

Research and
development
can be
transformed by
blending these
changes with
global best
practices in
market-shaping,
cognitive tools
and hybrid
governance

How has procurement evolved globally?
Globally, nations leading in R&D outcomes have
already reimagined procurement as something
that acts as a catalyst for innovation — not just a
cost-control mechanism. India can learn from
their experiences. Procurement processes have
evolved from ancient record-keeping to Artificial
Intelligence (Al)-driven strategies. India would do
well to learn from these.

Germany'’s approach is a good example of
balancing procurement checks and R&D
ambitions. Through its High-Tech Strategy, the
federal government mandates that public
procurement be used to promote innovative
solutions, supported by KOINNO, which is a
dedicated agency advising procurers, curating
supplier databases, and hosting cross-sector
innovation forums. This institutionalises what
economist Mariana Mazzucato terms
“mission-oriented procurement”, where
state-purchasing power deliberately shapes
technological markets. Similarly, the ‘Small
Business Innovation Research (SBIR) program’ of
the United States reserves 3% of federal R&D
funds for startups, using phased procurement
contracts to derisk early-stage technologies while
maintaining competitive tension among vendors.
These models recognise that procuring
innovation is not about buying predefined
products but in fostering ecosystems where
suppliers compete on breakthroughs.

India’s GeM reforms partially embrace this
philosophy by exempting specialised research
equipment from mandatory portal use —a nod to
the fact that Indian labs often face delays
extending to a few months when dealing with
niche instruments. However, the policy lacks
Germany’s proactive market-shaping elements or
the SBIR’s staged funding structure. For instance,
India’s ¥200 crore global tender limit for
institutional heads still prioritises cost
benchmarks over technical ambition, unlike
South Korea’s “pre-commercial procurement”
system that pays premium prices for prototypes
meeting moonshot criteria.

Procurement’s evolutionary arc
Procurement’s 5,000-year journey, from Egyptian
scribes tracking pyramid materials to Al
predicting supply chain details, reflects an
evolution from control to creativity. The
Industrial Revolution looked at procurement as a
cost-centric function, but the two World Wars
exposed its strategic role in securing scarce
resources.

Post-1945, this duality deepened: corporations
adopted Just-In-Time inventory systems while
governments used procurement to spur sectors
such as semiconductors (via National Aeronautics
and Space Administration contracts) and
renewables (through the European Union’s green
mandates).

Today’s frontier is “cognitive procurement”,
where tools such as generative Al analyse supplier
ecosystems, simulate scarcity scenarios, and
automate compliance - freeing researchers to
focus on creative sourcing. Consider Pfizer’s
COVID-19 vaccine effort, where Al-optimised
procurement identified multiple critical suppliers
within a few hours, compressing a months-long
process into weeks.

The discussion over procurement policies
often leads to calls for privatisation of national

labs, as that would probably open up the
procurement process. However, it would be wise
to consider that the debate over privatising
India’s national labs hinges on a false binary. As
the U.S. experience shows, privatisation is not
about abandoning public oversight but redefining
it. When the Department of Energy handed over
the management and operation of Sandia
National Laboratories in 1993 to a private
company, it retained mission control through
performance-based contracts while unlocking
private capital for laser and materials research.
The result? A huge increase in patent filings and
partnerships with a number of small and medium
enterprises within a decade.

India’s Council of Scientific and Industrial
Research (CSIR) could adopt this hybrid model.
Laboratories working in strategic fields such as
space tech or quantum computing might benefit
from corporate-style agility in procurement and
hiring, provided the government maintains some
control to safeguard national interests. However,
success requires robust accountability
frameworks and some alignment with innovation
road maps.

Procurement as a research variable

India’s procurement reforms are necessary but
insufficient. Four systemic shifts could anchor
deeper change. The first would be
outcome-weighted tenders. Following Finland’s
example, there must be an evaluation of bids not
just on cost but also on an index that weighs
various qualitative factors such as supplier R&D
investment and scalability potential.

The second would be providing sandbox
exemptions. Allow institutions such as the Tata
Institute of Fundamental Research or the Indian
Institutes of Technology to bypass GFR entirely
for some percentage of their purchases, provided
they meet annual innovation targets audited by
third parties.

The third intervention should be
Al-augmented sourcing. Deploy the INDIAai
ecosystem to create a procurement assistant that
scans global catalogues, predicts customs delays,
and suggests alternative materials — reducing
decision cycles from months to hours.

And finally, go in for co-procurement alliances.
Replicate the European Union’s Joint
Procurement Agreement, enabling multiple
Indian labs to aggregate demand for high-cost
items such as cryogenic coolers, achieving
economies of scale.

Privatisation is not a silver bullet but a tool
among many. As this study on U.S. labs warns,
merely transferring ownership sans
performance-linked funding or competitive
pressure risks creating ineffective labs. The goal
must be creating a procurement continuum
where public and private entities coexist — each
accessing shared innovation marketplaces but
governed by distinct risk-reward matrices.

India’s GeM reforms are a tentative step toward
procurement systems that value time-to-lab as
much as cost savings. By marrying these changes
with global best practices in market-shaping,
cognitive tools, and hybrid governance, the
nation could transform procurement from a
research impediment to its accelerant. The lesson
from history is clear: civilisations that procured
for monuments left ruins; those that procured for
inquiry built futures.

Unlocking innovation with India’s procurement reforms
YRA & T URI A TAAR BT SAAID BT
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Procurement policies and R&D in India

YR # Wt ot ik srgien ud faerT (R&D)

Procurement policies, often designed with transparency and cost-efficiency in mind, have
long had unintended consequences for research and development.

3R ANTI-H Al B & T TFHR 18 T3 WG ATl BT A T o S
IR far W 3Fafda gvE TS B
While preventing fraud, these frameworks frequently kill innovation, one process at a time,
by prioritising procedural compliance over scientific needs.
YRATYS! B b U, T G AR IS SMaRIH AT B qa-1 § UfhareTd SuTe &I
I R U 90T B U UfthaT I AaMR &1 I9Td 3R ¢d 5|
India’s recent reforms to its General Financial Rules (GFR) — particularly exemptions from
the Government e-Marketplace (GeM) portal and enhanced financial thresholds for R&D
procurement — are a welcome change.
YR & 8T & ara=a faiig e (GFR) & R — faRiY &0 9 IR} 3-Ardhe @™ (GeM)
UI¢d 9 ge 3R R&D Wil & e 9t g3 fa<ig a1 — Ue wanTa and 9gand g

Procurement as innovation catalyst

IR IARP & =Y A WIS

The tug-of-war between procurement policies and innovation is not new.
TRie Aol 3R AR & g duy 741 761 8

Studies have shown that public procurement, when done properly, can give a push to
private-sector R&D by creating stable demand for advanced technologies.

TG § ydT I § b Jrdwif=e W, 59 T8 &7 q $i o1l §, dF SAd Menfifeal &) fRr
T 9T HRSP feil & F R&D &1 9¢1aT ¢ Tl g

Moreover, it has been found that targeted procurement spending is associated with increased
patent filings and private R&D investment, forming a virtuous cycle of innovation.

S SIATAT, T8 U T § o @férd Bkl @d 941 g5 Uee wisferT ok feft RaD fa=r &
ST 8, S TR BT U qGiul Tsh §1d ¢ |

However, as the Brazilian case study in EconStor’s 2023 report notes, generic
procurement rules rarely achieve this unless explicitly designed to spur innovation.

BTdifdh, ST fh EconStor @Y 2023 Rrué & sTeftar sreaa=t sardl &, - WRie gy 3mag
B T I § 99 a0 [ I3 fIUY U I TIER B TieTied R & forg fEome= = fowan
Tl

India’s pre-reform framework fell into this trap: mandating GeM purchases for all sub-3200
crore equipment, regardless of specialisation, which forced scientists into a time-consuming
exemption process for globally benchmarked tools.

YRd BT YUR-TG i1 59 o1d H 5l 74T T 2200 FRIS A HH SUBIVIN & (T GeM @G
A 1, a1R faRar $@ oft 8, o At Y afijes THe Juaelt & forg Twg A=
qrelt e wihar & S US|

Vendors on GeM often supplied materials of poor quality, compromising research.

GeM W faghdl SRR 4 urasr &t ARl &1 smafd exd 3, o e gvifad gan|
The Government of India’s policy changes in June 2025 directly address these issues.

YRA WRBR & S 2025 & -Hifa gRad= 7 W 39 g5 & Jaiferd foar|

By allowing institutional heads to bypass GeM for specialised equipment and raising direct
purchase limits from %1 lakh to ¥2 lakh, the reforms acknowledge that cookie-cutter
procurement is incompatible with R&D’s bespoke needs.

TRITT Tt 1 faRIY IUHRUN & AT GeM | e 3 3R 21 AR | T2 AT d Y& TR
%?%aaﬁﬁ, YUR I8 WHR $Rd § & U o1l wie R&D Pt faRIv smaxgwarsi & ggmd
|

Delegating approval for global tenders up to €200 crore to vice-chancellors and directors
eliminates bureaucratic lag — a chronic grievance highlighted by the Prime Minister’s
Economic Advisory Council.
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2200 PRI b & A FAfagrel @ Ao Supaufad! ik Mzt @1 23 | Frevard) &
AT Bl § — T R FRIsprad o wemesht ot snfifes wemesr ufivug 7 ISR o a1l
These adjustments align with theories of “catalytic procurement”, where flexibility enables
public institutions to act as early adopters of advanced technologies, stimulating private-
sector innovation.

Y IO “IR® Wle” & Rigidl & 3T ¢, o8] Aaiag- Qrdel-d TRl &I Iqd
MeNRIfFE & URfS =™ a1 & S H S B3 B Al T 8, el Feht 89 &
TR B! gl e g1
Yet, the reforms stop short of a full paradigm shift. While empowering institutional leaders,
they retain safeguards such as departmental purchase committees for higher-value
acquisitions.
52 1, YUR U ol ufaw seara § gR € | TN A1l &1 Gad 991 & Srae[e, 4 3=-
T g & fou faunira @t afafedl S QRem U 99 3ad ¢ |
However, even the revised %2 lakh direct purchase limit could remain inadequate for high-
cost flelds such as quantum computing or blotechnology

, TN 22 T ueaed @Rig Sram o wicy swfér a1 s Mot o Sw-anTd
T &3 R Sruafe 7€ FHe B
Additionally, the focus on global tenders, while ensuring quality, could marginalise domestic
suppliers unless local R&D systems are empowered and left free to collaborate globally, and
compete at that level.

9% 3ratmaT, afYye fAifderelt W e Hfed wxn, o gRfd e gu ol

3t 1 TR W STd YHd &, 99 AP 1o VI R&D VUMTCRI &1 FRTard = fobdT Y
3R 3% A TR IR GganT 3R ufaeasf ot W 7 & S|
The policy’s success will depend to a large extent on implementation. Trusting institutional
heads with procurement discretion assumes high ethical standards, which is something that
will have to be built up, slowly, in a system that has been historically plagued by inefficiency.

T B! Tl BB §& aPb BRI W FR S0 | GRIFTT U@l &l TG

o I Afas ATl &) Al &, o dR-4R T T 73 § faw g F=en g S Ui
U Y &t I IR 38T 7 1

As the policy rolls out, monitoring mechanisms will be vital to prevent misuse while
preserving agility.

S-SR Hifer Ay 81, gRUTNT Bl A 3R Bl a1 1 & o FARRTT o Aol g1

How has procurement evolved globally?

A TR W e FA fAslia g3 22

Globally, nations leading in R&D outcomes have already reimagined procurement as
something that acts as a catalyst for innovation — not just a cost-control mechanism.

3fye TR R, R&D URUTHY & SRR Y1 3 Usd g1 WIG &I U TaMHR S8RP & ¥4 # iR
Y i1 fpan & — 71 fob Faa aTa-fFAa=mr 63 & =u #|

India can learn from their experiences. Procurement processes have evolved from ancient
record-keeping to Artificial Intelligence (Al)-driven strategies.

YRT I 3gHa! ¥ TR qhaT 71 TR Uihart U= Reple W I A ST i (Al)
Srutia Yorifaa a& fasfid g3 ]
India would do well to learn from these.

HRd DI 374 a1 =mfgul

Germany'’s approach is a good example of balancing procurement checks and R&D
ambitions.

i #1 e R@Iur Tie a0 ok R&D He@rdienstt & sl Aqa &7 U 33T 3360 g
Through its High-Tech Strategy, the federal government mandates that public procurement
be used to promote innovative solutions, supported by KOINNO, which is a dedicated agency
advising procurers, curating supplier databases, and hosting cross-sector innovation forums.

AT BTE-2 U B HIOH @, THY TWHR oI TRIe b TaTaR) GHIHH B SgTal 29
¥ forw ifard a2, R KOINNO gRT Tmffa famam o 2, 5t e Tmfifa wordt @ o wdieRy
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?uﬂmffé‘cﬁ%, 3Mafderdl SeTaw &7 UaieH Rl § SR SaR-8 TR Hell & Dot BT
I

This institutionalises what economist Mariana Mazzucato terms “mission-oriented
procurement”, where state-purchasing power deliberately shapes technological markets.
g 39 dIe &1 YR T a1 § Fo sriemt afearr agee) “RrA-s=g@ wile” sgd
&, STeT Iou-die KT SRR deb-iidh! SToIRY Y 3R it B

Similarly, the Small Business Innovation Research (SBIR) program of the United States
reserves 3% of federal R&D funds for startups, using phased procurement contracts to
derisk early-stage technologies while maintaining competitive tension among vendors.

S TR, YT I ARG BT Wid (o 9= RAd (SBIR) STIGH WC3™ &
forg T R&D W8 BT 3% SRR FHRaT 8, 3R fagsarstt & g wfaeaufas da1d 9918 wad
BT URIYS TR Bt Ah-ID] & SRIH Bl HY HRA & (o7 IRV WG I DT JUIANT
FRAT B

These models recognise that procuring innovation is not about buying predefined products
but in fostering ecosystems where suppliers compete on breakthrou

hs.
au”mnm%%waﬁwqﬁ-uﬁmmﬁmﬁmﬂﬁ% e T TIRfRUfaDT
T I IgTaT &1 © OTeT SMfefepal gubardran iR ufawaf Bd g
India’s GeM reforms partially embrace this philosophy by exempting specialised research
equipment from mandatory portal use — a nod to the fact that Indian labs often face delays
extending to a few months when dealing with niche instruments.

YR & GeM GUR 3ifRies U Y 59 G P (U &, Hifcb AT ST IUHRUN Bl
3ffrard oide SUNT § Fe & TS § — U8 WeR HRd g UR vaiT=an fafy uwmon
Y AU § 3R $3 HeHH! db 1 3T BT AT HR<il 7
However, the policy lacks Germany’s proactive market-shaping elements or the SBIR’s
staged funding structure.

gTaifes, 9 Hifd & wrH+= & afthg SromR-faior 7 a1 SBIR @1 9Rvds fawiig Ta= ot
Ft B

For instance, India’s ¥200 crore global tender limit for institutional heads still prioritises cost
benchmarks over technical ambition, unlike South Korea’s “pre-commercial
procurement” system that pays premium prices for prototypes meeting moonshot criteria.

IeTER0 & o, YRA Bt TRV Ul & o 2200 #R1s afye Mfaer @ onf off aw-iet

UEATHIE $I a1 & ARTd HIHS! b WA ot 8, Safer gféror sifar $t «gd-

;ﬁ@%ﬁ”ﬂﬂwm@m%mmaﬂnﬁﬁ%@%@&ﬂmﬁw
|

Procurement’s evolutionary arc

TS o1 AP aTHS BH

Procurement’s 5,000-year journey, from Egyptian scribes tracking pyramid materials to Al
predic;irr;? supply chain details, reflects an evolution from control to creativity.

5,000 T8I B! TRIe I, T & @D gRT FORIAS Tt TR FoR T8 ¥ Adh Al §IRT SMYfd
e favor ) isgamh ao, Frd=or & TS @ fewn § e ) qulfd 71
The Industrial Revolution looked at procurement as a cost-centric function, but the two
World Wars exposed its strategic role in securing scarce resources.

SN wifd 7 Wiic & ANTa-bigd S0 & T H 371, Ak 3l fay gt 3 geiys Famest
D! GRI&A B T 3D Y0FTad YD o1 IR |
Post-1945, this duality deepened: corporations adopted Just-In-Time inventory systems
while governments used procurement to spur sectors such as semiconductors (via NASA
contracts) and renewables (through the EU’s green mandates).

1945 & 91, T8 gd e TAT: AT A Just-In-Time -3¢} RIEH 3UATY, T&fdh BRI A
SrefaTered (& T W NASA 3rgaY) SR Adievuiia Sl (& A1e9d I EU & WA "ige) o
&=t B ggrar ¢ & fore @die &1 SuanT fasar|
Today'’s frontier is “cognitive procurement”, where tools such as generative Al analyse
supplier ecosystems, simulate scarcity scenarios, and automate compliance — freeing
researchers to focus on creative sourcing.
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31T T T & “TFHTHS TIG” ©, Tl T-vied Al SR JUSUT SHTYfcidbai
T fazeror 3d §, HH & URexa! o1 3gHRU B4 &, 3R 3UTa o WaTerd H3d § —
R M df TATHS T W & Higd 2 Thd 3|

Consider Pfizer’'s COVID-19 vaccine effort, where Al-optimised procurement identified
multiple critical suppliers within a few hours, compressing a months-long process into weeks.

Pfizer & COVID-19 3RA TaTH R faR &3, el Al-3MTPHTESS Wl A $© Ul H 63
He@yul Sgfidadisl ST Ugar &1, el & UichaT &l gt § S faan|

The discussion over procurement policies often leads to calls for privatisation of national
labs, as that would probably open up the procurement process.

T Aol W = SRR TP yaRTRITena & fAsievor S AT &1 ok < Sl §, Fife
T Wil uforar g bt ]

However, it would be wise to consider that the debate over privatising India’s national labs
hinges on a false binary.

BTciitop, Ug TR BRAT glaHI B fob YR b1 IPTA YATRITerSdi & il vl IR 969 Th
e f§-ua W sneRa g1

As the U.S. experience shows, privatisation is not about abandoning public oversight but
redefining it.

ST 6 Tgad Ty ST o1 srgua faarar 8, fAshiavur wrdafe e & amm & IR o
Te! fch 58 GAURHIRYG A & IR A B

When the Department of Energy handed over the management and operation of Sandia
National Laboratories in 1993 to a private company, it retained mission control through
performance-based contracts while unlocking private capital for laser and materials
research.

uId Department of Energy J Sandia National Laboratories ®T Udt 3fi¥ Jarer 1993 #
TS Aol U & W1, 79 39 WRBTHA-SMUTRa et & Tream § fRe forimror §9m8 <@
3R AR 3 ARl srgee & for et geft & wfsha o)

The result? A huge increase |n patent filings and partnerships with SMEs within a decade.

RUMH? U gR1% & HidR UdT WISl 3R SMEs & Iy Argieival # uit gf|

India’s Council of Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR) could adopt this hybrid
model.

YR &1 agf~e 3R Sitenfie srgeen uftwg (CSIR) 39 gT3fos Aisd & ST Y& |

Laboratories working in strategic fields such as space tech or quantum computing might
benefit from corporate-style agility in procurement and hiring, provided the government
maintains some control to safeguard national interests.

Sfaf¥er ad-ite a1 SieH S o IUMHIIE &3 & HTH B arelt TR Wi SR ydf
ﬁiﬂgi el BT Gl § ATH I3 TSB! 5, I WHR AP el 31 Qe & fow po o
MUY |
However, success requires robust accountability frameworks and some alignment with
innqvation road maps.

BTdifeh, YWhardl & fTE Aoigd SaTaca! erd 3R TaraR ASAY & Y T& WUl B
IR ]|

Procurement as a research variable

WG B SFHYUH T & ©Y § TG0

India’s procurement reforms are necessary but insufficient. Four systemic shifts
could anchor deeper change.

HRA & WRIE JUR HTIRIS ¢ b1 YA | IR AT deard TeX gRkad &l
YR ¢ Yehdl & |

The first would be outcome-weighted tenders. Following Finland’s example, there must be

an evaluation of bids not just on cost but also on an index that weighs various qualitative
factors such as supplier R&D investment and scalability potential.

ggar g ufumy-yifed fAfdend | fiFds & Ierevur &1 UTea &Rd U, Had anTd W Aol
Fieh U Yaoie R o SR &1 geaide- foear ST aTfet, STt fafis JuraTers SRS o
3Myfdeal R&D AT 3R fAaRor &war & diadr 81|
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e The second would be providing sandbox exemptions. Allow institutions such as Tata
Institute of Fundamental Research or the Indian Institutes of Technology to bypass GFR
entirely for some percentage of their purchases, provided they meet annual innovation
targets audited by third parties.

QIR B Hsaiad Q¢ Uald HIAT| Tata Institute of Fundamental Research T Indian
Institutes of Technology St TRIT37 Y 7% F& UfRId Wie & oy I TRE ¥ GFR A ge
S BT AR <1, I d AP TATAR TE T < (ool draY &l g1 $HifSe fvam man gl

e The third intervention should be Al-augmented sourcing. Deploy the INDIAai ecosystem to
create a procurement assistant that scans global catalogues, predicts customs delays,
and suggests alternative materials — reducing decision cycles from months to hours.

Fast gxaey grht Al-afta Wi | INDIAai UTRIRITA®Y 3 & A a1 dTfeh U WG
TETID 11 o TP SNt Y BeanT b &, eH [qad &1 aigaH Tt 3R Isfard
ArRit gITT — ol 9 &I TEHl @ Ul § HH FHeeAT

e And finally, go in for co-procurement alliances. Replicate the EU’s Joint Procurement
Agreement, enabling multiple Indian labs to aggregate demand for high-cost items such as
cryogenic coolers, achieving economies of scale.
3R 3id ¥, Hg-Wlg Moy & oy S| EU & Wgad Wil THeNd &1 96hd o3, o &8
YR TARTRITEATE 3od-aATd aTelt ag3hi oY Tatst=1eh e & (o7g Ji &I U HR T,
3R T Bt SrferawT U o 9 |

. Prlvatlsat|on is not a silver bullet but a tool among many.

D13 g IUTT a1 ¢ Tfed B3 IUBRON A J Th IUS 7 |

e As this study on U.S. labs warns, merely transferring ownership sans performance-linked
funding or competitive pressure risks creating ineffective labs.
ST b 39 Sreqe N WYa Isd ST B yanTRIeTSi} W AdraHl € S 8, dad Wi &
TR foT B THY-feiFs BT a1 ufargufers gara &, smuTdt waRmRmarsit &1 Sifem
U1 BT

e The goal must be creating a procurement continuum where public and private entities
coexist — each accessing shared innovation marketplaces but governed by distinct risk-
reward matrices.
q&d Ig BT AfeT o U Wile Haddr §HT1s oY Sl Yrdui-a SR ol Tl wg-sifia o
Bl — U AT TaTaR IR A% Ugd YT $HR Afch S{ehT-31enT FifRa|-g=rd e g1
RIRGET

e India’s GeM reforms are a tentative step toward procurement systems that value time-to-lab
as much as cost savings.
YRA & GeM JUR 3
Tie TuNferlt o 3R Ud YRS Fed & off dd b THY 6 ANTd g9d & I9H J8d od ¢

e By marrying these changes with global best practices in market-shaping, cognitive tools,
and hybrid governance, the nation could transform procurement from a research
impediment to its accelerant.
3 URacH! B! ISR -fAHT0T, SIS SUSBRUI, 3R gTEfos -9 # afye gaiay yursii &
1Y TSR, I WG DI ATHUTT I I @RUIP H 9 Tohdl g |

e The lesson from history is clear: civilisations that procured for monuments left ruins;
those that procured for inquiry built futures.
ST ¥ 99% WY & &l WIS WIRS! & g Wilg $edt Af 3 Gsar ofs TE; ot
Y F fore @it weedt A 3= yfasy &1 fAutor fasan
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India’s economic ambitions need better gender data

omen contribute just 18% to India’s
w GDP today, but continuing with

business-as-usual means that trillions
of dollars will be left on the table. India’s
aspiration to become a $30 trillion economy by
2047 rests on a simple truth: inclusive growth
cannot happen if half its population remains
invisible in the data that drive policy and
investment. Nearly 196 million employable
women are outside the workforce. While the
Female Labour Force Participation Rate has
improved to 41.7%, only 18% of these women are
in formal employment. The question is not just
how India creates opportunities for women, but
how it ensures that these opportunities are
visible, measurable, and acted on across every
department of governance.

A district-level tool
The launch of the Women’s Economic
Empowerment (WEE) Index by the Government
of Uttar Pradesh - the first in India — offers a
glimpse of what is possible. This district-level tool
tracks women’s participation across five
economic levers: employment; education and
skilling; entrepreneurship; livelihood and
mobility, and safety and inclusive infrastructure.
Its significance lies beyond the index. It signals a
shift toward embedding a gender lens in every
dataset, every department, and every decision.
India produces multiple indices on health,
economic well-being and infrastructure. Very few
disaggregate this data by gender. Without this
lens, gaps remain hidden. Without visibility,
reforms stall. And without reforms, exclusion
becomes entrenched.

i
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The
Government of
Uttar Pradesh’s
Women's
Economic
Empowerment
Index is a
model that can
be replicated
across

the country

When inequities become visible, action
follows. In Uttar Pradesh’s transport sector for
instance, data analysis of bus drivers and
conductors in the State and the low percentage of
women in this segment prompted the
department to redesign recruitment strategies
and address foundational infrastructure gaps
such as women'’s restrooms in bus terminals.
These changes, while modest, are catalytic, and
are unlikely to have occurred without
gender-specific insights.

The WEE Index shows how such insights can
be systematised. By mapping where women drop
off — from school to skilling, skilling to work, or
entrepreneurship to credit - it moves the
conversation beyond participation rates to
structural barriers. Consider this striking pattern:
while women dominate (more than 50%)
enrolment in Uttar Pradesh’s skilling
programmes, they represent a fraction of
registered entrepreneurs, with their access to
credit being even more limited. This highlights
not only participation gaps but also the systemic
barriers to finance and enterprise support — data
that can directly inform policy reform.

The need for data from every system

If India is serious about closing its gender gap at
scale, gender-disaggregated data must become
universal and normative. This requires
integrating gender breakdowns into every
departmental management information system —
from micro, small and medium enterprises to
transport to housing — and building the capacity
of local governments to collect and use this data
effectively to create effective gender action plans.

It also calls for moving beyond surface-level
counts to track retention, leadership, re-entry,
and quality of employment, particularly at stages
after Class 12 in school and post-graduation,
where female dropout rates surge.

Equally important is the need for a rethink on
gender budgeting. Too often, gender budgeting is
confined to finance departments or specific
women’s welfare schemes. True gender
budgeting applies a gender lens to every rupee
spent — across education, energy, infrastructure,
and more. It is simple - you cannot budget for
what you do not measure.

Help for States moving ahead

What Uttar Pradesh has piloted is a foundation
that can be replicated and scaled. States such as
Andhra Pradesh, Maharashtra, Odisha and
Telangana have already set trillion-dollar
economic goals. To achieve them, they must
leverage their gender dividend. A robust
framework such as the WEE Index can help
States translate intent into implementation —
turning data into district-wise gender action plans
that guide budget allocations, infrastructure
priorities and programmatic reforms.

India’s gender gap is not new, but India’s
response to it must evolve. The solution would
involve a fundamental change in how India sees,
measures and responds to gender across every
level of governance.

The WEE Index is not the finish line but the
starting block. It makes visible what has long
been invisible and offers a road map to move
women from the margins to the mainstream of
India’s growth story.

India’s economic ambitions need better gender data

YR &1 3w Agarpiansii & forw dgar foii ge1 91

SHTAYg D dl

Women’s contribution to India’s GDP

YRd &1 GDP ¥ ufgansii o1 aeH

o Women contribute just 18% to India’s GDP today, but continuing with business-as-usual
means that trillions of dollars will be left on the table.

3Tl HfFETY URd Bt GDP & Had 18% ANTGM Gl §, Adh+ Afe ATHIT aATd SR} IgdT § ot
fefera=a sfer saie g1 oM
e India’s aspiration to become a $30 trillion economy by 2047 rests on a simple truth:
inclusive growth cannot happen if half its population remains invisible in the data that
drive policy and investment.

YR &1 Agardian i a8 2047 9 $30 feferamr srdauawr o7, 59 WRa v W smumia &:
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g STt smeft Srard) STeT H Srex g § S AHifd SR fa=r &) Tarferd oxan g, df qumash
e Gva T8 B
Nearly 196 million employable women are outside the workforce.

TTHT 196 AT SRR Ty Afgad sfed J SR Bl

While the Female Labour Force Participation Rate has improved to 41.7%, only 18% of
these women are in formal employment.

wiafes AfgeT o\ Al URTERY &R IgaR 41.7% 81 7S B, Had 18% ARRan? siuaniyas
AR F E|

The question is not just how India creates opportunities for women, but how it ensures that
these opportunities are visible, measurable, and acted on across every department of
governance.

AT $adl Tg o1 ¢ fob HRA Al & ey SrawR ) 91aT &, Sfcsp g 1 b us ghfaa
S8 Bl ¢ b 4 ergar gt IR faum # fezars &, Ard e 3k 9 WX PRarg

W1 SATY|

A district-level tool

foren-wadiy Suwmur

The launch of the Women’s Economic Empowerment (WEE) Index by the Government of
Uttar Pradesh — the first in India — offers a glimpse of what is possible.

I U PR gRI Afgar e aifaas<or (WEE) Ja&i® &1 Jo3Td — YRd § ugar
— 7g feardt 8 & o ¥ya g

This district-level tool tracks women’s participation across five economic levers:
employment; education and skilling; entrepreneurship; livelihood and mobility, and
safety and inclusive infrastructure.

T8 foran-wia Iumwur afgensit &1 urfierd &) ua siffe gt & <& &Rl &; AR,
e MR Fzre; IfyaT; seifaeT 3R wfa=fierar, ik R 3R JHARN v |

Its significance lies beyond the index. It signals a shift toward embedding a gender lens in
every dataset, every department, and every decision.

TP 5@ Had Jabidh & el g1 T8 8 SeTde, g faUTT 3R g fofa & dffre =i
! M B B =N § IEaTd BT Joved ol |

India produces multiple indices on health, economic well-being and infrastructure. Very
few disaggregate this data by gender.

R TR, Tf® Hearor 3R T[T R 638 JAHiH dUR BT 8| Tgd HH AN 39
ST & R & srgar faurfora ad 8|

Without this lens, gaps remain hidden. Without visibility, reforms stall. And without reforms,
exclusion becomes entrenched.

Y =B F 37, SR f50 Ted €| Txudl & 971, GUR $b o 1 3R JUR & &7,
SHR 8T STt 2|
When inequities become visible, action follows.
S SRIHTATS fe@Ts 3t 3, A PRars i 8|
In Uttar Pradesh’s transport sector, data analysis of bus drivers and conductors in the
State and the low percentage of women in this segment prompted the department to
redesign recruitment strategies and address foundational infrastructure gaps such as
women’s restrooms in bus terminals.
IR U & uRag & H, I & I AT 3R deder & Sl [azauur 3R 39 & o
Tfgensi & w0 wfa=ra A faur &1 ydff ToFifaat & ga: f$wrsa a3 ok gfard) s
SRT o § efiferal ¥ afgarsi & warey o Weifvd s & fow oRa )
These changes, while modest, are catalytic, and are unlikely to have occurred without
gender-specific insights.

ufac, gTaifes AT, SR &, 3R dAfre-faflky el & fomm dua &t 81|
The WEE Index shows how such insights can be systematised.
WEE Ja&i® fourdl ¢ fo Tl Sfaeiddl &1 3 wafed fbar o 9o |
By mapping where women drop off — from school to skilling, skilling to work, or
entrepreneurship to credit — it moves the conversation beyond participation rates to
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structural barriers. ] ]

Ig Afti B b Alead Bel ge oid) § — ey @ Sivd, Siera § 14, 91 Igfiar 4
HfSe TP — I8 T4 I URNGRY & Y 3R WAATHS Y13 I o STl 5|

Consider this striking pattern: while women dominate (more than 50%) enrolment in Uttar
Pradesh’s skilling programmes, they represent a fraction of registered entrepreneurs,
with their access to credit being even more limited.

39 feaey Ues W R o Safe Afeard STR WeRT & HINd BRIwHl & AHid- § Uyd
msg%ﬁa{m),adﬁﬁﬁwﬁlﬁmmwam%, 3R 31 Bfee 9% UgT 3R
|

This highlights not only participation gaps but also the systemic barriers to finance and
enterprise support — data that can directly inform policy reform.

g had YRTGRY 3idR & 78t afcws faw oiv Saw wuda o Redfes arensit &1 +ff Ior
FRAT § — Sl off e Hife JUR &1 gferd HR I g

The need for data from every system

& Rew 9 31 3 smawusdar

If India is serious about closing its gender gap at scale, gender-disaggregated data must
become universal and normative.

I YR S+ ARF SR Bt 98 M W g e & iR g, o feiv-fafke Ser a1
A S 3R WS TH 1T
This requires integrating gender breakdowns into every departmental management
information system — from micro, small and medium enterprises to transport to
housing — and building the capacity of local governments to collect and use this data
effectively to create effective gender action plans.

39 fore &R faumtta udem ga=n vomredt d o & SR fAyre= &1 2nfie =1 g —
e, Y 3R AH I T A URag 3R T a% — iR R ARHRI B &l BT
fHATOT 1 g1 A1feh U5 SeT UHTE &/ T SR ITANT b off Wb 3IR gt <iffrep vk
ISTHTE §18 o T |
It also calls for moving beyond surface-level counts to track retention, leadership, re-
entry, and quality of employment, particularly at stages after Class 12 in school and post-
graduation, where female dropout rates surge.

Tg HId gl TR DI AT I 31 g R, Aged, T: UawT, iR AR 1 I[urar
Bl TP PR B MagHhdl f T 7, AN U FT 12 F 91¢ 3R WGP P 1<, oel Argem
$II3MT3T &3 §¢ At &

Equally important is the need for a rethink on gender budgeting.

A U J Tgaquf § AP qeifedT R GAfdaR Bt 3Taegehd|
Too often, gender budgeting is confined to finance departments or specific women’s
welfare schemes.

SRR, AR qeife FHad faw faum a1 ol wfger seamor gsmmsit 7@ Rt G &)
True gender budgeting applies a gender lens to every rupee spent — across education,
energy, infrastructure, and more.

e gwifear ex @ &1 1 vuar R dfe efywior anp st 8 — Rie, S,

STHTTT, 3R 3= &l 1|
It is simple — you cannot budget for what you do not measure.

g TA & — 317 I T P fod goie ) 91 b oA 3y Aryd 18 2

Help for States moving ahead

3T g 9Tl I F I weran

What Uttar Pradesh has piloted is a foundation that can be replicated and scaled.

S STR W 7 Urgde fohan § 98 U g 7 O ST 3iR ggrr o ol 8|

States such as Andhra Pradesh, Maharashtra, Odisha and Telangana have already set
trillion-dollar economic goals.
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T T O SMTYY TSI, WERTY, NS 3R A A vl g1 feferai-sier onfd¥e wea

fyifad s R &
e To achieve them, they must leverage their gender dividend.

I U BIRIA A & AT oo AR ATUi=T 1 STRT 31 ST

e Arobust framework such as the WEE Index can help States translate intent into
implementation — turning data into district-wise gender action plans that guide budget
allocations, infrastructure priorities and programmatic reforms.

WWW@@WEEWW 3RTIGI ) Hrafay- # dga & Hag R Ihdl § —
a1 & forar-wadty affre &1 fierre § seas: off aie Srde, Srawve-T wyfieany
3R WRITH YR ArTeRH R €1

¢ India’s gender gap is not new, but India’s response to it must evolve.

HRA &l

3R 7471 781 8, A YR Pt 3BT

ufafsear faefa gt =nfgul

e The solution would involve a fundamental change in how India sees, measures and

responds to gender across every level of governance.
NEE I o YRa AT el o1 3 Sar, Jrgar $iv
B A R M|

Y § THh
yfafsear &=ar

yd afeaed=

e The WEE Index is not the finish line but the startlng block.
WEE Ja&i® 3ifaw deg e ¢ sfcw ufies fag g

e |t makes visible what has long been invisible and offers a road map to move women from
the margins to the mainstream of India’s growth story.

g 3 diell

e & frR @ TEIURT 3 1 & R0 ASAY Y &Rl |

D TIYHT S1GT1 8 O 9 THT T 3= w1 8 3R Afeansit & YRd o1 fapr

What is ‘involution’ that is
plaguing Chinese EV sector?

How is China tackling involution and price wars in its electric vehicle sector?

Kunal Shankar

The story so far:

or some years now, the Chinese
economy has faced what has
locally come to be called

néijudn, or an involution. Itis a
process in which rivals in certain sectors
indulge in price wars, attempting to
capture market share and clear out
oversupply of goods. However, these
price wars are counterproductive, as they
reach thresholds where the retail price of
the product is so low that even the
production costs cannot be realised,
pushing firms into losses. This has been
most apparent lately in China’s electric
vehicle sector, so much so that China’s
President Xi Jinping has prescribed
corrective measures in a recent article in
Qiushi. This phenomenon is not new in
China; a similar trend has been witnessed
in the solar industry as well.

‘Where does the phrase “involution”
originate from?
Involution is derived from the Latin

phrase involiition-em, meaning ‘to turn
inwards.” According to the Oxford English
Dictionary, the earliest known use of the
noun “involution” dates back to 1611, in
the writings of lexicographer Randle
Cotgrave. But the dictionary lists nine
meanings for the noun, ranging from its
usage in literature to mathematics and
pathology. The term appears to have been
popularised by American anthropologist
Clifford Geertz in the 1960s. Geertz used
“involution” in his 1969 book Agricultural
Involution: The Processes of Ecological
Change in Indonesia to describe a
dynamic in Java’s wet-rice (sawah)
economy, where ever more labour and
intricacy were packed into the same
agro-ecological system, raising output per
acre somewhat but not per person— so
incomes stagnated even as effort and
social complexity increased, according to
a blurb of his book in the University of
California Press website.

Have EU and U.S. tariffs exacerbated
involution in the Chinese EV sector?
Yes, they have. The U.S. Section 301 tariffs

on Chinese EVs, set at 100% (from 2024),
along with higher duties on EV batteries
and parts, effectively mean a trade
embarge on Chinese EVs by the United
States. Since October 30, 2024, the EU
has imposed “countervailing duties” on
Chinese EVs (e.g., BYD 17.0%, Geely
18.8%, SAIC -35%), on top of the standard
10% import duty. This is to ostensibly
counter the “subsidies” provided by
China to its EV sector. But, Europe’s auto
sector is at an inflection point with
plummeting sales in its iconic brands as
Europeans begin to buy the
technologically superior Chinese EVs at
highly competitive prices. The
countervailing duties are a desperate
attempt to save Europe’s once
export-heavy auto industry. The
commission has also entertained talks on
minimum price undertakings in 2025.

Turkiye added a 40% extra tariff on
Chinese vehicles in 2024, and Mexico has
moved toward a 50% tariff to head off
U.S.-bound transshipment.

As a result, Chinese Original
Equipment Manufacturers (OEMs)
intensified competition at home, fuelling

price wars.

Industry leaders themselves have
called this an “involution.” Beijing has
begun an anti-price-war push as top
executives warn of severe consolidation
among the 120-130 EV makers in the
country.

OEMs are localising abroad (e.g., BYD
in Hungary/Turkiye) and diversifying
exports to emerging markets, but
timelines and capacity ramps are uneven.
Meanwhile, according to the International
Energy Agency, Chinese imports
accounted for 75% of the increase in EV
sales across emerging economies outside
China in 2024.

What is the Chinese government
doing to rein in the process in the EV
sector?

On May 31, the Chinese Ministry of
Industry and Information Technology
(MIT) assured to rein in involution in the
EV sector. This was followed by June 30
news coverage in the Chinese media,
which framed a Politburo communication
as Mr. Xi’s “war on price wars”.

On July 24, Beijing released a draft
overhaul of the pricing law to curb
below-cost selling and algorithmic pricing
abuses.

On Monday, Mr. Xi’s article in Qiushi,
the Chinese Communist Party’s
theoretical magazine, called for curbing
“disorderly price competition” and an
“orderly exit” of outdated capacity, the
clearest sign yet that the Central
government plans a phased slowdown of
price wars.

THE GIST

-

Rivals indulging in price wars
to capture market share amid
oversupply are pushing firms
into losses, a trend worsened
by U.S., EU, Turkiye, and
Mexico tariffs.

-

The Chinese Ministry of
Industry and Information
Technology and Xi Jinping
have called for curbing
disorderly price competition,
enforcing below-cost selling
restrictions, and ensuring an
orderly exit of outdated
capacity to rein in involution.

What is ‘involution’ that is plaguing Chinese EV sector?

AT F £t A B W B ] ‘STaYRT T 82
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For some years now, the Chinese economy has faced what has locally come to be called
néijuan, or an involution.

$3 U 9, T Srforawit &1 AT 39 fRUR T 81 38T 8 o R WR W néijuan a1
BRI EEZ RS

It is a process in which rivals in certain sectors indulge in price wars, attempting to capture
market share and clear out oversupply of goods.

I8 U Uik & o $© &3 & Ufded! Ied 951 1 @ 364 ¢, T6R fRIgRT U a3 8iR
fUP agait B MYfd Pt W HIA BT TN Hd ¢

However, these price wars are counterproductive, as they reach thresholds where the
retail price of the product is so low that even the production costs cannot be realised,
pushing firms into losses. ] !

BT, T god g5 faudia ufvomy U1 avd &, Fifer 3 39 W1 % Ugd 9Td g T8l IdIG Bl
W1 Y& 371 HH 8Id1 ¢ b IeureT anra off 8t 18 &Y urelt, ok 78 shufrat o) are &
STa At gl

This has been most apparent lately in China’s electric vehicle sector, so much so that
China’s President Xi Jinping has prescribed corrective measures in a recent article in
Qiushi.

I8 511 o # 9ed S1fie i & gafae® are- & § <11 1 5, a1 % 919 & wgufa =2
foftT 2 g1a €1 ¥ Qiushi B U6 A9 H GURTHS SUTT I 8 |

This phenomenon is not new in China; a similar trend has been witnessed in the solar
industry as well.

g g1 99 & 718 781 8 3t RE &1 v AR ST § off @ g

Origin of the Phrase “Involution”

Impact of EU and U.S. Tariffs on Chinese EV Sector

W &t & R RIdiT I 3R MRS e BT UHE

» RMeg DI ST

Involution is derived from the Latin phrase involation-em, meaning ‘to turn inwards.’
Qe T8 involation-em I forar man B, foraast o § 3iaR o1 3R g

According to the Oxford English Dictionary, the earliest known use of the noun “involution”
dates back to 1611, in the writings of IeX|cographer Randle Cotgrave.
fFwIE e feawr il & SR, T “SAAGRT" b1 oY G A1d IUAT 1611
AfRIHIITHR Randle Cotgrave ! Ja-I3M | gl
The dictionary lists nine meanings for the noun, ranging from its usage in literature,
mathematics, and pathology.
%%amﬂﬁw$=§arﬂ§ﬂaa%,mﬁwmnw%w, Tfore, e e et & s

I
The term appears to have been popularised by American anthropologist Clifford Geertz in
the 1960s.

g%ﬂa&wuﬁﬁﬁﬁmifford Geertz GRRT 1960 & ST H AUy far 1 ydiid gidn
|

Geertz used “involution” in his 1969 book Agricultural Involution: The Processes of

Ecological Change in Indonesia to describe a dynamic in Java’s wet-rice (sawah)
economy, where ever more labour and intricacy were packed into the same agro-
ecological system, raising output per acre somewhat but not per person— so incomes
stagnated even as effort and social complexity increased.

Geertz 7 1969 P 3Tt Y¥de Agricultural Involution: The Processes of Ecological
Change in Indonesia o m?l'&’l:[ P IUTNT STaT B et grad (sawah) SrferawT 7 U
Tfar=fterar &1 aftfad s & fore fasan, et ot ow Sk wifedrar us €t piv-uatarofiy
yomelt & STl TS, o i Tohs ST $© Fer afed ufa aufdd Agf—safe ema sav
S SIS WA 3R AT Sfeedr a3t |
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Yes, they have. The U.S. Section 301 tariffs on Chinese EVs, set at 100% (from 2024),
along with higher duties on EV batteries and parts, effectively mean a trade embargo on
Chinese EVs by the United States.

g1, T8 UHTa UST 7 | AT & TR 301 e AT 3dt TR 100% (2024 W) Fuffea €, Ty &
341 A8 3R oIt IR I Yoob, ST aRAT W HYSd ST ARSI gRT -1 41 UR =TI
wfaey &7 3 T

Since October 30, 2024, the EU has imposed “countervailing duties” on Chinese EVs
(e.g., BYD 17.0%, Geely 18.8%, SAIC ~35%) on top of the standard 10% import duty.

30 LI 2024 T, TR TG 7 A ST R “wldues I[ed” T (S, BYD 17.0%, Geely
18.8%, SAIC ~35%) Al 10% Gﬂﬂﬁw% W

This is to ostensibly counter the “subsidies” provided by China to its EV sector.

Ig BT U F I gRT 30 $dT &7 HI f3T T “Irger” &1 Rty A & R g

Europe’s auto sector is at an inflection point with plummeting sales in its iconic brands as
Europeans begin to buy the technologically superior Chinese EVs at highly competitive
prices.

RIY BT 3Hfet 8 T Als fig W 2 Fife 39 ulirs wis! &) s AR W R, sk g
AN MRt T & Sgax @i St &) rcafie afaea st Pidl W T¥ieT I #R R B
The countervailing duties are a desperate attempt to save Europe’s once export-heavy
auto industry.

3 gfaues 3ed Y & Ht Frafa-war sifel 3T &) F9m &1 Ue FRI Ta €|

The commission has also entertained talks on minimum price undertakings in 2025.
ST 7 2025 B YAaH g4 Ufaagarsi w o arai &1 g

Turkiye added a 40% extra tariff on Chinese vehicles in 2024, and Mexico has moved
toward a 50% tariff to head off U.S.-bound transshipment.

TPl A 2024 T A7 a8 WR 40% Sifafvad e aman, 3R AfRTP 7 50% ed B 3R Had
e[ dlfds AT 9 arell g:Rde &1 A1 o1 9 |

As a result, Chinese Original Equipment Manufacturers (OEMSs) intensified competition at
home, fueling price wars.

, Ot g U fAatar (OEMs) = wve ufareaet &1 o fasan, foes g
e
Industry leaders themselves have called this an “involution.”

I & ATl A 3 W “gaiegR” FE 5

Beijing has begun an anti-price-war push as top executives warn of severe consolidation
among the 120-130 EV makers in the country.

T 7 g g faRieht s 3R o § Fifes =i srdat 3= & 120-130 St
fFrafarsit # ik wReq @1 JaE ¢ @ 2

OEMs are localising abroad (e.g., BYD in Hungary/Turkiye) and diversifying exports to
emerging markets, but timelines and capacny ramps are uneven.

OEMs Tl & I iaev o 7% 32 § (39, BYD §RgaT ) 9k SwRa aroir) & frafa &
ﬁﬁ%ﬁwwm%%%,é%mwﬂmaﬁ?mazﬁ?ﬁmm%

Meanwhile, according to the International Energy Agency, Chinese imports accounted
for 75% of the increase in EV sales across emerging economies outside China in 2024.

39 a4, SR Suif goldt & SfER, 2024 § 17 & a18¥ SHRAT Srdfeqawraii # $41 faspt
H qfs &1 75% foar D=t smaral &7 o)

Chinese Government Measures in EV Sector

£t &3 § I+ TReR & U

On May 31, the Chinese Ministry of Industry and Information Technology (MIIT) assured
to rein in involution in the EV sector.

31 93 &, T I SR GEAT Wi wErera (MiT) 3 $48t & # saegRE @ By A
A BT 3y fea|

This was followed by June 30 news coverage in the Chinese media, which framed a
Politburo communication as Mr. Xi’s “war on price wars”.
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UG §1g 30 I B Wa”l & At Hifgar 7 nifoaeRt SR &1 4t =0 1 g0 g5 )R g7
& =U H Ud |

On July 24, Beijing released a draft overhaul of the pricing law to curb below-cost
selling and algorithmic pricing abuses.

24 J@TS &1, SRAT 7 gea AUk ST & J6ie &1 TRIaas SR 51 aife anTa 9
HH fat ofk weifve e gea fArefRor geuai &1 e o 9 |

On Monday, Mr. Xi’s article in Qiushi, the Chinese Communist Party’s theoretical
magazine, called for curbing “disorderly price competition” and an “orderly exit” of
outdated capacity, the clearest sign yet that the Central government plans a phased
slowdown of price wars.

I9aR &1, ft =i &1 AF Qiushi T, S F FrIRe urdf it Agifoes uBerg, A

«eq iR Yo ufaeaef” &t A 3R R &rwar o1 «Tarfea e gRfda w3 &1
WWQ;&@WW%%%W@Q@H%W@@%@MWH&
ST g1 |
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U.S. chief negotiator,
Indian counterpart
to talk trade today

Not an ‘official round of negotiations, but definitely a discussion on trade
talks and to see how we can reach an agreement, says Rajesh Agrawal

The Hindu Bureau P
NEW DELHI e
s a “continuation” 2
A of trade talks bet-
ween India and the
U.S., India will host the U.S.

chief negotiator Brendan
Lynch for a one-day meet-
ing with India’s chief nego-
tiator Rajesh Agrawal, Mr.
Agrawal said on Monday.

This follows develop-
ments earlier this month,
when U.S. President Do-
nald Trump spoke about
the “special relationship”
the U.S. shares with India,
and Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi “fully reciprocat-
ed” the sentiment.

These friendly over-
tures came at a time when
the U.S. has imposed a to-
tal tariff of 50% on imports
from India, which derailed
the negotiations on a Bilat-
eral Trade Agreement bet-
ween the two countries.
The latest round of nego-

At

Trade diplomacy: A file photo of U.S. chief negotiator Brendan

Lynch (centre). x/@UsIBC

tiations was to take place
during the last week of Au-
gust, but was indefinitely
postponed following the
levy of the two-part tariffs
on India.

“The chief negotiator of
the U.S. is visiting India to-
night [September 15] and
tomorrow we will be hold-
ing talks through the day,”
Mr. Agrawal said at a press
briefing. “This is not an of-
ficial ‘round’ of negotia-
tions but it will definitely

be a discussion on the
trade talks and on trying to
see how we can reach an
agreement between India
and the U.S,” he added.

Mr. Agrawal said that In-
dia and the U.S. have been
engaged in discussions at
various levels — ranging
from the team of negotia-
tors to even at the Ministe-
rial level — and so Tues-
day’s meeting should be
seen as a “continuation” of
the talks.

U.S. chief negotiator, Indian counterpart to talk trade today
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Not an ‘official’ round of negotiations, but definitely a discussion on trade talks and to see
how we can reach an agreement, says Rajesh Agrawal

STRIBTR’ aTet BT ER gl 5, Qb Yd ¥U J AR arat R g49f gl 3R I8 @A
%m%wﬁmwww@awmm% HEd § YTOIRT AT
As a “continuation” of trade talks between India and the U.S., India will host the U.S. chief
negotiator Brendan Lynch for a one-day meeting with India’s chief negotiator Rajesh
Agrawal, Mr. Agrawal said on Monday.
YRA 3R AR & §d AR araf 1 R Uishar & w0 &, URd § AR T qraieR
s+ i 31 to-feawiia 93 & fou Irer=T srara § e g, S9aR &1 St srrard = Fell
This follows developments earlier this month, when U.S. President Donald Trump spoke
about the “special relationship” the U.S. shares with India, and Prime Minister Narendra Modi
“fully reciprocated” the sentiment.
I8 39 W b1 YIS & dTe 311, Wd 3R & UL SHTes ¢U 7 YR b 1Y MRS &
fIRIY Tae & IR H 91d B, SR FUHHA AR W A 59 WG $1 ol ufaeer |
These friendly overtures came at a time when the U.S. has imposed a total tariff of 50% on
imports from India, which derailed the negotiations on a Bilateral Trade Agreement
between the two countries.
g R Hobd Y THY 1T e 3ARDT 7 HRA I SHTATd R $of 50% [ a1, forgq gl
331 & o9 S1-aRWT ATUR FHFIA 3T ardf &1 el ¥ Iar faa
The latest round of negotiations was to take place during the last week of August, but was
indefinitely postponed foIIowmg the levy of the two-part tariffs on India.
3T & SHfaH wrg H TdHaH SR ) araf g 2, At YRA W E-HIT 9T (e & T
S & dTe 39 AT B1a & forg ifia = fear
“The chief negotiator of the U.S. is visiting India tonight [September 15] and tomorrow we will
be holding talks throughout the day,” Mr. Agrawal said at a press briefing.
& T AR 31T I [15 RIdaR] YR 341 R § 3R Fd gd feAwR araf w371, ot
3{YaTd 4 T U sfifthaT & Fal|
“This is not an official ‘round’ of negotiations but it will definitely be a discussion on the
trade talks and on trying to see how we can reach an agreement between India and the
U.S,” he added.
g AMYSIRG TR DT 1l 6] 8 Al g M T J saurR qraf w ==t et 3R T8 38
ﬁmm%wwﬁmﬁmmwwm@%wqﬁaﬂﬁ%ﬁﬁ
I
Mr. Agrawal said that India and the U.S. have been engaged in discussions at various
levels — ranging from the team of negotiators to even at the Ministerial level — and so
Tuesday’s meeting should be seen as a “continuation” of the talks.
&t 3rraTd 3 Fel foh YR SR 3AR®T fafts WRY W araf # @ gu § — arafeRl S Ha
éw%ng?ﬂuww— 3R TURIT HTAGR St 93 D! aTdi Bt “IRI Ufehar & T H ST
ST |
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‘Al-led efficiencies
can contribute to 8%
GDP growth target’

Aroon Deep
NEW DELHI

Skilling workers
whose roles are

Al-led efficiencies can
contribute to 8% GDP
growth target

T3ITS-Aqcd arell G&rmy
8% SiteIul gfex e o
UNTSTH B bl §

o Atrtificial Intelligence-led efficiencies
in industries could be key in contributing

to an annual Gross Domestic Product

(GDP) growth rate of 8% in the coming

years, NITI Aayog said in a report on

Artificial Intelligence-led threatened by Al is Monday.

efficiencies in industries key, NITI Aayog said I & S IEHE-dE el gamaTs
could be key in contribut-  in the report 3 I1d auf H s Wepdl TR ST
ing to an annual Gross (SISt gfes g 8% B AT o o
Domestic Product (GDP) Agayul 81 Yl o, AR P i
growth rate of 8% in the  McKinsey said at the report | 3TaRT 3 U Rulé & &g

coming years, NITI Aayog
said in a report on Monday.

“Accelerating Al adop-
tion across industries to
improve productivity and

unveiling, adding that this
could give India an open-
ing to invent a clutch of
drugs at a global stage in
the near future.

o  “Accelerating Al adoption across
industries to improve productivity and
efficiency could bridge 30-35% of the
gap between the current rate of growth
and the 8% target,” the public policy
think tank said in the report.

efficiency could bridge 30- The unveiling is among | 39 & T3S W.ﬁ A TGTHR
35% of the gap between the  a series of events building | SUTe®dr 3R g&feT F GuR foam o
current rate of growth and  up to February 2026’s Al | 9®d &, for oA gfg &R ok 8%

the 8% target,” the public

Impact Summit, to be host-

AT P & 30-35% bT 3R HH fbar o
Iopar g, RaIé & grawife ifd iU &b

policy think tank said in  ed by India. N
the report. “The impact that Al can el _
Individual industries have, not just on India’s | Individual industries must leverage
» ] Al to introduce efficiencies; candidates

must leverage Al to intro-
duce efficiencies; candi-
dates that are primed for
this include pharmaceuti-

economy but the global
economy, is so profound
and so significant that we
need to take the leadership

that are primed for this include
pharmaceuticals, manufacturing,
automobiles and financial services, it
said.

cals, manufacturing, auto-  position in this area,” IT Se- %;%W% E&I?ITEI ! aﬁfl B%ﬁ[ il

mobiles and financial ser-  cretary S. Krishnan said. S TIRT T RiT SR A B L

vices, it said. Skilling workers whose prffese, Pt siemaTss iR
“Al has reduced the cost  roles are threatened by Al | g Far T 2

of producing the next mo-
lecule [for the pharma-
ceutical industry] by ap-
proximately 10 times and
crashed the time that it
takes — roughly 10 years —
by roughly 50%,” Koshir
Daka, a senior partner at

is key, the report said, re-
commending “mapping
job shifts annually, embed-
ding lifelong learning into
career pathways, scaling
MSME digital upskilling,
and protecting gig and
platform workers.”

e “Al has reduced the cost of
producing the next molecule [for the
pharmaceutical industry] by
approximately 10 times and crashed the
time that it takes — roughly 10 years —
by roughly 50%,” Koshir Daka, a senior
partner at McKinsey said at the report
unveiling, adding that this could give
India an opening to invent a clutch of
drugs at a global stage in the near
future.
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e & fIQ) Y IS BT AT TIHIT 10 AT HH R &) 8 3R 39 forg &7 aren gag —
TRTHRT 10 T — BT TRIHT 50% HH PR (&A1 §,” BIRR 1T, Aol & IRy weigr A Rard
1= IR Pel, 3R SiveT o T8 HRd & e Hidw # afij TR IR Ps gareil o1 fIhR A
T AT ¢ TP 5

The unveiling is among a series of events building up to February 2026’s Al Impact Summit,
to be hosted by India.

g Il 3 "3 di T I g Ol BRas) 2026 & IS gHge FiAe, ST SmasH
YR B, aﬁtrmaﬁﬂ‘eﬁ?m

“The impact that Al can have, not just on India’s economy but the global economy, is so
profound and so significant that we need to take the leadership position in this area,” IT
Secretary S. Krishnan said.

T3NS BT YU 7 Had HRd &1 fora®yt R gfcp affe srfemam iR +f a1 78T 3ik
TEaqU ¢ f g 39 & o Aqea fRufa o=t =iy, ensdl Wik v, o A &gl

Skllllng workers whose roles are threatened by Al is key, the report said, recommending
“mapping job shifts annually, embedding lifelong learning into career pathways, scaling
MSME digital upskilling, and protecting gig and platform workers.”

Wﬁmw%maﬁwﬁﬁﬁﬁwmmﬁqﬁamwﬁﬁwﬁaﬁm
€, eyl §, 3R g8 Uarg €t T & “aiftfer = u I st uf¥ae=il &1 A 9991, HRaR
AT H SitgTHR dRa- &) e B, THEUHAS fefored srufRpfeit &) g¢m, ik firT s
WEWIH HHATNGT DI JR&T AT
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Brazil oil discovery signals receding
fears of stranded assets: Bousso

BP Bumerangue discovery in Brazil could hold over 2 bn barrels of oil reserves; discovery comes as oil majors revive focus on exploration; concerns

over long-term oil demand subside; Western oil firms hold reserves equivalent to 7 to 13 years current outptut, down from 12 to 17 years a decade ago

OPINION

Ron Bousso
LONDON

P’s recent discov-
Bery of a giant oil-
field offshore Bra-

zil  reignited investor
enthusiasm, echoing the
aggressive exploration era
two decades ago when
firms were thirsty for re-
sources amid fears world
was running out of oil.

The announcement of
the Bumerangue discov-
ery, described by CEO Mur-
ray Auchincloss as BP’s
most significant in 25
years, sparked an 8% surge
in the company’s London-
listed shares in August,
outperforming sector
peers. The discovery sig-
nals concerns oil majors
might be left with stranded
assets in the energy transi-
tion may be receding.

Likely transformational
If fully developed, the
enormous field could
prove transformational for
the beleaguered $93 billion
company, which in recent
years has faced leadership
turmoil, strategic drift,
persistent takeover specu-
lation and pressure from
activist investors.

BP will need months to
fully appraise Bumeran-
gue, but initial results re-
vealed a 500-metre hydro-
carbon column in a
high-quality pre-salt reser-
voir that could span over

Long road ahead: BP will need months to fully appraise Bumerangue. REUTERS

300 square kilometres
(115.8 square miles).

Claudio Steuer of the
Oxford Institute for Energy
Studies estimates the field
could hold 2 to 2.5 billion
barrels of recoverable oil
equivalent, based on near-
by fields. That, in turn,
could translate into a mas-
sive offshore development
capable of producing
roughly 4,00,000 barrels
per day for decades, ac-
cording to Steuer. And BP,
with a 100% stake, stands
to reap a huge windfall
from this find.

This discovery reflects
that fact that BP is now re-
directing cash and talent
upstream, after years of
downsizing its exploration
and reservoir engineering
teams. It plans to boost an-
nual upstream spending by

This discovery reflects
the fact BP is redirecting
cash and talent
upstream after years of
downsizing exploration
and reservoir
engineering team

20% to $10 billion by 2027
and keep production stea-
dy at 2.3-2.5 million barrels
per day through 2030.

BP appears to be pivot-
ing back toward -early
2000s strategy - and it’s
not alone.

For two decades, re-
serve size was a key inves-
tor metric for energy com-
panies. To grow reserves,
“Big Oil’ firms had to ramp

up exploration spending,
which grew from $5 billion
annually between 1995 and
2005 to a peak of over $35
billion in 2013, according
to consultancy Thunder
Said Energy.

But the rush slowed in
the mid-2010s as sharehol-
der returns were eroded
by soaring development
costs and falling oil prices.

Appetite for exploration
was further dampened by
the 2015 Paris climate
agreement and subsequent
forecasts of slowing, if not
shrinking, oil demand in
the coming decade.

Companies - and inves-
tors - began to fear that re-
serves could become
stranded assets never to be
tapped and to ultimately
become worthless.

Consequently, explora-

tion spending by Exxon-
Mobil, Chevron, Shell, BP,
and TotalEnergies
dropped below $10 billion
annually in recent years,
and companies began to
downplay reserve size.

Today, Western oil firms
hold reserves equivalent to
7to 13 years of current pro-
duction, down from 12 to
17 years a decade ago. BP’s
reserves stood at 6.25 bil-
lion barrels of oil equiva-
lent at end-2024, 8% lower
than the previous year and
equal to 7.25 years of pro-
duction, compared with 15
years a decade ago.

Now, of course, the tide
seems to be turning, as the
excitement around the
Bumerangue discovery in-
dicates. Investor sentiment
is shifting, and years of un-
derinvestment mean that
Western majors must now
replenish reserves simply
to maintain output.

Redirecting resources
Companies are today di-
recting increasing resourc-
es to exploration, a high-
risk, high-reward activity.
Chevron CEO Mike Wirth
said in August that he was
“not happy” with explora-
tion results in recent years
and as aresult the U.S. firm
is increasing spending to
search for new resources
both around existing pro-
duction and in new, fron-
tier basins such as Suri-
name, Namibia and Egypt.
“There has been a pick-
up in activity, starting with
licensing rounds. That’s

the leading indicator, for
exploration activity,” said
Rystad chief analyst Per
Magnus Nysveen.

Need huge investment
Rystad estimates the world
holds 1.5 trillion barrels of
potentially  recoverable
crude, including undisco-
vered oil, equal to total glo-
bal consumption from
1900 to 2024. That sounds
like a lot, but extracting
those potential resources
will require huge
investment.

Moreover, uncertainty
over long-term demand
complicates matters. The
International Energy Agen-
cy expects demand to pla-
teau by 2030, while OPEC
sees growth continuing
through 2050. Much de-
pends on how quickly the
energy transition progress-
es, particularly in major
markets like China.

However, there could al-
so arguably be a floor un-
der demand moving for-
ward, given the renewed
focus on energy security
that began following Rus-
sia’s invasion of Ukraine in
2022 and the expected
spike in overall energy de-
mands driven by the artifi-
cial intelligence boom.

Debate about these ti-
melines will continue, but
one thing is certain. For BP,
the Bumerangue discovery
is coming at just the right
moment.

(The opinions expressed
here are those of the author,
a columnist for Reuters.)

Brazil oil discovery signals receding fears of stranded
assets: Bousso

STeltd § ad &1 Wiel 9 B U JUfd & U | $t BT Joba:

Sl

¢ BP Bumerangue discovery in Brazil could hold over 2 bn barrels of oil reserves; discovery
comes as oil majors revive focus on exploration; concerns over long-term oil demand subside;
Western oil firms hold reserves equivalent to 7 to 13 years current output, down from 12 to 17
years a decade ago.

SToitd | gt

JIRITY Gl § 2 3RE A A TP AT HSR 81 bl §: I8 TSl 39 IHU§S @

Tq dd B! TSt Ul 7 30 R & R @ FHfad far; ddeifers dd 7 &1 de
HY gs; Ul da Hufat & o IfHH AT & 7 F 13 I & SRIER HER §, 5 U XS
U 12 9 17 I8 & SRIeR Y|

e BP’s recent discovery of a giant oil-field offshore Brazil reignited investor enthusiasm,
echoing the aggressive exploration era two decades ago when firms were thirsty for
resources amid fears world was running out of oil.
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Sttt 1 gTel 1 Wiol, SiTsiiel & e IR fmer det &= 3 Fare] Bt Il @1 i 3 Sy, <
TRTh] U & SHThTHD 3-aVUI I Pt ATG fEelld §U, Sd Hufal SareHi o forg arafia off
Hifds AT & dd JHTW B4 BT S T

The announcement of the Bumerangue discovery, described by CEO Murray Auchincloss
as BP’s most significant in 25 years, sparked an 8% surge in the company’s London-listed
shares in August, outperforming sector peers. The discovery signals concerns oil majors
might be left with stranded assets in the energy transition may be receding.

FURITY Wi &1 °von, fSR CEO Murray Auchincloss = St &t 25 I8 & Ja% Hga@qul Wiel
AT, = 3R B HU & dad-e s AR J 8% B gl ®I o7 H fedr, ot &8F & JHGET I g
UG UT| I8 WISl 39 91 $T Adhd <l § b Kol TehHu & adt Hufai & HY gu Ut &1
TR HH 8 Il 3|

If fully developed, the enormous field could prove transformational for the beleaguered $93
billion company, which in recent years has faced leadership turmoil, strategic drift, persistent
takeover speculation and pressure from activist investors.

gfe Ot aRe fam R fovan man, ot I8 fa=na & Iweard $93 faferas wust & forg afkad ert
IS 8 el &, S 8T & a8 § A Yabe, Y0 faaed, TR ifRRrg &t siewd 3R
Hfepd X! & GaTa BT AHT 3R B! 5

BP will need months to fully appraise Bumerangue, but initial results revealed a 500-metre
hydrocarbon column in a high-quality pre-salt reservoir that could span over 300 square
kilometres (115.8 square miles).

ST 3! FERITY BT gl geich o3 § Tl @i, difde IR ol & 3o Toran arel Wi-
Tiee FrerafaR # 500-HieR ERSIHIET HIAH BT UdT @I, St 300 ¥ fharieR (115.8 aif Hia)
T tell 81 9ol g

Claudio Steuer of the Oxford Institute for Energy Studies estimates the field could hold 2 to
2.5 billion barrels of recoverable oil equivalent, based on nearby fields. That could translate
into a massive offshore development capable of producing roughly 4,00,000 barrels per day
for decades, according to Steuer. And BP, with a 100% stake, stands to reap a huge windfall
from this find.

TIPS §iRTege BIR TSl WS & Jaisal Wk $T 3gHH § [ 78 8 a9 & &= &
YR WR 2 Y 2.5 3RT SRS YAWTE de THI 3@ JHhdT 8 | W3R & 3R, Tg S| db
TTHT 4,00,000 SRS YA IcTe B3 H e fazna Tl faswr & sea g g1 3R i,
g% U 100% SR B, 39 T § 7<) arHi urd - a1 R A 1

This discovery reflects that BP is now redirecting cash and talent upstream, after years of
downsizing its exploration and reservoir engineering teams. It plans to boost annual upstream
spending by 20% to $10 billion by 2027 and keep production steady at 2.3—-2.5 million barrels
per day through 2030.

Tg T il € b it 3ra 3ot Fepd) SR uferdT Y oA B AR R @1 R, 3

3-ANUT 3R iR SifAafar S &1 auf a& Blel & & aIe | T8 2027 dF afd SR

T BT 20% TETHR $10 FIRTET TR 3R 2030 TF 2.3-2.5 FIRTA SR WA Ieama B fRR

G B Qe S 38T 8|

BP appears to be pivoting back toward early 2000s strategy — and it’s not alone.

;Tﬁﬁuwzooo%mﬁwﬁﬁrﬁ&mamasmg&nmm%—@Tu‘s’mﬂﬁf
|

For two decades, reserve size was a key investor metric for energy companies. To grow
reserves, ‘Big Oil' firms had to ramp up exploration spending, which grew from $5 billion
annually between 1995 and 2005 to a peak of over $35 billion in 2013, according to
consultancy Thunder Said Energy.

3l D! dh, SR ATPHR Solf Hu-al & e e T oz difes uTl HeR sgM & A,
foRT Sifrer ufal ®Y SN0 W FgIHT UST, St 1995 3R 2005 & a4 Ufd adf $5 faferaa &
TR 2013 H $35 T @ 3ifiiep gan, dex A TSl & AR

But the rush slowed in the mid-2010s as shareholder returns were eroded by soaring
development costs and falling oil prices.

Aftr1 2010 & T H Tg aoi il Us 18 Fifes fawr anTd # gfS iR dd & iR Sl &
YRRYRS e HIfad gl
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Appetite for exploration was further dampened by the 2015 Paris climate agreement and
subsequent forecasts of slowing, if not shrinking, oil demand in the coming decade.

3FIYUT B Y BT 3R 3% B a1 T 2015 & AR FTearg aHgia SR 3T a= & ad
TRT & 7 §H A1 g BT Hidsgariorr 41

Companies - and investors - began to fear that reserves could become stranded assets never
to be tapped and to ultimately become worthless.

ferer=renT 3 ST Qe R e b e vt g¢ Wty 9 Wehd €, o oft ot
SUANT 151 fohan S S8R 3fdd: 9HR gl e |
Consequently, exploration spending by ExxonMobil, Chevron, Shell, BP, and
TotalEnergies dropped below $10 billion annually in recent years, and companies began to
downplay reserve size.

SYTY, BT & 9N TqaTHITad, Qavi, [d, ddt 3R Sreau-sia 1 3w I ufd I
$10 faferm @ R iR, iR Hufal 3 UeR & 3MHR & FH Hed ol Y& & fedll

Today, Western oil firms hold reserves equivalent to 7 to 13 years of current production, down
from 12 to 17 years a decade ago. BP’s reserves stood at 6.25 billion barrels of oil equivalent
at end-2024, 8% lower than the previous year and equal to 7.25 years of production,
compared with 15 years a decade ago.

3T, Uit ad hufal & U gdaH IAeT & 7 § 13 I8 P RISR HSR &, o U <2 Ugal
129 17 I & IR A| i & HSR 2024 F 3id A 6.25 3RT R A T ¥, 57 Usa a8 @
8% HH ¥ 3R 7.25 TNl & IdTe" & SRR 3, e Th g=b Ugd 15 I YT

Now, of course, the tide seems to be turning, as the excitement around the Bumerangue
discovery indicates. Investor sentiment is shifting, and years of underinvestment mean that
Western majors must now replenish reserves simply to maintain output.

3, fAf¥a ¥ u , uRfufa sear g Udid 81 I8t ©, o for RRIY Wil & IRI 3R ITe 9
Hopd et g1 fRawres HIa=T 9cd I8t 8, 3R auf &1 A (9% &1 Adad ¢ & ufd 9t Sufat
P 3F Had IdTG §1TE TG & T HSR BT fthy I HRAT I

Companies are today directing increasing resources to exploration, a high-risk, high-reward
activity.

HUTT 3ot AT B Fgd THIe! &1 R S X6 &, O T Id e, S [REBR areit
Tfafafr 81

Chevron CEO Mike Wirth said in August that he was “not happy” with exploration results in
recent years and as a result the U.S. firm is increasing spending to search for new resources
both around existing production and in new frontier basins such as Suriname, Namibia and

Egypt.
Chevron & CEO A% 9% 3 3R & &gl {5 a8 &1 & aui §f 3wy uRRomdt § Iy a8t &

3R Fliorde SMRet Ut 7Y FreT Bt @iol & forg @ §er e §, ﬂl%ﬁqawm%
U B a1 7 At SR S g, Amfifear oik i )

“There has been a pickup in activity, starting with licensing rounds. That’s the leading
indicator for exploration activity,” said Rystad chief analyst Per Magnus Nysveen.

fafy 7 i g3 8, TR IS ¥ Y= §IbR | UG SN0 TAfiY & oy v Hobas o,
s & T fazavs R A9y e 3 FeTl

Rystad estimates the world holds 1.5 trillion barrels of potentially recoverable crude, including
undiscovered oil, equal to total global consumption from 1900 to 2024. That sounds like a lot,
but extracting those potential resources will require huge investment.

fes &1 3 A 8 b g & 1.5 feferam sRa Swifad grvfa =d da §, Foras sor e off
M &, ST 1900 T 2024 % FA AP WU &b SRIeR ¢ | Ig S5 AT 8, Al 37 GHIT
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